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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Up considered a number of oral reports.

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that the same number of pits were working

vious day. Numbers of miners going to work had increased,

however, numbers of pickets were smaller and their morale was lower.

Mi :
'0ers in the Midlands were ignoring a call by the union to strike. Levels

°f deliveries to power stations were being maintained. It had been possible

t > .
0 achievye helpful els of imports, including some imports of coke for larger

total endurance remained unchanged: the Central

A
; Problem had arisen over ts of oilburn since the Group's earlier
i .
SCussion at MISC 101(84) 4 e@ting. The Electricity Consumer Councils
wo

uld haye the right to commen oposals for any increases in charges

co
.nsequent on an increase in oilburn., Not only would this increase public

uld be taken by the CEGB at

ration of how the costs of

b He suggested that no act
e
i "0ment to jncrease charges, and that
01

burn Should be borne should be postponed a later stage.

) in the media and

ications, however, that
o favoured the

becoming increasingly frustrated at the restraint shown by the

The

o e had peen pressure on the National Coal Boa
s
SWhere o renew action in the Courts, There we

thog

| ® leaders of the National Union of Mineworkers (
Strike were
NCB

; hln 8 dispute which they saw as the decisive confrontation on closures.
9% memberg of the National Executive of the NUM had called f

- a national
a
ot following a meeting on the previous day. That meeting

en en on

Co .

uni “raglng development and a blow to the morale of militants w he
10 )

NCR " In his view there was as yet -no justification for a chang

's t&ctics.
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current pay negotiations for workers in the electricity supply industry

have implications for the miners' dispute., The CEGB hoped that it
mi
cent prospects would be clearer after an informal neeting between the
Board ion leaders due to take place later that week, If a gettlement
was reac &wever, it would be formally concluded on 11 April, the day
before the@®ext scheduled meeting of the National Executive of the NUM.

A settlement at that point could clearly be of help to moderate elements

on the Executive in seeking a national strike ballot. It would not be

was customary in the electricity supply industry,
t the settlement in a way which maximised, or evell
ncrease agreed, In consultation with the CEGB,

that the true level of any settlement for

591 April was accurately reported.

THE HOME SECRETARY said that, Secretary of State for Energy's report
ontinued successfully. The pickets'

helpful, however, if

the unions were to
exaggerated, the leve
he would be seeking to

electricity supply worker

had shown, the police operation
latest tactic of blocking major roads had been anticipated by the police

and dealt with promptly and successfully, The effect of the blockades

possible to reach an early settlement at a level around 4,5-4.6 per ‘

C
on public opinion had been counter-produ to the strikers' case. He :
had appeared on radio and television ear at day to talk about the
blockades and had taken the opportunity to that no deterioration F E
was taking place in the level of working in 1 fields.

W
: ed i
THE MINISTER OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND I said that, as repor®

previously, some foundries were running short of fu
the British Steel Corporation (BSC) had reported prob
steel works. At Teesside, there was some prospect that members of the
Transport and General Workers Union (TGWU) might refuse to unload & ©
due to arrive on Sunday 1 April. If this happened, the plant ¢ close
by 3 April, The works at Scunthorpe, usually supplied from a &

in Sheffield which had been heavily picketed, might have to ceas

on 14 April if no further supplies were obtained. Less immediatel

pot

was a need to obtain further supplies for Llanwern.

| K>
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PARLTAMENTARY UNDER~SECRETARY OF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE said that the

lon in Scotland as regards pickets remained unchanged. The South of
Electricity Board (SSEB) was increasing oilburn in order to maintain
contribution to supplies in England and Wales via the

or., This would be done as unobtrusively as possible, though

1t wag 1 ifable that the start-up of oil-fired plant at Inverkip would

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that it was encouraging

th
%t the level of production achieved the previous week was being

™ to their place of work were able to do so.
3 Secretary of State ergy should examine and report further to the

continued to be done to maximise
endurange in the country as a The Home Secretary should continue

?0 Monitoyp closely the public ofler *aspects of the dispute. For the reasons
tdentifieq by the Secretary of State for Emergy in his oral report, the Group
*8reed that ng action should be taken for the time being to raise electricity
charges to consumers to reflect increased

