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REVISED AGHRNDA

Devolution will not now be taken at the meeting
on Wednesday, 3let March, It will, however, be
discuseed at the LOC meeting next week on Wedneaday,
Tth April.
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LEADER*S CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE
106TH MWEETING

+0C p.m., Wednea th April 1976, in the

Lesder's Room at the House of Commons

AGERDA

1, HKinutes of the 105th Meeting

2.  Future Business

3. Fortheoming Events

4. Devolution = A Paper of Optioms open to the
Congervative Party, by Mr. Whitelaw
(LCC/76/107) ~ previougly c¢irculated

5. Any Other Business
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Minutss of the 105th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
... On Welneaday, Tth April 1976, in the Leader's
. Room a% “the Honge 'of Commons
Present: ¥ra, Fhetcher ' (if the’Chair)
¥r. Whitelaw, Sir Xeith Josegph
Tord Carrington, Lord Hailsham
¥r. Maudling, Bir Jeoffrey Howe
 ¥r. Prior, Mr. Pym, Mr. Gilmour:
Jehkin, " My, -'St. ‘John-Steval
_"Mr, 'Heseltine, Mr. Maude -
© L7 Mr. Buchanan~Smith, Mr. Edwarda
“1. - Mre Weave, ¥rs. Oppenhein
Mr. Biffen, Lerd Thorneycreft -

Mr.. Atkina

by, Speed (item 2), ¥r. Stanley
tr) Eattes, krs Ridley. !
¥r, ‘Nicliolzon, Mr, Wynn

Apolog:i_ gi

e 'Peytnihr Mry: Ruison’

Propossd Busitiedd for 22¢h = ‘15' th April

0 Nonday, 12th Ajrtl thers wouid bé tha Conclusion of
the Budpat Dabate. This would be followed by a Debmte on EEC
Dooumente B/451/75 and R/452/76 cn Proteins (Mr. Py

',
Mr. Scott-Hopicine) and by she Lords imendmants to the Rating
(Caraven Sifes) Bill. =

On Tussday, 13th April Mr, 'D. Skiaser would sesk leave
to introduce his House of lorda (Abolition) Bill under the
10 Mizute Dule. This would be followed by e Supply Day, on
which 2 webate on the 11th Report from the Expenditure Committee,
Sessica 3574-75 on The Children and Young Persons Act 1963
{HC 534) and any Special Reports ihereon would take plate.

On Wednesday, l4th April Mr. Oryer would seek laave to
introduce his Health and Safety at Work (Amendment) Bill under
the 10 Minute Rule. Thie would'be followed by the Easter
Adjournment :D]ebatas and “the House would {then rise for the
Eeater Racesds i ' S '

_Hir. Speed Téported on‘preparations for the looal government
glections. There was 'm-discuspion and it wag sereed that:

i} We should seek to have a Supply Day before the
local elections, on one of the three subjects of local
government interest on which we wers well prepared, VviZ.:
housing stock,. sele of council hoiwes or municipal itrading.
T wag. moteB, however, that’ the:Government was likely to try
to. ayoid latting ue. ] pply ‘Day before these slections,




i1} We should ensure thot the terms of referenca
for any such debate related omly to Englend and Wales and
not to Scotland, o 'as to avoid giving the .SFP an opportunity
to intervens. : T

iii} . ¥b'was important tq brief the candidates who
were likely to be the leaders.and commities chairtten on those
councils where we expected to ‘gain comirel, s¢ a3 1o ensure
that they were prepared from khe outset both to take
initiatives and implement Conservetive policies.

t) Mr, Stonchouse-

R AIT
¥rs, Thatcher reporfed $haj the death of Mr, 0'Malley

and the decision-of:Mr.-Stonghouse to resign the Labour whip
meant thet the Goverrment was now in s minority. n
nceordence with the suies. ¢f, the House, we were now pressing
for an Opposition majority of one on’'all Standing Committees
which wera set up ou Yuture Bilie, There was s discussion
ani it _was agreed that:

i) We should seek to discover Whether, in the cir—
sumatances thet tmd now arisgm, the belisf that the compesition
of existing Standing Committge: -

ses could not be changed was
valid and, if so, what the authority for this was.

ii) To mamber of oup Fron% Bench would intervene
durirg the débate on Fridey, 9%h April on Mr, Stonehouse's
metion on the Condition of England. While we would not
actively meck %o dizsunde-our Lackbenchers from speaking in .
that debate, it was desirablé to presa om’ to the naxt
mo%ion, in the wame ofclr, Durant,on gelting value fov noney
in local- government: S -

o) Resgiing to the Budget

There was a discussicn of vericus aspects of the Budget,
in particular $he.question of how we weuld reack to ihe
Goveransntts promises of ta¥% popgessions conditionsl s the
aﬁ'een@gnt cef the TUG to.a certain pey limit. It was sgreed
the Cond o, e

E4Y We Should vote agains® %he first Budget rescluficn
on Honday, 12th April on a three line whip.

PR} . . s § .
- ' 45) . While.ws, ghould put the congtitutional arguments

agpinst the Govariment a propoass, deal, we should recognise |
that “tHe ‘move wak: likels %0, obisin extencive publie support.”
If the IUC agreed o what the Government required it would be
difficult to oppome either the naw pay limit or the tax cubs.

iii) We ghoulG warn that oue of the problems of = -
bargeining with the TUC over pay regtraint was that in return
“tHe Government. was:lilkely: to-be presped to agree to further
undesirabie legiziatton ahd :0thex. Deasares which would harm
the econcmy.

Davolution o . . - X
* e R R EE IR '
¥r, Whitelaw introduced.hip paper {LCC/T6/107 - Devolution,
.'Paper of Optione open. $o,the Conservative Party). We
ricedell o' debaimina dur line, fon Ahe SBcottish Party conference
on l4th=15tn Nay. With regard to any details beyond our com=
mitment to & directly olected Aesembly, it was best to keep
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our option3 open so fay as poseible and await publication of
the Govermmentis legislative propossls. We expected one
Bill, rather than twe, probably by Juns.

There was & discussion amd Yr. Whitelaw's genaral approach
wag agreed, as were the following points:

1) We could not rerege on our commitment to a
Scottish Assembly, end this should broadly follow +the lines
proposed in the Douglas-Home Eeport.

i1) We should emphasise the need %0 ensure that, if
and when o directly elected Scottish Assgubly was set up, the
Conearvetive end Unlonist viewpoint in it was amply snd effec~
tively represented.

iii) Mr, Whitelaw would pesk to discuss the likely
Government programme with Ninisters. .

iv)  We should peek to persuade our English MPs that,
if we were to be cvedible &s the Party of the Union and es
8 "oational® Party, their duty was %o respect the wishes of
the majority of the Socottish Conservative Party with regard
to Scottisk effairs.

¥) ¥rs. Thatcher, Mr. Whitelaw and Nr, Buchanan-Smith
would discuss the lina to be teken in speeches to the Scettish
Party Conference, and would bring their conclusicns to &
meeting of the ICC after Ezster.

The meeting closed at 6.20 p.m.
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