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Thatch
‘key role on
Parkmscn

er’s '

T marriage

By Anthony Bevias, Political Correspondent

* The Prime Minister pl

iQ persuading
fatkinsop/not te marry:
ys but to stay with his

wife, in the hope of keeping him
as a highly-valued member of
her Cabinet.

Mrs  Thatcher’s views on
divorce are particularly strong
and when Mr Parkinson first
told -her on June 9 of his
secretary’s
wiew that  he would have to
marry- her, it is understood that
the¢: Prime Minister advised

atide.
- Itiis also. lndetstood that Mr
' then the Prime
Mmmcr’s m mentary pri-
vater secretary 'add & fnend of
Mswwme actwe in

wkinson’s marriage and career
protected from the im-
ding scandal.. Those efforts
hited to keep Mr Parkinson in
thy Cabmet, but he anno::wd
b ~ 4 N m“‘ to
Pontinue as MP for Hertsmere.
A Mrg;l;halch?‘?y posmveA stand’
B June, Ju ugust
\ Mrs Ann ga‘drkmson ‘s
fecision to stand: her

and the secret Scptember
when Mlul(uzuwas
g r Parkinson that he

A nﬁ going to -marry her

-~
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lt also explams uhl\: the
'Prime  Minister so  defiant
‘ the reslgnatlon of me

+ {ME1an Gow Huk réan

pregnancy and - his’

Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry once “the ' scandal
broke.

Ministers have undoubtedly
been dismayed by the intense
media pressure on’ Mr Parkin-
son during last week’s party
conference. But they have been

Bernard Levin 12
Voters’ sympathy 28

caition and further consider-:

! ‘Q. to ensure that . Mr'. Mr ~Parkifison's 1§

‘ today. | wish he were.

$ Cecil Parkms&t »

even more dismayed by Miss
Keays’s refusal to remain silent
in the face of their attempts to
save his career.

Those attempts explain the
reports, which first emerged at
Blackpool last week; that the
baby had not beén conteived

“in. a |ong-snnqlp(, lovms

rclaﬂomlngun

Solm:qfthe‘bl

made public yesterday by N
Norman Teblm, who sud in hn
interview oni’ n Weekend
Telewsons pkend World:

“You will that an
agreement was made, and it was
published, between - Mr Pldon1
son and Miss Keays that they
would meither of them com-
ment ' any further upon the
matter™. :

Mr Brian Walden interjected:

“But they did, didn’t they?" Mt
Tebbit sa:d. “They did indeed.
Now had that t been
adhered to, I think. we would
have been in a shightly different
position.

“Pohtics is dangerous and
sometimes you have 10 take
risks if you want to do what is
night, and | think it would bave

. been nght: for.Cecil Parkinson

10, have been in the Cabinet

“Not only for. reasons of

" Mr Tebbnt also said: I think
it does damage the Govern-

- ment, temporanly, yes.”

Mr Parkinson spoke briefly

" to reporters yesterday when he

and bis wife and daughters took
Con . L