Gr
%Up would return to this question at a
Pol icy

t8 to the CEGB arising from oilburn., The

stage. In the meantime, the

diSputeof the Government should continue t o leave the conduct of the
1tself to the NCB and to ensure so f

wag
taken by Ministers or others to raise the

ogsible that no action

| ture of the dispute
ted

in )
ways which might strengthen the hands of the

Iy
¢ The Group -
at L. ) Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of
' e1lr discussion.,

f-. Invited the Secretary of State for Energy to inveat@ and
n ®Port further on endurance in Northern Ireland.

g;nt Agreed that no action should be taken for the present

b ral Electricity Generating Board to raise electricity cha
NSumers to reflect the additional costs of oilburn,

)
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@COS‘I‘S OF POLICING THE DISPURE

SECRETARY said that he had discussed further with the Secretary

r the Enviromment, who could not be present that aftermoon,

SECRET AND PERSONAL

of S

questi i sing from the costs of policing the dispute. The Group
had agre t®its fourth meeting (MISC 101(8%4) 4th Meeting, summing up)

to exempt additional expenditure on policing the dispute from grant
holdback, subject to a threshold. The Secretary of State for the Environme
to do this by means of a threshold of 50 pence per
ther consideration of the formula had made it possible
in the threshold to 10 pence per head. The

nvironment considered the retention of a thresho

nt

had initially propo

head of populatio
to contemplate a re

Secretary of State for
l

lude claims from police authorities for sums
icant, He himself, however, considered
sed by the Secretary of State for the

if it was indeed possible to define

at this level desirable
too small to be genuinely
that a threshold on the basi
Environment was no longer nece
the scope of the disregard satisfactorily. In particular, the pI'OPOsed

threshold would discourage some police authorities which might otherwise

have been prepared to make some modest ibution to the policing of

the dispute through mutual aid arrange

v Bhere was a case for

It was necessary to consider separately whe

ounty Counci

ar basis, to meet
s of the amoun®

additional financial assistance to Nottinghams

and possibly other authorities subsequently on

centrally some of the actual costs of police acti xces

(about 65 per cent in the case of Nottinghamshire) aif€a covered by

general or specific grant arraﬁgements. He was to receive the following

day a deputation from Nottinghamshire County Council, which had made 2
utation

strong case for such aid. He proposed that he should tell the
that, although the Govermment could not at the present stage
the extent of additional help, they agreed that some such help

would be necessary, its extent to be decided when the amount of T

costs was known.
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CHIEF SECRETARY, TREASURY said that it would be desirable to retain
eshold for the proposed disregard in respect of additional expenditure

ual ajid arrangements for policing the dispute for the reasons
i

the
involv

ed by the Secretary of State for the Enviromment and reported by
cretary. There might be difficult problems of definition
Xerating a disregard without a threshold on the basis

PToposeq e Home Secretary, which might also produce awkward claims

f
OT Very small sums to be disregarded. There were strong objections also

t i
© additiongl aig for police authorities from central Govermment for

th
€ actual costs 0 licing the dispute. Such aid would provide a difficult

r
Precedent on whic Blar claims might be based in future by local authorities

in :
Telation to prob anging from exceptional policing operations to

TfElﬂumE:MINISTER, summi
0 : At o
- Maintaining the greatest
in : _

Uealing with the dispute, t

di
STegard for purposes of grant holdback should not be subject to a
th-I“esshold,; an

short discussion, said that, in the interests

e level of co-operation by police authorities

up was satisfied both that the proposed

d that some additional Exchequer assistance to Nottinghamshire

Co
"0% Council with the actual costs of Lcing the dispute was appropriate.

in the Nottinghamshire coal
1e1d.meant that the problem was genuinel eneris. The Home Secretary
rom Nottinghamshire
ernoon along the lines

en the amount of

cOnty council's
ay.

he j
th ad'prOPosed to the Group. It would be nece
e . 2 4
addltlonal assistance came to be decided for t

claj
1S to be considered in a sympathetic and generou

The Group -

L. Agreed that the disregard for holdback purposes of st
re

of Policing the dispute should not be subject to any th

2,

S
G Agreed that the Home Secretary should respond sympatheti&adl
add,g?nerously to the request of Nottinghamshire County Council
1tional Exchequer aid towards the costs of policing the dispu @
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