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AGENDA
1. Mimmtes of the 83rd and the B4th Meetings
2e Future Bugineea - -
3+ Pevolution - paper by Mr, Rifkind, ICCA75/89,
to fellow
4. Any other business
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITOEE

¥inutes-of: the 85th Meeting held st 5.00 p.m.
on Wedneaday,;.26th Howemher 1375, in the
Leadex s t theé House of Commons

Present ‘Mra. Thatcher ' (in the Chair)
Mr, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph
Mr. Wsudling, Bir Geoffrey Howe
Lord Cerrington, Mr. Jenkin .
Mr, Pgyton, My, St. John-Stevas
. Mr. Heeelbtine, Mr, Raisen

Mry ¥aude, Nr. Buchanan-Smith
Wr. Edwards,.Mr. Neave™ . -

. Mr, Younger, ¥e, Fowler &

.. Mrs. Oppenheim, Mr. Jopling.

- lord Tommeyorofs | . .

Apologies: ~  Lord Hailshaz, Mr. Gilmour
Mr. Prior .
In attendance: Mr. Rifkind, ‘Mr, Butler ~
Mr. Patten, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Nicholson

Pronosed Business for thé Wiek' 1mt-8th Deember

On Mondey, let December, there would be the Second Resding
of the Agriculture (Miscellenepus Provisions) Bill (Mr. Jopling)
Tollowed by & moticn on the White Fish end Herring Subsidies
(United Kingdom) (¥o,3} Scheme (Mr. Buchanan~Smith).

On Tuesday, 2nd Decewber, there would be the Second
Reading of the Aircraft end Shipbuilding Industries Bill
(Mr. Heseltime, S5ir Keith Joseph). This would be followed
by the remaining stages of the OFECD Support Fund Bill
sbﬂr. David Howell) and the Moneylenders (Crown Agents) Pill
Mr, Griffiths).

On Wednesday, 3rd December, there would be = Supply Day,
with & Debate on Developments in the Furcpesn Commuhities
(Mr, Maudling, Mr. Scott~Hoplkins}. This would be followed
by the remaining stages of the Northern Ireland (Loans) Bill
{Mr. David Howell) and motions on the Northern Ireland Ordera
relating to Rates, Bann Reservoir, Insurance Companies, Firearms
and Bducstion {Mr. Biggs-Davigon).

On Thursday, 4th December, there would be a debate on the
Report of the Committee oxy House of Commons AGministration
(HC No, 624) {Mr. Peyton). This would be followed by the
Secol):d Reading of the Civil List Bill (Krs. Thatcher, Sir Geoffrey
Howe), s . .

Oﬂ Priday, Sth i)aceﬁhezf, there wonld bge the Second Rerding
of the Folise Bill (Iir. Gilmour, Lr, Allsonl}, :
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On Monday, 8%th December, there would be & Supply Dey, with
subjest to be decifed. . PP

2, Yatters Arising on Business

After a 'sHort giscusdion it was agreed to have a three
line whip for the Secon® Reading of” the Civil ‘Limt Bill on
4th December, It was elso sgreed that colleagués and the
Research Department would send supggesticns for subjects for
the Supply Pey on 8th December %e Nr. Atkins in time for the
next meeking cn 3rd Debeuber, | T :

3.  Devolution

Mr. Whitelaw repoited'on tHe axpected contents of the
Government ' . Whitq Paper.on Devolutioen, and Mr, Rifkind
introduced his Poliny Paper 'on'Develution from the Scottish
Devolution Policy, Grodp (I0C/75/69). - There wes a diascuesion.
The general arguments gnd proposals in Mr. Rifkind's paper
wera approved, but it 'wis agreed that we should not reproduce
the detailed points of that paper in reacting to the
Dovarnmens's proposalal 1t wad designed to provide clear
background guidence for owr gensral commente on the proposals.
It was agreed that -thesp geneygl considerations were:

(a} We were interested in déevoluticn as & means of
dispersing Government power, pot &8 & mechanism for making
... the br;éalf'_gp_bf"théjm: a. resl poselbility.

(b) We showld ettack the clumsy and spparsntly unworkable
especte of the White Paper, drawing attention to the clear
dangers of increaging bureaucracy, . increasing burdens on
taxpayers, end more—tardy—and-inefficient administration. ..

(e} We aﬁbuia‘-ESpeg'iailj atback’ snny weskening of central
Government control 'over, puplic expenditure which would: result
from the Government proposdlsy . :

() - We should try kg evoid meking s mumber of firm long
term, detailed compifpenta on the ‘sub ject; as it was thought
thet the Govermment proposals 'Were unlikely in their present
ferm to suryive .z prolduged period of debate, during which
publir_f,‘op:m:{.?n _:p:l.‘ght_':gb‘,ange _c‘olhei.derably. R -

4. Gther Business

*The Segkyish snd Welsh Naticnalists had’ requested that we
should offer then one of the Oppoeliion Supply Deys, in -
edditionite the die which, on’ yate “preécédent, we were lika

to .offar to, the;Tikerdle, . AZYer g short diecussion it wee
-agreed -thgt e, Bhould make two of the Supply Days available.
to the Séotiish and Welsh Fatipnaligs, the Liberale and the
Uleater Unionists, for them to’share as they wished. T

With a Government, ghgfament on the futur
Hotor Company. iz, prospect, 1% wes. agrepd that we should support
. -the foveytiment. i1 Fney. tpok a . firm line against-a’ complete
"hail-out"' of the cofmpany. e should of courde condemn any
attempts by the Government t¢ introduce irrelevant politicel:
argumenta,. guch ep bleming the free epterprise system or the

‘the future of the Chryaler

cperetions of miltisnational compenies. K
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The mecting closed at 6.15 p.m.
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