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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMAITTEE

. blnutes of the 132nd Neéting held at 11,00 a.m,
on Tussday, -26th September 1976, in Central Office,

Prasent: Mrs. Thatoher (In the Chair)

tir, Whitelaw, 5ir Esith Joseph,
Lord Carrington, My, Maudling,
- $ir Geoffrey Howe, MNr, Fym,

Mres Giloour, My, Jenkin, My, Peyton,
Mr, Haude, ir, Buchanen~Smith,

lir, Edwards, Mrs. Oppenheim, ’
Lord Thomeycroft. B

T PR

Mr, Atkins, -

In aﬁtendancel ¥Hr. Butler, lir. Stamlay, iir, Patten,
¥r, Ridley, Mr. Nicholson. .

Apslogioss Lord Hailgasm, Mr. Prior, Mr., Biffen,
Mr. 5t, Joim-Stevas, bir, Raison,
Mr. Heseltine, dr. Heave.-

The State of the Econom
¥rs. Taatcher drew atteation to the recent fall in tie value

. of the G, 4nd it was noted that the Government might make &

statesent in the House of Lords that afternoon. There was a
discussion on what reaction we might make, and 1t was agreed that
& statewent could only be drafted efter there had been time To
study Mr. Callaghan's speech at the Labour Party Conference tial
moming. : :

Regorcé .Dut'ing the Recess : .

" Taere was 2 discussion of the various criticisus wade of the
Party's performance by Comservative MPs and others in recent weelks.
The Following points were agreedi

(1) We should seek to encourage political correspondents to
give more attention to the Conservative analysis of the countzy's
present problems, and our proposed solutions, rather than to
report criticisms of individual Party spokesmen from wnrepresent-
ative quarters.

(i1) We should ensure that Monthly News effectively put
across tie Conservetive case and explained wist our MPs and
supporters were doing to further it., .

{(i1i) Lord Thormeycroft stwuld vefer in his mddress to tie
party Conference to the large numders of speeches made in recent
weeka all over the country by members of tne Shadow Cabinet waich
had largely gone un~veported, :

(iv) In addition to commmicating our ‘alternative policy
at the Party Conference, we should craw as mucit attention as
possible to tioe divided state of tue Labour Party.
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Arrangements for Launching the Strategy Locument N

""" There was & discussion of tiwe arrangements for launcihing the
strategy document and for communicating it to the Press and othey
interested parties, It was noted that #rs. Thatcher was meeting
some editors of leading newspapers.

1t_yes agreed ‘thatl

(1) -Tae mpprosch in Lie document. should be explained, bafore
publication, to representatives of the Monday Club, the Bow Group,
the Selsdon Group and the Tory Refoim Group.

(1) Lord Thomneyeroft should talk to the respective
Chalrmen of the FCS and the Young Conservatives.

(111} Sir Geoffrey Howe would see Mr., Johm Metiwven, the
Director General of tie CBI; and we should seek to obtain a public
indication of general support for our strategy document froa that
organisations - A

(1v) Personal coples of the dodunent should be sent to )
Mr. len Murray &nd Mr, Cyril Plant, the General Secretary and

\ President of the TUC respectively,

(v) Hr. Suchanen~Saith would get in touch with Mr. Johnson=
Suith to arvange for certain Scottish newspapers outside Edinburgh
to obtain coples of the docuent In time to comment,

(v1) lembers of the Shacew, Cabinet should, where passible,
ac::iept 211 invitations to comment on the decument om televieion
and radlo.

The Party Conference

ft was noted that the twoe ballotad motlons were on Hortaern
Irelend, on wilch lir. leave would spesl, and the orgamisation and
political education of Conservative trade unionists. Mr. Edwards
was invited to reply to the latter resolution.

With regard to the discussion on “People, Parliament and t‘névl
Constitution, to wilch Lord Carxington was to reply, it was
apreed that he suould discuss, if necessary, questions e
elE.echral change, & referendum on devolution, and direct elections
to the Europesa Parliament with Firs. Thatcher, Mr, Whitelaw and
Sir Reith Josepih. It was further agreed that while we should not
rule cut a refercadtd on JevoluFion, we stould draw attention to
problems relating to wording of the question, the timing and
parte of the United Kingdom which would vote.

The Speaker*s Conferemce

Mrs. Thatcher reported thst iir. Callaghsn nad replied to her
letter requesting inclusion of tie mder-represeéntation of England
on the agenda © “the Speakerls Conference (see iiloutes of
130th Meeting, paragrapi 1). Dir. ¢allagian hac indicated his
umrillingness to do tnls although he guggested that it might be
considered later, It was agreea that we should press the Prime
vinister further to include tie subject on the Agenda.,

Mrs, Thatcher also reported on a letter frem Mr, Steel asking
waether we would press to have Electoral Chenge included on tae
Agenda for the Speaker's Conferenca, Siae hed replied that, while
we had glven sn undertaling tiat if the Govemment wished to
include this subject we would not object, the Govermnent had at ne
stage suggested this, and we were net inclined to press for it now,
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especially as lirs Jeremy 'I."wrpe wiien Leader of the Libaral Party,
had indicated that & Speakerts fevence was not a satisfactory
way of examining the issue.

The decting closed at 12,05 pem,
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