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- OUST SETILES, PERSPECTIVE RETURNS

W enTiRe TEXT)

2. SUMMARY. 1N THE FIVE DAYS SINCE REVKJAVIK, AN
INIT(AL, HEDIA-INSPIRED ATHOSPHERE OF DEEP GLOGH AND
DOOH OVER THE MINI-SUHMIT’S FAILURE BAS GIVEN WAY TO
FAIRLY WIDESPREAD, CAUTIOUS OPTINISH THAT A SIGNIF|CANT
ARNS CONTROL ACCORD REMAINS WATHIN REACH. NEARLY AL
BUT THE LABOR PARTY ARE NOW POINTING TO THE HOPEFUL
SIGNS THAT ENERGED FROM REYKJAVIK, ANL THE GOVERNHENT
HAS PUBLCLY DEFENDED PRESIDERT REAGAN'S INSISTENCE ON
PROCEEDING WITH SDI. SIILL, BHG LS COCERNED BY WHAT
THEY SEE 4S A_LAPSF LN ALLIED CONSULTALION DURING THE
SUNMI Y~ ~GLXEN XHE SPOPF QF THE AGREEHERTS UNDE
CONSIDERAT ION==AND BY THE ADMINISTRATION'S EFIBRACE OF
THE GOAL_OF ELIMINATING ALL BALLISTIL SYSTENS WITHIN
TEN YEARS. THE TORIES FEAR THAT THE LATTER HAY LOOK
06 CONPATIBLE 70 TRE PUBLIC WITH LABOR’S GALL FOR A
HUCLEAR-FREE EUROPE AND A GRADUAL ELIMINATION OF ALL
NUCLEAR VEAPONS. END SURMARY.

REYKJAVIK 1N AN ALREADY CHARGED ATHOSPHERE

3. ANNOUNGEHENT QF THE REYKJAVIK MiNJ-SUMHIT CAME NEAR
THE END OF ONE OF THE MORE INTERESTING AND SPIRITED
PARTY CONFERENCE SEASONS IN BRITAIN IN RECENT YEARS.
THE NUCLEAR DEFENSE ISSUE HAD HOVED DRAMATICALLY T0
NEAR CENTER STAGE AND THE POLITIGAL DEBATE HAD BECOME
INCREASINGLY HEATED iN ANTICIPATION. FHAT PM THATGHER
NOULD OPT FOR A GENERAL ELECTION IN 1387, THE POLL-
LEADING LABOR PARTY HAD WARMLY ENBRACED UNILATERAL (S
N A YIGHTLY-RUN CONFERENCE; THE SOP/LIBERAL ALLIANCE,
IN SERIOUS D)SARRAY OVER WHETHER TO REPLACE POLARIS,
WAS LOSIHG POPULAR SUPPORT; AND THE JORIES, WITH
NEWFOUND OPTIMISH, WERE PRESENTING THENSELVES AS THE
ONLY PARTY VHICK OFFERED BRITONS A CREDIBLE DEFENSE.

ACCROSS THE POL{TICAL SPECTURN, THE ATTENTION OF
BRITISH POLITICIANS AND HEDIA BECAME FAIRLY RIVITED ON
THE ICECANDIG CAPITAL. THEIR FOCUS WAS NOT JUST ON THE
POSSIBILITY OF MOVEHENT ON ARMS CONTROL, AND THE IWPACT
A BREAKTHROUGH HIGKT HAVE ON BRITISH AND KATO SECURITY,
BUT ALSO ON EXPECTED IF UNPREDICTABLE DOMESTIC POLITICAL
FALLOUT FROM ANY ARMS CONTROL PROGRESS.

THE PRESS OVERREACTS, AND THE OPPOSITIOR FOLLOWS

4. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, THE IMHEDIATE POST-REYHJAVIK
SOVIET PR OFFENSIVE SCORED VELL 1N BRITAIN, OKING
LARGELY 10 TWO FACTORS: (1) A GROWING--THOUGH PROBABLY
STILL MINORITY--PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF WASHINGTON (SINGE
THE LIBYA RAID) AS UNSTEADY, INATTENTIVE 10 EUROPEAN
CONCERNS, LESS IMTERESTED IH REDUCING NUCLEAR ARNS THAN
HOSCOW, AND OBSESSED WITH DEVELOPIKG "STAR WARS;* AND
21 A TYPICALLY SENSATIOKALIST BRITISH PRESS WHICH
QUICKLY PATNTED & FAR DARKER PICTURE OF GLDOK THAN EVEN
THE SOVIETS WERE PRESENTING. EXPRESSIONS OF PROFOUND
DISAPPOINTHENT, ACCONPANIED Y FINGER-POINT ING--HOSTLY
TOWARD WASHINGTON--ABOUNDED FOLLOWING REVKJAVIK, IT WAS
ALL BUT FORGOTTEN THAT, PRIOR TO REVKJAYIK, NO OME HERE
HAD INAGINED THAT THE PRESIDENT AND GORBACHEY WOULD GET
ANYWHERE NEAR AS HUCH ON THE ARMS CONTROL TABLE AS THEY
DD, LET ALOWE THAT AN OVERALL ARMS ACCORD WAS WITHIN
REACH,

5. IRITIAL HHG REACTION 10 REYKIAVIK WAS NOTICEABLY

MUTED, WITH DOWRING STREET DEFERRING CONNENT UNTIL HORE
OF THE FACTS ERE IN. SOP LEADER DAVID OWEN QUICKLY
TERMEO THE RESULT "DEEPLY DISAPPOIRTING," BUT QUALIF €D
HIS REACTION BY NOTING THAT IN NEGOTIATIONS OF SUCH
BREADTH AND (HPORT {T WAS NECESSARY TO BE PATIENT AND
“GET IT RIGHT." NO SUCH RESERVE, HOMEVER, FROM THE
LABOR PARTY LEADERSHIP: SKADOW DEFENSE SECRETARY DENZIL
DAYIES TALLED T "VERY TRAGIC AND SERIOUS THAT THESE
TALKS HAVE BROKEN DOWN AND ESPECIALLY SER10US THAT TREY
HAVE BROKEN DOWR OVER STAR WARS. ™ SHADOW FOREIGN
SECRETARY DENIS HEALEY, ECHOING PAUL WARNKE'S INSTANT,
CAUSTIC CRITICISH OF THE PRESIDENT ON BRITISK TV, LAID
THE BLAME KEAYILY ON PRESIDENT REAGAN AND SDI.
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