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@INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Th

Teceived a number of oral reports.

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that the adjourned talks between the
that ard (NCB) and National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) had resumed
m

0 -
thag, ‘iing and continued following a break at lunchtime. He understood
a

"mber of new and revised drafts had been advanced for discussion

tiag
The the day, but that the position of neither side had changed in substance.

a
ssessment of

breg 4 airman of the NCB was that the talks were likely to
a.djohrnwn shortly, test news was that the talks had again been
®d and were to Omed at 8,30 pm that evening.
The
Qunyp
attend °TS of pits workin the same as on the previous day and !
|

an
| Sﬂuth D . vere better. Vo ch had been taken at pits throughout

o .
I'bys'hlr'e had reaffirme tention of miners in the area to continue

@\
flnnu:k. ].Zn Leicestershire, where pits had returned to work that Monday after
thua‘no :%ldays, attendances were 350 higher than before the break. There was
s*hor‘cly blgn 0f fulfilment of earlier fears_that men who returned to work
fore the beginning of their ho

lif
y £ .
| the by ¥ h011day pay but with the inten resuming the strike after

Q
oy,

ent,

eriod had done so in order to

been mg: °% coal continued at a satisfactory le 0,000 tonnes of coal had
ill‘flu deded the previous day alone. Train movement e previous day had

* from the Coalville depot.
THE Ay

ORNEY .
"ty GENERAL said that the High Court that day had declared the recent

. to
Illegal the Miles of the NUM establishing new disciplinary procedures to be
ottinghamshire

" Y Vas
mlﬂers °ld ang of no effect. . The Court had granted a numbe

4 in .
pblic Mjunction restraining the NUM from using the new proc The

he
011 0f the . :
the €arlier decision by the Court prohibiting discussion o

.

t Prg
"y in Posed rule change at the recent NUM Special Delegate Confer
¢ whi
ould b teh the latest judgement of the Court had been given, however,
1»

b ts
ra%h had ot sought to have penalties imposed against the

) e
Ipenalti&ken a8 implying that the Attorney General could seek the impositi
es

1f he considered it in the public interest to do so. An attempt
1
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the NUM to use the purported new disciplinary procedures in defianc

would lay those responsible open to serious consequences. Any e
0
i os sought on the basis of breaches of the previous ruling of b 44io?
The qué

WO bably be fines imposed on Mr Scargill and Mr Heathfield.

areful

locus to undertake such proceedings required further €

of hi

conside@ in the light of the terms in which the Court had deliVered

its lates Wment.

THE HOME SECRETARY said that there had been no significant change in $0°

position regarding law and order. Arrangements had been set in plac® t?dgtion

collect regular an rehensive information on the incidence of intl rmatioﬂ

in the dispute. He ed that publicity should be given to this int?

on appropriate occasio ugh he did not propose to arrange for A0S

routine publication.

THE LORD CHANCELLOR said tha d been invited to attend in the L ojs

reports of alleged delays occ the prosecution in the Courts of caﬂ;gbt

arising from the dispute. He un rstood, however, that any delay whicl m:he

have occurred had arisen from the lack of committal préceedings beg™ ances

police; and that the Courts had not delayed dealing with indictabledoji: Jple
e

areas where it was
i‘bh in . ateS!
nagls

when the police were ready to bring a ca

to increase the rate at which committal p gs were dealt W

Magistrates' Courts, it was possible for hi oint stip&n‘ﬁ-“‘ry rned'
but he could do this only in response to a reqa om the Court® conc®
Even if stipendiaries were provided, however, it be possib:‘-e fo¥
defendants to slow down the rate at which committa edings could.be 9"
undertaken by insisting on the use of the ancient an i jcate "Sect;;:ice
committal procedure, rather than the more rapid modern alternative: a’oive'
in the matter lay entirely with the defendant. In principle, &P alte™”

use et

direct route to the Crown Court might be available through the

voluntary indictment procedure. This would be an unusual proc

W

and it would be for the Attorney General to decide whether it
him to adopt it.

stion'

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the que £i0
t né

whether or not the Attorney General should seek penalties agains
ourt

officers of the NUM in respect of- their breach of the earlier C 'ngh
tbi

should be considered further in the light of the wishes of the No

2
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The Secretary of State for Energy should advise on this point.,
feantime, the Attorney General should give further consideration to

¥3on of his locus in any such proceedings in the light of the latest

Judg
Comg 4 of the High Court. The position regarding the rate at which
The B Ceedings were taking place in the Courts was not entirely clear,
Om
shoy) 4 “We ary, together with the Lord Chancellor and Attorney General,
fup

Vigor I'"lnvestigate alleged cases of delay. They should pursue
Ous
ly a1l available means of accelerating the prosecution of alleged

ing from the dispute and report further to the Group.

