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LEADER'E CONVS'UIH.'M.‘TI'!E COMMITTEE
Minutes of the 131ie% Meeting held at 5.15 p.m. on

Wednemdey, 4th August, 1976, in the Leaderts Room
at the House of Commons )

P - i s

Fresents Mra. Thatcher (in the Chair}

¥r. Whitelaw, Sir Xeith: Joseph,.

Lord Carrington, Mr, Maudling,

Sir Ceoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,

Mr. Pym, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Jenkin,

Mr. Peyton, ¥r. St..Jochn-Stevas,

Mr. Hepeltine, Mr, Raisom,

K¥r, Moude, Mr, Buchanan-Smith,

Hr. Edwarda, ¥r. Neave,
Mr. Biffen

Mz, Atkine

In athendance: ¥r. Lomont, Mr. Stanley,
Kr, Patten, Mr. Douglas,
¥r.*'Ridley, Mr. Fickolson

Apologies: Lord Hailsham, Mrs. Oppepheim,
. Lord Thorneycrofi

1,  Proposed Bueiness fur the Week 11-15th Cctober

0 Monday, 1ith October, theFe would bé the Second Reading
of the Welghts and Measures Nu.‘ag ggl followed by a Hotion on
er. - - .

On Tuesday, 12th October; andl Wednesdsy; 13th October,
there would be the Remairing étage_s: of the Hezlih Services Bill.

Or Thuraday, t4th Ooctober, there would be the Report and
Toird Reading of the Electricity (Pinanelal Provieions)
ESeotland) Bill and of the Maplin Developmént Authority
Disselution) Bill., This would be followed by consideration
of Tords Amendments to the -Armed Forces Bill end by resumed
debate on the Second Reading of the Publiec Lerding Right Bill.
If there was time there would follow progress on the Remeining
Stages of the Road Traffic (Seat Belis} Bill.

On Priday, 15%k October, there would be completion of
the Remmining Stages of the Road Traffic {Seat Belbe)} Bill,
& Debata on the Green Faper om a Prepessd New Highway Code and
the Second Readinpg of the Fndangered Bpacies {Import and
Export) Bill. . .

2. Yeibers eriniag from business-

Kr, Lamont reported that a reasened smendment had been
drafted for the Second Resding of the Weighte and Neasures
(No.2) Bill on 11th October. It &eplored the inadequate
preparption for the Bill and the absence of ndequalte safeguards
regarding the enforcing of metriecationy amd aslso the fact that
the Bill went further than.the.requirements. of the relevant




Ve -2 -
EEC diractive, and therefore suggested that the House ghould
decline %0 give the Bill & Sscond Rea:ung. There was &

discussion after whi &t was, 40 wiew of t:ha
fealing in the Firty; ve T o hg‘t‘.méhd

Feoh ,,g.
3.  House of Tords Dusiness T

There was a preliminary discussion shout cdmiﬁg ‘business in
the House of Ineras._ ”It ! aEued that.

{i) Tt would not be des:.rable fcr the Tords to reject
the British Trung#port Docke.{Felixstowe) Bill as the
Lords Sdlect com:.t’te‘n ha:d vo‘l:et‘.to let it go forward,

(ii)- The Loxda mig}i‘l‘ ha‘\re 1:0 a%end om a major point of
principle, most-Tikely on:tha Dock Woxrk Regulation
Bill.  There world Da'd ﬂu‘t‘har ﬁ:.acuse:.on; however,
nearer the s.pprop’ﬁ'a.ata birieT

4, FPolicy Document

A second draft of this Bad heen’ circulated taking into
acoount the pointe made in the discupsion of Mowday, 26%h July,
There was a discuwesicn -,,ceﬁain netfgra had ‘sent to Mr. Meude
and Mr, Pathen sugrestions for.ziendhemts to the drafs, and
a mmbker of other eugg‘eat:.ona ‘werd made during the ﬂiecussmn.
It was agreed that: N

%

{i) Mr, Meude aid iy, PAtten would meke the final
amendmenta to the draft in the light of the discussion
and tne amendments eugggﬁted.

(31} There would -not be a. paseage on I‘gpnsport © the
document, but Hr. Fowlér was invitéd %o w¥ry 5 epesch
duw.ing the recess ob uv.r approach 9 1.HiB sz'b ‘eé‘l:.

(i11) Any other suggested amendments needed to ho
sommunicatol. b0 Mra. Maide »i Mr. Patten by thé ‘t:lose B
of Monday, gth Augus . :

5. Other husinesa

With regard to spa ch’as during: he race'_-ls it pes.
agreed that ane approgrie,te subject would b tha abure of
unemployment and supplederntery benefits, as. Soverhoent mexbers
were very sensitive on this subfect, ascute in the mumber of
¢ivil servanis in the DESS were likely to affect the suvervision
of payment and abuse of benefits, and as it was understood
that the Iiberals weré threatening te éxplolt Lhd fssue in
areas af relat:.ve}.y low ‘pey, ‘such as the ﬂestﬂca}zmy

6. Next meetzg

+ was ed thet the next meeting would be a‘t 31 00 a.m.
on Tuesday eptem‘bez' vt Ceptral-0ffioe, ~.;

The meeting clqéer} "g‘ﬁ, T
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