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At OD Committee last week (OD(81)14tnh Meeting) my Secretary of
State was invited to lay before Cabinet, for consideration on
25 June, a paper which would

a. consider the composition and terms of reference
of a body to advise on the speclal problems of
managing Northern Ireland prisons; and

b. contain a proposal for the establishment of a
non-elective political advisory body.

My Secretary of State will be circulating his paper tomorrow
morning. It requires no explanation on point b. above; but as
regards point a., having considered the matter further, in the
light of the 0D conclusion, and after consulting the Home Secretary,

OD concluded that, for the reasons recorded in the minutes, there
would be objections to setting up a Committee related in any way to
the hunger strike. My Secretary of State is now persuaded, on the
basis of his further examination of the matter, that there are
serious objections to announcing now the establishment of a committee
explicitly unrelated to the hunger strike and their security impli-
cations. The Home Secretary agrees. The reasons are referred to
very briefly in the paper, and it may be useful for me to spell them
out here in a little more detail:-

a. Either it would be regarded as incredible that we
. should set up such a body unless it was to concern

s itself with the immediate problem - we should be
suspected of creating a route to give concessions -
or it would be seen as "fiddling while Rome burns™.

b. The international reaction would be especially
severe. It would be likely to convict us of ;
precisely the inflexible and inhumane attitude which
we are trying to pin on the other side.
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o) It would impose an impossible responsibility
on the Committee's members. They would be
established as a committee to examine the
prison regime, but to ignore the hunger strike
deaths which would go on around them.

o [ An announcement in the terms proposed would
have to say that the Committee was not to
concern itself with the hunger strike, and so
would imply that we were concerned only with
getting the special category prisoners into
cells. That would be especially provocative
to moderate Catholic opinion. We would be
seen by them as saying that we were indifferent
to the hunger strikers' deaths, and the troubles

on the streets.

My Secretary of State regards those arguments as particularly
compelling at a time when the Irish Catholic Bishops, in their

i statement of last week (copy attached) have come out in support
of so much of our cause. They, like the statement of American
Bishops also made last week, commend to both sides the statement
of the Irish Commission for Justice and Peace. Announcing a
committee so emphatically unrelated to the hunger strike or
these important statements by Catholic opinion would be seen as
a deliberate rejection of their moderation, even though in
several points they support the Government's position.

It is for these reasons that my Secretary of State would regard

it as most unwise to set up such a committee at this stage - though
it will certainly be needed at some stage to consider our longer
term problems and preparatory work as agreed by OD can continue.

He therefore proposes that in the renewal debate, the only new
announcement should be that related to the agreed move on the
political front.

I am sending copies of this letter to the Private Secretaries
to members of OD Committee, and to David Wright.

NOEL CORNICK
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STATEMENT FROM THE IRISH CATHOLIC BISHOPS!' CONTERENCE 1 S5UED

FROM THEIR MEETING IN MAYNOOTH, CO, KILCARE, TODRAY, 17 JINE 1971

WE ARE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE SERIOUS AND CETERIORATING SI1TULTION
L1V NORTHERN TRELAND.  THE CONTINUING HUNGER-STRIKE 1N THE MAZE
PRISON AT LONG KESH HAS LED TO INCREASING POLARISATION wiTHIiv THE
COMZUNITY.  NOT GNLY HAS 1T CLAIMED THE LIVES OF FGUR YOUNG MEXN
WITHIN THE PRISON BUT IT HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY MURDER, SOMZING
MO STREET VIOLENCE IN WHICH MANY MORE LIVES HAVE BEEN LOST. T
CEATHS OF MUNGER-STRIKERS HAVE ALSO BELN FOLLOWED oY GUTBRE S OF
AISON, TNTIMIDATION AND WILFUL DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY.  THIS
HEIGHTENED LEVEL OF VIOLEWNCE AND VANCALISM, THZ PLIGHT CF THE
GOCENT VICTINS OF INTIMIDATION AND TERROR, THE DEEPENING DIVISIOLS
WITHLN THE COMMUINITY, HAVE CONSEQUENCES NOT JUST FOR THE NORT

| TSELF BUT FOR THE PECPLE OF THE WHOLE ISLAND,

LVERY DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY THROUGH VIOLENCE CALL FORTH £ DEER 20
i ..

