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134TH MEETING

5.00 pam., Wednesday, 9th March 1977, in the
Leaderls Room at the House of Commons.
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AGENDA

1, Minutes of the 152ad and 153rd
Meetings.

2. Future business.
3, Forthcoming events,.

4, The Ulster Unionists - a paper
by Mr. Meave, LCC(77)157 - attached.

5. Any other business.
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LEAD:RS CONSULTATIVE OOMMITTER

ceting held at 5,00 psne on
1977, in the Leader's Rodm at -

.'*'Minutes of the 1!
Wedngsday, Sth bia
the "House of Commonss

HrE,. ‘Tt‘ia;chér'(in the -Chair) .
b, Whitelaw, Lord Hailsham, )

- B - BlrGedffyey Howe; Mr. Prier,’

e tie, Pymy Sir Ian Gilmour) “¥r. Peyton,
) Mr. Jen.fd.n, Mr, Lavies,

T4 My, 5C4'John Stevas, Mr. Heseltine, .

. Mry Mavde, bir, Weave, Mr, Edwards, -r

: *  Nre. Oppenheim, Mt, Ring, dir, Nott, '

‘oo .7 Mra Tayler, -Lord Thorneyeroft.

ey Atlcina, .

In attendance! Lord Strathcona; Sir Michael Havers,
kr. Stanley, pr. Butler, Mr. Patten,
hr, Hooson, Mr. Hicholsen,

Apologles : Sir ¥eith Joseph, Lord Carrington.

Future Business for the week l&4th-21st March

On Menday, l4th MHarch, thare would be a debate on the Fifth
Repert from the Uxpenditure Committee in Session L974-75 on Redevelop-
ment of the London Locklands {Mr.:Finsberg), and on the iighth
Report in Session 1975-76 on Public¢ Ripenditure on Chrysler (UK}
Limited (Sir Keith Joseph). This would be followed by the Second
Reading of the Reprasentation of the Peaple Bill (Mr. Alisom).

Cn Tuesday, 15th pareh, Sir Srandon Rhys Williaws would seck
leave te intreduce his Housing {Shorthold Temancics) 811l under
the 10 Minute Rule, This would be foilowed by the consideration
of Tords fmendments to the Aireraft and Shipbudiding Industfies
Bill (5ir Keith Josepq, kr, Lamont) by a debate om the First
Report in Session 1076=77 of the House of Conmons {Scervices)
Committes on Printing of Hanserd [ir. Cooke), and by a Motion on
EEC Locunent R/950/76 on Safety at wWork Informetion (Mr. Madel).

On Wednesday, 16th larch, Mir, Cormack would seek leave to
introduce his Skyline Protection DIll under the 20 Minute Rule,
Tils would be followed by a Motion on EEC Locumsnts RSIGOSTT,
2/2459/76 and R/2673/76 on Community Agriculture Proposals
(irs Peytom, Mr. Jopling), and by the’ Remaining Stages of the
Water Charges Equalisation Bill (wr, Arthur Jones, lir. Roberts)
and of the Huclecar Induscry (Financ2) Bill (dr. Gray}.

On Thursday, 17th Merch, there would be z debate on the White
Paper on the Governamcat's Expenditure Plans (Gmd. 6721) (Sir Geoffrey
Howe, hr. David Howell)., This would be followed by the Remaining
Stages of the Representation of the Pecple 8ill (Mr, Alison).

On Friday, LE8th larch, there would be Private Members' Hotions:
Frisons (Mr. Patrick iayhew), Protection of Citizen ang Property
(virs Le tlarchant) and Crimes of Viclence (ur, Ts Brooke},
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hatters Arising on Jusiness
There was a discussion of the Liebate on the White Paper on
the Government's Expendlture Flans, and it was agreed that:

(1) We showld rable an Emendstnc to ths Government s motion
condemning the fact coat the burden | he speading. cuts was
falling on capital’Gxpenditure generallly and on the .constructicn
industry io ‘partizular. Tuds would ot -be tabléd befere Tuesday,
15th March, by which time we should xnow the form of the
Government ¥s motion, and it was left to Sir Geoffrey Howe and
his colleagues. to make eny- detalled)adjystments that seemed
desirable, Ve would vote for our amendment on & three«line whip,

R L .
(11) Thnesre would be a tyosline whip for the Second Reacing
of the Redundancy Rebatés (Mo 2) BLll on 21st March.

{111} . There would be a one-line whip on 15th March for
censldergtion of Lords! Amendments a the Alrcraft and Shipbullding
Industreics Bill, but menbers :of the Shadow Cabinet and Front bench
Spokesmen were.asked to be present Tp support the Lords! Amend=-
ments that had been agreed with the Govermment. In respect f this
Bill, it was noted that an unofficial copmittee had been Formed

- Erom the various unions in the shipbullding industry to resist .

"any and every" redundancy, -

Forthcoming Events i

There was a discussion and the following points wera agrecd:

{1) The LCC would normally decide which were to be khe
key-noie speeches of the- follmdng waek: - ’ -

(i} ir. Neavel's speach on ‘The Medla and Northern Ireland
was designated as tite following weekendts ‘key-npte speeciy, and it
was noted that Mr, lHeseltiue -was speaking on_the following day,
when the TUC Women's Conference was taling place, and that
firs. Cppenbelm would issuc a statenent on the proposed increase
in pas prices,

le Ulster Unionists . . : .
et LT ONTETS

r. Neave fintroduced his. paper (LGC/77/157)« . There was a
discussion and tliz conclusions in paragraph 5 werc agreed. The
following points .were also agreed:

(i) "te should wrew attention to the fact that uneaployment
in Horthern lreland was «¢ a disastrous level, anu we shoulc scei,
to blawe the Government for their contribullon to tils Bituation
anc draw aftention to our pelicies for remedying it, -

{i1) The burden of ‘dlrect taxstion and the future of praiuar
Eciools and educatiomal Standerds were also dssues in Horfhera
lrelanc wotell we could,witn value, drew attention to,

‘Lavolution

virs. Thateher reported that Me, Dym, My, Atkins and uerself
has lad a discussion with the Prime Minister on 8th March. The
Prime linister made no proposals, and no particular reaction was
mede’ to our proposal for a Select Comultrée of both Houses to
examine the subject, It was noted that nothing had been published
about this discussion eXcept the fact that it had taken place, and
that talks would continuc between Mr. Byn and kMr. Foot on an
ad hoc basis,
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€. Other Business

There was a discussion of the situaticn wegarding the payment
of pratuities to those serving with the Fleet Adr Avm. 1L was
noted that 5ir Ian Gilmour had written to Mr. Mulley, and Lt was
ggreed that we should campaipgn vigorously ageinst any &ttempt Dy
'E% Government te deny their full rights to Chese invelved.

Mry Whitelaw reported on the situation regarding the Police

pay dispute, and jt was agreed that we could do little more at
this stage.

The meeting closed at 64135 p.m.
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