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STRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

P received a number of oral reports.

THE

be Y OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that great union pressure continued to
a . L] L . i

. .Ppl Ah 1n public and 1n private to those union members who opposed the
rlke.

tef) number of arrests on picket lines that morning might possibly
€ct eff

(NUM) to ra

Qumbe of p

Orts by the national leadership of the National Union of Mineworkers
1se the temperature of the dispute. Nevertheless, roughly the same

lts was ating that morning as the previous week. In

ork passed in each case. A rally in favour of
d the following day outside the Nottinghamshire

ancashire branch of the NUM was holding a

le
fa Vi Conference that dd
our of the

Wity 1 ' Aut against tactics aimed at forcing out
out .
 further ballot those #o had voted to work.

blmited amoun

¢ lang
e

begp ¢ at Small ports and some sligh

Te :
POrted in the picketing of open c

expected outcome of which was a call in

$ of imported coal, most of it of special grades, continued to

ction during the previous week had

es.

Media e
e Depy

the Teeo
the

e . ; : : :
fage of the dispute over the weeker@ included an interview with

t ‘. ; ‘
Y Leader of the Opposition, some of w atements had sat 1ll with

rd : ; o
°f previous Labour Governments on clos ay and investment 1in

¢ :
Oal lndustr " " ’ »
Y. Panorama’ that evening would 1

Uspyy,, »an item on the
il : : . : ; . : ;
M;- Neg ; cl“dlng a recorded interview with Mr Scargi and an i1nterview with
mith

He}r
1m831f
Of s had been invited to appear, but had declined. Reports in the press

» Industrial Relations Director of the National Coal Board (NCB).

“Mpron+
of ¢ty Mise proposals" allegedly in preparation by the NCB he resolution

discu:s:::pue wWere speculative and unfounded, as were reports ripartite
Drocedure : Were pending between the NCB, the NUM and the Gover
0fthe G!.Or'Such talks did exist, but he had made it clear‘well
“’its s:lnn?ng of the strike that there was no prospect that he wo ee
abash;f While no agreement existed between the NCB and the NUM to p
be 3 discussion. The NCB were considering, however, whether it mi

€51
fab] »
e . L L)
to make some gesture 1n favour of those miners who had continu
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, 1ing-
were aware that any such move would require the most careful hand L

A

of me

l ork, perhaps by paying them the wage increase currently on offer.

. u
d shortly to provide a paper for discussion 1in a small sub-GrovP Q

rebuilding coal stocks for the winter of 1984/85. B

r

g the

}!!I . | b
THE MINISTER OF STATE, HOME OFFICE said that, in response to the threat oo f

and mor* H

; 5
. . ; icket
d. In spite of an increase in the numbers of P ¢hos*

taken placé a

President of the NUM to increase numbers of pickets in Nottinghamsh1lI€s

Police Support Units (about 300 men) had been moved into the county,

were available 1if

orning, and of the arrests which had

heir places of work had been able tO do SO

in Nottinghamshire
miners who wished to

£ rail

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FO PORT said that the high levels © ith

deliveries achieved at the the previous week were being ma
about 50 coal trains expected * that day. The scale of the P

rail movements had been reduced ‘and currently concerned a single ra

;intaineds

ith
roblem Wik

11lman

operating 1 signal box.

hat 27 pickets were rep
d the

ussions

THE MINISTER OF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE @

morning at the steel works at Ravenscraig

unions were still permitting only 1 coal t day. Further d1S€

were due later that day between representativ he steel workers

; : . : e
the NUM and National Union of Railwaymen 1in an to resolve th

inter-union disagreement.

Cq
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that, Rave 30
there were no reports of major difficulties for industry, though he Y : ]jeﬁ
that the NCB were themselves beginning to feel some concern over the =
of industrial coal available.
of

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the mai

the number of pits working in the face of strong pressures to StF?

: . . mil
encouraging. There was no sign, however, of an early ballot which 3
gion

to an end to the dispute: indeed, it was possible that an early né ..
The GOVe™™
W

might not in current circumstances lead to a return to work . oB
NCD s

; | . ) e
should continue to leave the conduct of the dispute strictly tO .
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dli .
) 98 of it the Group commended. The Government should continue to make
18+ ¢ 10 spite of any speculation to the contrary in the media, that it was
C g-ul
o doth ip LLs approach to the strike and in its determination to continue
D 0 from becoming a party to the dispute whether in tripartite talks
ach; In the meantime, it was vital to maximise endurance both by
levy . . : . y s
th CI8 maximum possible levels of coal deliveries and by exploiting to
rhe € ful] : .
y ternative means of power generation. The Secretary of State

fOr
R fnergy shou

ing] ld give a full report to Cabinet on 3 May on these matters,
moTe udlng the ¢

Holig urrent attrition rate and details of any net effect from Bank
a ’ o . L] L] L]
et? | 1984/8)?3. Discuss f possible means of rebuilding stocks for the winter of
0 b
E,Eh 3 Should ta as proposed by the Secretary of State for Energy in
Smalle, Broup |
The Group - o
dy wit' I To k . . o
o 4 OK note, with ap of the Prime Minister's summing up of their
W;th | 130ussion .
' 2 a
c;biinvltEd the Secretary of State for Energy to report on endurance to
su :°t on 3 May on the basis described by the Prime Minister in her
ak .
d d‘i in aInvltEd the Secretary of State nergy to provide for discussion
, rgﬂ for tﬁmal}er Group a paper on poss ans of rebuilding coal stocks
' € Winter of 1984/85.
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