£
IINTENSE SORR(YW, |RRESFECTIVE OF THE RELIGION AID POL E"‘ cAt. OU
O THED VG A5 WE EXPERIENCE AN EGUAL SADNESS AT pALL LEATHS
bt THER “THE VICTIMS BE PROTESTANT OR CATHOLIC,., WE FFEL aneras
SDYMPATHY AND COMPASSION FOR ALL WHC MOURN

(P IINLN o
\

WE REPEAT WHAT THE NORTHERN BISHOPS SAID CURING THE FIRST HUNGE -
STRIKE LAST (NOVEMBER: |

'' THE VIOLENCE IN OUR MIUST HAS GENERATED A HIDEOUS SPIRZL OF
MIRCER, BOMBING, ROEBBERY, THE BREAK-UP OF FAMILIES /ARD
DISRESPECT FOR LLIFE ITSELF, 1T HAS FILLED GRAVES AND PRISOIS.
| T HAS EVEN CONTINUED UNABATED IN RECEMT WEEKS. WE SOLEMYLY
DECLARE THAT THOSE WHO KILL, WOUND, THREATEW OR INTIMIDATE,
THOSE WHO PUT PEOPRLE Iy FEAR OF THEIR LIVES OR ENDANSER THELR
LIVELIHOODS, ARE GUILTY OF EVIL DEED3 CONTRARY TO THE LAV OF
GOD., THEY ST/ND IN CLEAR OPFPORITION TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS
CHRIST AS FREACHED IN ALL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES.  AS CATHOLICS
WE MJIST ONCE MORE PROCLAIM A DECISIVE 0 10 ALL KINDS OF
VIOLENCE ! ! 5% .

MANY OF THESE EVILS SPRING FROM THE EXISTENCE OF PRIVATE ARMIES OR
PARAMILITARY ORGAMISATIONS WHICH CLAIM THE RIGHT TO WAGE “MAR, NOT
UNLY PAVE THEY SENT CUT THEIR MEMBERS 10 CARRY OUT CRUEL AmD

MJRLE RCUS CEELS, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR LEADING YOUI
PLOPLE INTO SVIL BY URGING THEM TO ACTS OF VIOLENCE. wE MAKE GUPR
OWN ThHe APPEAL VWHiIiCH OUR HOLY FATHER MADE N DROGHEDRA TO THE YOULELS
FPEOPLE OF | RELAND:

'YIF YOU KHAVE EEEN CAUGHT UP IN THE WAYS OF oty 10 1 Q8 81 RO SIBIR CiV/ i E N {12
YOU HAVE CONE DEECS COF VIOLENCE, COME EACK TO G TR0 i Rl
ARTING GIFT TO THE WORLD W2S PE/‘-CE. OINLY WIREN YOU CQL'.E 3 ACK
TO CHEIST WILL YOU FINC PEACE FOR YOUR THROUSLED CCNSCIEDNCE
NG HEST FOR YGUR E‘-I:J TURBED M| NSV,

WE ARE NOT UNMINCTUL, HOWEVER, OF THE INBSTICE f”'WWV““T“‘lﬁEL;hD
GME R ARE (CARS Wi OREATED W ALCL MATE . EGI G ASY RECRUL TRNTRD &Y
PARIMILLTARY ORGANISATIONS . [OR G1D T !wvur:uT LA aga s by i
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LLLNCIR S (R i A RSN I TR O i B R o (S P 1 () 1 0 (0 = _ 310 TSt DA 1Y = s v alS
CEFORNS WERES MAKE TO.F Iie A SOLUTION LAST YLAR, IF THE PRESET
CLEFORTS WERE 10 FAIL THE CONSEQUEINCES THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE 1S{ /- -
COU » B VERY: GRANE CLINDESD. TEERE COULD BT £ DARGER Of R H{TS
o Tl WG RE "VIGLENT POLEICI S THERE COULD gE RISKS OF THSTABILI Ty

7!%(” NG TEE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF QUR SOCHETN..  ME TRHEREFOKRE
I MPLURE . THE HUNGEKR-STRIKE RS AND THOSE Wi DIKECT THE_-'_-_L 10 REFLECT
|

