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1. TEXT OF ANDROPOV'S LETTER OF 24 No4Et,E.r: TO THE PRWE
MINISTER IS A:ci FOLLOS:
'i;Rs PRLE
I A ADDRESSINo YOU lh CONNECTION ATH THE DECISION TAKEN IN
GREAT iRITAIN TO START THE DEPLOYLENT OF A,,ERICAN :EDIUM—RANGE
;-UCLEA oN THE TERRIToRYOF YOU CouNT'RY.
OUR POLITICAL ASASStIENT OF THIS STEP A. HELL AS THE
ENUHERATIOi; OF LOOTE—,EAUML. HhIt 4IET UNION HAS DEEN
FURCE':: To TAKEARE CO4TAINED I ThE ENCLOSE:, TEXT OF THE
sTATEIENT.
WE HAVE ONLY TU REGRET THAT YOUR GOIERNHENT HA,; ::ADE A CHOICE
IN FAVOuk GF THE FURTHER SHARPENING OF THE SITUATION AND IT HAS
F.EEN DONE DELIDERATELY WITH THE KNO4LEDGE OF THE CONSEQUENCES
Pr ICf THE DECISIoN TAKEN I. LONDON ALL INEVITLY LEAD TO.
THE CONCLUSION FOLLChIS FROM THIS THAT ThE DiTISH GOVERNMENT
JUST LIKE THE US GOVERNENT PREFERRED THE R(AD UuITE OPPOSITE
TO THE ACCORD ON THE REGUCTIUL OF THE LEVEL OF NUCLEAR
CONFRONTATION IN EUROPF THE ROAD LEADING TO THE INCREASE OF
THIS LEVEL AND THUS LEADING TO THE GRO'4TH OF THE MILITARY
DANGER. •

WE ALSO CANNOT HELP COMING TO THE CONCLUSION THAT YOUR
GOVERNEJ DOE3 NOT VALUE THE ::,AINTAININS OF GOOF, RELATIONS
'4ITP THE SOVIET UNION BASEU ON CONFIDENCE. IT IS CLEAR THAT WE
HAVE TO TAKE IT INTO ACCOUNT IN OUR POLICY.
HOwEVER '14E ,:GULD NOT LIKE TO REGARD THE SITUATION ARISEN
AS IRREVERSIi.tE. IF ANOTHER, REALISTIC APPRoACH TOwARDS THE
SECURITY TATTERS PREVAIL IN THE sEST, AND IF ThE NATO COUNTRIES
ShO4 THEI H READINESS TO RETuR:: To THE GITLAT kG, ThICh EXISTED
HFORE '1,E,ANNINGOF THE DEHLG,CENT OF AL;ICA JISSILES IL
EU;;UPE, You CAN iJ-1 'suRE THAT IT A.,ULD FILM ML ArPRUPRIATE
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