The Group i 0
| Invited the :

1,
lik Se
Appey) Ottitude of

. “1ey Gen
ationg) eral to s

Union of Mi
ear] « 0 ine
lier decision of the

0
ffenc es aris

of State for Energy to advise further on the
tinghamshire miners to action by the

nalties against national officers of the

in respect of their breach of the

urt.

2,

the Ainvitt‘-'d the Home Secre y consulting the Lord Chancellor and

acCeleron.ley General, to pursue vigorously all possible means of
dispute?‘tmg the prosecution of alleged offences arising from the

y and to report further to the Group.
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STRIAL ACTION IN THE DOCKS

Th

Teceived a number of oral reports.

T g
g OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that there were some promising
t .
the I ua Statements by Mr Connolly, the National Docks Officer of
r
Bive, “iSport ang General Workers Union (TGWU) to the effect that assurances

(N])]_S)bza:;he Government on the future of the National Dock Labour Scheme
| 1 oy N0 bearing on the strike, had increased confusion generally, and
issue i Allong dOCWn particular, over the true nature of the points at
Qad been reported in the media that the TGWU convenor
1

1

. .
POTt from strike There were reports, though it was not yet

ed to them, that normal handling of freight

ey
1‘ﬁaanlla];,(m Tesume at Dover th morning., If this were so, it was
hight b le to hope that workers e other ports affected by the dispute
® tempted to follow suit.
by
serio
P&per hlls shortages owning to the strike e imminent., Supplies of bacon,
’
| 2\1&&]:8 4 vheat and packaging material begin to run short in about

Ot And 011; wheat and fats after 3 we

afy otton might begin to run
er
t Weeks and wood pulp after 5.

Q

he
"thep .
b1°°kad Main development that day was action by drivers imposing
€] 5
Moo, the United Kingdom on the M20 and in Calais. The

t
¢ i
| Qddition " France, largely by British hauliers, threa;
a
% . French ports. He understood that French hauliers had threatened

spre&
d
. the blockade to all French ports.

Ty |
CRE gy

oy gy OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that both sides in
[ a

%

8

| Naay .

tho eEtlng on +t . - 3
ghy he following afternoon. This was unexpected: it ha

un .
:ay Wte llkely that the sides would meet until the following day or @
r
H‘.h ’ fOllowing the conclusion of the Delegate Conference to be hel
Q) TGWU

to spread to

pute
00 pm that evening under the auspices of the Adviso

i&ti
°l and Arbitration Service (ACAS) and were expected to c

°N the morning of 19 July.
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jrmed
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that his sources cont
e reasons

ockers at many ports were confused and dissatisfied over th

a4 most'
strike, though it seemed that support for it continued solid 11

or the larger scheme ports. There were indications, also, that 5
| 0
TGWU m employed in road haulage had been bringing pressure to bear
the uni bring the dispute to an early resolution.
haﬁ Bst

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that, with the

T
basgic foodstuffs fo

coming on, the country contained sufficient stocks of
more or less indefinite endurance. Stocks of processed foods stood at o8

. acc
eed at 3=4 weeks, extendable to 5=b weeks if

| . ocks*
f soya currently strikebound in leerpool 8 o 89

46 weeks and of

ing particularly in mind that dir

had a markedly counterproductive |

stimulate such a developmen
against panic buying in the p
THE MINISTER FOR THE ARMED FORCES said that existing plans for Se

assistance in dealing with the effect of a dock strike, which were

£ life, were being Teé? | 4509
pde -

plant could be provi o d? i

lo than that provi#e

es
maintaining supplies only of the essential vy

It was clear already that Service manpow
within Great Britain on a considerably lar

previous plans. For these resources to be p

vires in the circumstances and that skilled manag

available to direct the use of Service resources,

by TGWU members for a conclusion to the strike was welcome,

concerted and effective efforts which had been made by busines

for ports constituencies to expose the lack of any reasonable

strike and mobilise opinion against it. It was to be hoped tha?

would be maintained at their present intensity. In their public ®
doub?®

dispé

Ministers should continue to press home the point that serious

about the existence of any valid grounds for continuing with the

The Group - heif
| t
of |

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's suming UP
discussion. 5
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