
MIPT: INF: ANDROPOV'S MESSAGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRIME MINISPER'S REPLY:
,--
'THANKYOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 24 NOVEMBER.AS I MADE CLEAR IN MY LETTER 20 YOU OF 27 SEPTEMBER, WE CANNOTACCEPT THAT YOU SHOULD MAINTAIN A MONOPOLY OF INPERMEDIATERANGE MISSILES IN EUROPE WHILE INSISTING THAT THE AMERICANSSHOULD NOT INSTALL MISSILES OF THIS NATURE. WE HAVE BEENFORCED ro DEPLOY AMERICAN CRUISE MISSILES IN THIS COUNTRYBY rHE MASSIVE BUILD-UP OF YOUR 5520 FORCE. WE WOULD HAVEMUCH PREFERRED NOT TO DEPLOY THEM BUT SO FAR II HAS NOTPROVED POSSIBLE ro REACH THE NECESSARY ARMS CONTROLAGREEMENT IN GENEVA.

WE DEEPLY REGRET YOUR DECISION TO SUSPEND THE GENEVANEGOTIATIONS ON THESE MISSILES. WE FOR OUR PART WOULDWISH THE INF TALKS IN GENEVA TO BE RESUMED AS SOON ASPOSSIBLE AND WELCOME THE UNITED STATES' PREPAREDNESS ro DOSO AT ANY TIME. OUR FIRST PRIORITY REMAINS A BALANCED ANDVERIFIABLE AGREEMENT To REDUCE AND IF POSSIBLE ELIMINATETHE MISSILES IN QUESTION,WORLDWIDE. IT REMAINS OUREARNEST HOPE THAT THE TALKS CAN ACHIEVE SOON THE SORPOF SUCCESS THAT WOULD ENABLE US To HALT OR, PREFERABLY,REVERSE OUR PLANS FOR DEPLOYING CRUISE MISSILESHERE.
I HAVE MADE CLEAR OUR INTEREST IN A BETTER RELATIONSHIPBETWEEN EAsr  AND  WEST ANL WOULD NATURALLY WISH TO SEE ANIMPROVEMENT IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. PROGRESS IN _THEARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS Ar GENEVA WOULD OF COURSE BE ASIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION 70 THIS.,HOwE
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