LeePLY Oiv THE EVIL OF THEIR ACT J QNS £ ‘IHEIl{“EIiT-:':‘;E;iJE-;:\r:ES -
CONTET FOR RUMAN LHFE il THES [REL TEMERT a0 Rr.VeNGE, THE
EXPLOITATION GF TKE HIUNGER-STRIKES  TO FUKTHER A LHPRICIN CGF
MURCER, 71 INTI WM CAT]Civ OF THE LNNOCENT, THE INITIATIO! Cr

CHILCRE v TINTG VIOLeEINCE, ALL THIS CONSTITUTES AN APPALLIYNG MLSS (oF

& SRVA I

YL APPEAL /LSO TO POLITICIENS AND COVERNIMENTS AND wE ReIALIND THEY OF
THE SOCLEMN WORDS OF THESPOPE . | DROGHED

@ 10 ALL WHO BEAR POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FFFPLES OF
LRELAND, 1 WANT I TO SPEAK WITH THE. SAME URGENCY Dl 1t ENGITY
A2 TH WHICH 1, HAVE SPOKEN. 70 THE MSii OF VIGLENCE.. . e NOT CrUSE
J% CONCONE OR TOLERATE CONDI TIONS WHIGH GIVE EXCUSE OR PRETEY T
10 MW GROVIOLENCE, THOSE WHO RESGRT TOLVIGLENGE FLMIAYS CLr |
1HAT OnLY VIOLERCE BRINGS AUOUT CHANGE. . THEY. CLAlY THAT
POLVTICAL RCTICN CANNOT ACHIEVE UUSTICE.! YOU POL | TICI LG 14357
PROVE THEM YO BE WROWG. ' YOU. MIST SHOW- THAT THERE S A PELCEFUL,
POLITICAL WAY TO JUSTICE. YOU MUST SHOW TFHAT PEACE ACHI EVES
THE WORKS OF JUSTICE, AND VIOUENCE DOES fuo7.t i

Al THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE' WE WELCOME THE RECEWT STATEMENT Of THE
TUNGER STRIKE FROM THE IRISH COMMISSION FOR JISTICE AND PEACE 210
WE COMMING 1T 7O BOTH SICES £S A POS|T|VE LFFORTTO FIND A w2y CUT

OF THE |MPASSE, SIKE THE COMWISSION WE CALL OM BOTH SICES To

= ¥ b o G O T OO e SR A E i i e Hai (DS 2

SOLUT 1 O whL ESK O THE PRISONERS AND O ET Vi SPELAK FOR THEM 1C IAKE
)1 CLEAR THAT THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS O CLOTHING, ASSOCIATION
MO SOULD, A SSPEERE NTED PROVITE T Satais b p SOLUTITH,
e JSICTHS GOVERNMENT TO SHOW A CORRESPONDI: OPENIESS QN THESE

1 I T
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THL PRLSENT CISTUREING SITUATION SHOULD MAKE US ALL THE M0RE
LETERMINED TO %WORK TOGETHER FOR A SETTLEMENT., WE URGE |NCREASTD

UNDEIS TANEIING BETWEEN PROTES TANT AND CATHOLIC AND CLOSER SOCIAL,
CULTURAL #130 ECOI0MIC COBPE RAT I ON e IVEEN WOATH AND SOUTH.  WE /BPrp
10 ALL THE CHRIST! £iv CHURCHES T %ORic TOGETHEN FOR THE PROMATI O
Of GOSFEL VALUES IN AN | REL D INCREZSINGLY THAEATERID Yy
SECULARIST STANDARUS. WE 2SK PEQPLE NOT TO ALLOY THLMSELVES. TO EF
CARRIED AWAY BY CANGEROUS EMITIONS. Vi URGE THEM TO SEFK THE
GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TO RELOUSLF TREIR PRAYEIS FOR A -JJST
=ETTLEMENT TO THE PRESENT CONFLICT., W& DIRECT THAT 25 TROM INEXT
SUNDAY PRAYERS FOR PEACE BE |NSERTED AMOIG THE PRAYERS OF TidE

CALTHIUL AT ALL PUBLIC MASSES EVEN OiN WEEKDAYS ,
Wt *tSK PEOPLE TO PERSEVERE IN PRAYER ALWAYS.

WHAT OUR LORD SAY5S l
10 US IS THAT ''WwE OUGHT ALwWAY

S TOPREY ANG-IMNEVER 10 L OSE SR AR,
'
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