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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

160TH MEETING

5.00 p.m,, Wednesday, 23rd November 1877, in
the Leaden's Room at the House of Commons.

ACENDA

1. Minutees of the 178th and
179th Meetings.

2, Future business.
3. Forthooming events.

4. Any other business.
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 180th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Wedneaday, 23rd November 1977, in the Leader's
Room &t the Hcuse of Commons.

Present: Mre. . Thatcher

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joeeph,

Lord Carrington, Sir Geoffrey Howe,

Mr, Frior, Mr. Pym, Sir Ian Gilmour,

Mr. Davies, Mr. Jenkin, M¥Mr. Peyton,

Mr, Neave, Mr. Heseltine,

Mpr, 5t. John Stevas, Mr. Maude,

Mr., Edwards, Mr, Nott, Mre. Oppenhein, -
Mr. King, Mr, Taylor, .

Mr. Atkins.

In attendance: Sir Michael Havere, Sir David Renten,
Mr. Fatten, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Hocscn,
Mr, Nicheolson.

Apeologles: Lord Thomneycroft, Lord Hailsham.

Propcsed Business for the Week 28th November-5th Dascmber

On Mepday, 28th November, there would be Mr. Spearing's
Frivate Members' Motion ¢n the Europcan Eccnomic Community
(8ir D. Rentor) and those of Mr. Rose and Mr. Jessel. These weuld
bhe followed by a Moticn on EEC Documentis on Fisheries {R/2147/77,
R/2428/77, R/2429/77, R/2434/77, R/2521/77 and R/2642/77)
{Mr, Jopling, Mr. Sproat) and by a Motion on the Coude of Practice
entitled Time-off for Trade Union Activities (Mr. Hayhoe}.

Or Tuesday, 29th November, there would be the 3rd day of
the Committee Stage of the Scetland Bill (Mr. Pym and team).
This weuld be followed by a Motion on Financlal Asdistance to
Industry (Thames Board Mills Limited) (Mr. K. Clarke}.

On Wednegday, 30th November, there would be the 4th day cof
the Committee Stage ¢f the Scotland Bill (Mr, Pym and team}. Thiz
would be followed by a Motion relating to the Sheriff (Removal
from 0ffice) Order.

On Thursday, lst December, there would be the Committee
$tage of the European Assembly Electiens Biil,

On Friday, 2nd December, there would be the Private Members®
Moticns of Mr, Abse, Mr. Dalyell and Mr. Watkinson,

On Monday, 5th December, there would be a Supply Day which
would be devoted to a debate op the Reports from the Publlc Accounts

Committee., .

veens/ 2. Matters



HMatters Arising on Business

(a} HMr. Spearing's Motion
ere wat A discussion on our eftitude to Mr. Spearing's

Private Member's Motiun on 28th November which restricted the
scope for Ministers to agree to draft legislatien or other
proposals emanating from the EEC Commission without such proposals
being debated by Parliament. 1t was noted that the Government
were not likely tc be able to accept Mr. Spearing's Motien, and
as he had said he would not withdraw it, the Government were
likely to vote for the clesure, It was agreed that in these
circumstances we would not vote but that Sir David Renton, who
would speak from our Frent Bench, would indicgte that if we

.were in Gevernment we could not accept the Metion, and that we
believed that any changes in the powers of the Eurapean Assembly
as determined by the Treaty of Rome, would requirc British
Parliamentary legislation; he might alse suggest that there
was perhaps an excessive amount of over-zealousness in seeking to
cbtain detalled harmonisation between the EEC members and that
what would be really desirable would be for the cother members tc
seek to imitate those countries which had the least legislation
rather than the most. It was also desirable for the House of
Commons to debate EEC directives at a reascnable time. le wouldl
seck to embarrass Mr. Foot and Mr. Shore in the light of what they
had said in earlier debates.

{b) The Sheriff {(Removal from Office) Order

There was a discussion about this motion on 30th November,
It was agrecd thet 5ir Michael Havers would discuss the legal
issues arising with Lord Hdllsham, and would also seek to find cut
more from the Secretary of State for Scotland, in particular,
the consequences {eg. loas of persion rights, etc.) <f the
Sheriff's removal from cffice.

{c) Other matteprs

It was agrecd that there would be a 3 line whip for 7.00 p.n .
and 10-00 p.m. for the Committee stage of the Scotland Bill on
‘30th Movember; in particular, we would vete againest the clause
setting up the Executive, It was also agirecd that there would
be noe whip for the Committee Stage of the European Assembly Bill
on lst December but that colleagues and backbenchers would be
warned as to the likely timing c¢f the vete on the system of’ (;)
¢lection to the European Asscmbly.

British Leyland .

It was reported that the TUC had refused the preposal, backed
by the British Leylard shop stewards and a majority ¢t these
employees voting, te establish a "synchiro-pay arrangement’ in
return for the waiving of the 12 Month Rule. It was agreed that
we should b& very cauticus in any rcmarks we made on this issuc.

Fircmen

Mr. Whitelaw reperted that he and Sir Ian CGilmour had visitcd
the troops irn London who werc assisting the authorities in dealing
with fires. It was noted that, while the morale of the troops
was high, their living conditions were extremely bad; and that
while at present they had not get encugh to de, they did not have
the cquipment te ¢ope with a majer fire, It was also argued that
Conservative local authorities would”find it difficult o pay the
firemen morc than the 10% they had alrcady boon offered,
particularly as this might help te give support to further
exceseive claime from lecal authority werkers, The following

points were agreed:
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{1) We should ssy thet the Gevernrent was at fault in
delayiung in aehing the Navy and RAF for technical
assistance.

(11) The Shadow Cabinet were united in cppesing etriking
for higher pay, and inurging the Government to negeotiate a
settlement.

(i41) Tt was necessary in future to establish a way of
‘dealing with the legitimate pay grievances of those in the public
sector where strikea might threaten national security or life -
the armed forces, police and firemen - and that there was a casc
for index-iinking their pay to the average industrial wage provided
they gave a guarantee not to strike.,

The meeting closed at 6,10 p.m.
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