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'RIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Teceived a number of oral reports.

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that deliveries of coal the previous

»ed at levels which were high in the circumstances. Three

ad been on holiday the previous week had returned to work that
One Pit which had been producing coal was on maintenance that day.
, forty-three pits were working normally and a further pit which had
mi::rzozking Norma s on holiday. At one pit in Scotland wh?re some
Yirgy t.&d returned y face workers had reported that morning for the

We anqg there w prospect of some production soon.

. agqss . o

unplea:tlon to the serious ce at Orgreave, there had been heavy and

lorri S Picketing that monﬁt Shirebrook. Both that day's convoys of
fom Orgreave had got A in spite of the tactics resorted to by

1n an attempt to stop them.

It
W _ i
Prog notlceable that once again violent picketing had coincided with the
en .
to hi "¢ of My Scargill., It was underst at the injuries which had led
8 . |
a b&nk a‘dlnléassion to hospital that day had z@ed when he had slipped down
n Q
ra W
Vith “Te no Plans on the part of the National Co ard (NCB) to proceed
& .
ag a mﬁnagement ballot. The suggestion that a b as being prepared
Tig ‘
q‘lesti 1 from o misreported remark of Mr MacGregor™s e in answer to a

on |
b al] .at & Press Conference. A letter would, however, be sent by the NCB

"eek. 1eTs on 90 June, and a further letter was planned for the following

Ty

" t:fC:ETAHI OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that he had Chairman
3¢ Wag :11:'1811 Steel Corporation (BSC) earlier that day. The inte f

Dreaa reltlll to Suspend coke runs 'from the Orgreave depot on 22 J

" the fO:aSe to that effect which had originally been intended for reYe

s a resuliowing day had been released a day early at the request of the

0f the day's violence, the depot itself had suffered damage to
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3l
erfic?
s and railways, as well as the loss of its gates and other, moTe sup |
n
e. BSC staff at the depot had been understandably alarmed. It wa® ot
)
|

m
irely clear what statements had been made by the local BSC manag®
ipitid
ad agreed to run the second convoy of the day, after some 1ni ‘
when they had received an assurance from the police that it ot
C

could b *xough. It remained the clear public intention of the BS |

coke runs m"Orgreave should continue until 22 June. - |

anwer” |

ed Y
event of the blacking of coal movements threaten ey

idnight that night. The BSC were confident that "
s to supply Ravenscraig by road, but were in 807
chieved in the case of Llanwern. The Chaimi‘:ﬂ

se to the civil law., Time for con-‘ﬂidergnbl

was short: if coal supplies o cease that night, it would be necessé”

to bank the furnaces at Llanw oh20 June. Civil action might take the |
form of injunctions against the An&l Union of Railwaymen (NUR

Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen (ASLEF

He had discussed with the Chairman the question of coal supplies to Ll

and Ravenscraig in t

railwaymen's union
could revert to arran
doubt. whether this coul

was seriously considering

or against the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) over picketing.
an had in mind that th€

for either course was available, but the ;
a
be better against the ¥

of effective enforcement of an injunctio

unions than against the NUM, whose finances ess centralised.

THE HOME SECRETARY said that he had had discussi
both the Association of Metropolitan Authorities
County Councils (ACC) about the arrangements which h
contribution from the Exchequer towards the cost of p
It was clear that the present arrangement to meet centrally 90 pe
costs of policing the dispute in excess of the product of a 1p rates
though it was, still left the authorities most severely affect
serious additional burden. He was consulting the Chief Secret
on an arrangement which would meet the genuine concern of the aut
seriously affected while maintaining the principle that some contri
should continue to be made from local sources to the costs of P°lici

dispute.
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ci *ARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT said that
S

h * Plantg at Ravenscraig and Llanwern had received three principal coal
’ th ¥ each on the previous day. British Rail (BR) had reported earlier
a

that they did not see current difficulty at Llanwern.

: ::::g@ Vious week, BR had tightened up discipline at their Shirebrook
anq, ;f I::h using to work coal trains had been given time for reflection
| Sugge €Y Persisted, sent home without pay. This tactic had been
: depo tss::l’ and BR intended to apply it during the current week at their

Coalville Toton.

In q
1s
“i8sion the fo were the main points made -

: It had been wi inaccurately reported in the media that
o funs from Orgreav‘ een suspended because of violent picketing
::rej No doubt BSC wou tXis:i.ng quickly to ensure that this
*¢ing impression was no wed to stand.
3
e 1.). The question of recourse to the civil law was one for management
b " the industries affected by the dis@e. Action against the NUR
::e:iljm‘ might have attractions fo rom the point of view of
actionlve t.enforcement. It could no d so be argued in favour of
0f &ct'agalnSt the rail unions and not agfli the NUM thgt the threat
Corporlm.l by railwaymen was a more immedia serious threat to the
i taig atlox.l's commercial interests than NUM ng. On the other hand,
. thf :"tlffn against the rail unions but not [Athe NUM in spite
¢he premse acf'lcs which NUM members were pursuing o 1cket lines at BSC
» o ack: Might be difficult to justify to public opinion and might seem
. BSC°"1edgement that violence could be indulged in with impunity.
if they Would no doubt give appropriate weight to the lik od that,
o5t by SOught an injunction against the rail unions, mov of coal

train .
M in the Midlands would be brought to a halt,

T
’o the ?IME MINISTER

Ongyy » Summing up the discussion, said that the Group ha
: tats
b) Chlef o “olons which were taking place between the Home Secretary an

“Cret, T
ary, Treasury on arrangements for contributions from the Exch )
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e 1o the

e cost of policing the dispute. They should report the outcom
It was to be hoped, following the serious turn of events at .
that morning, that the BSC would take prompt action with the med1?
record straight on their intentions regarding movements of coKe
t. This was most important if it was to be made clear thatime
violent % of the pickets had not succeeded. The Group should mee®
again later that week to discuss developments on picketing at Orgrea"earld
elsewhere and the extent of any response by the railwaymen to unionl calls

for the blacking of coal movements to steel works,

The Group - @

Le Took note, wit
of their discussion.

val, of the Prime Minister's summing UP

2, Invited the Home s o report to the Group the outcom®
of his consultations with t ief Secretary, Treasury on

arrangements for Exchequer contributions towards the cost of
policing the dispute.

Cabinet Office
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