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Relationship with Commons secretary

brought about the downfall of Government minister

Countdown to resignation
as Parkinson’s affair
undermined polls success

Miss Keays and Mr Cecil Parkinson first
met about thirteen years apo. They have
been close for the past 12 years. Miss Keavs
worked for Mr P:rkmsnn as his secretary

from about 1975,
1979, lccnrdlng o

him. She spen

October, 1982: Miss_ Keays
came within one vote of getting
the Conservative nomination
for the then seat of Southwark,
Bermondsey. to fight it at a
future general election,

November  2: narrowly
missed being chosen by accla.

May, 1983: Having discovered
she was pregnant, she learnt

that Mr Parkinson "was “not
prepared to marry

s Keays has made it plain

in e e that " she

considered their elationship to

nstng,  Toving

rclzunnshlp which I had al-

oninatboesee |

4%in our eventual mar.

JNsiher she nor Mr Parkin-

n have discussed the position
“hich they adopted on marrige
in the peri 1979,
yhen e first proposed,  and
V.

May Thatcher an-
||ounced after a weekend mect-
enior _colleages,
including M Parkinson, that
she planned a general election
on June
Throughout May and early
june, acording o Miss Keays,
Mr Parkinson
1o el the Prime Ministe of the
situation - before she formed

Family album: Cecil Parkinson, the Cambndge student in 1953 (left),
first took up his Commons seat.

In Miss Keays's
satement, Mr Parkinson first asked her to

rry nt 1980 in Brussels
Working for the European Commiosion 1n

By Staff Reporters

her new Government - because
of the way Miss Keays”and Me
Parkinson's names being
linked in_political Circles. He
refused to do so. She accepted
that he would not marry her,
but warned him that she did nof
intend 10 conceal the fact that
e was the baby’s futher,
June 9: The Conservatives were
returned to power wi
majority. At some point during
the day, Mr Parkinson changed
his mind on the question o
marriage and renewed his of
to Miss Keays

He said mm e would el the

g

rdmg o Miss
Koays' statement, Jator 101d her

Minister of his intention to
ivorce his wife and remar
per reports over the

K hiave quoted Gibiner
sources as

ately afte close of polling at 10
ecti

Miss Keays says that after his
‘meeting with Mrs Thatcher,
Confirpied 1o hex Tt e o
{old the Prime Minister that ho
intended to go through with
divorce and remarriage.

Thatcher none the less

told Mr Parkinson he was not to
be Foreign Secretary.
June 11: Mr Parkinson was
appointed Secretary of State for
Trade and Industry. He re-

the office of Mr Roy Jenkins. There have
been miany suggestions that at this stage she
sought to break off the affair but that Mr
Parkinson insisted that it should continue.
During the years leading up to this year's
cneral clection, Miss
active part in politics in her own right. She
stood as a council candidate in Southwark,
e inner London borough in’ Which she

eays played an

mained party chairman, but it
was indicated he would give up
¢ latter post in the autumn,
In late June, prompted by Mr
Parkinson, Miss Keays lef hcr
job at the House of Com

arrange matters and 1o cooper-
ate with him in the timing of a
public slammen

ugust S Mr Patkinson
on Boliday t0 the Bahamas
his fa i

thoughts
promise to marry

August 23: l{cponms from the
aily Mirror hearing of the
affair, questioned Miss Keays in
London at the home of fier twin
sister, where she was_living
before moving to the country.
Later_in the cvening of
st 23, Miss Keays weis out
vith a gil fiend in  car. Thero
was & minorcrach nvolving her
2nd one drven by 8 Baily
SHlirror eporter

sbout

August 24: Miss Keays gave
news of the ineident” to” Mr
Parkinson,  still on
‘holiday. She told him that she
had given the Mirror reporters
nothing, but her sla(cmcnl and
other accounts make it plain
{hat sho expected the press 10

e
Master xtm|eglsl N{rs Thntcher. namd by Mr and Mrs Pnrkmson. nfm' the Conserullve

confront him with the matter
soon.
s Keays's statement to

The Times Siates. cleaty. that,
while on holiday, Mr Parkinson
changed his mind once more on
the matter of marriage and
decided against it.
September 1 Though there is

0 firm indication of how Miss
Keays frslcarnt of his changs
of mind, there is no doubt that

landslide in June, attributed to his campaign tactic

at a secret meeting at an office
Mr Parkinson tol
her personally of his decision.
She tclephoned him later that
day 0 say that it was essential
that he told the Prime Minister
of his change of mi
September 14: Mr John Selwyn
Gummer . was_suddenly _an
surprisingly named as’ Tory
party chairman in place of Me
Parkinsor

October S Privte Eye maga-
zine ran a story saying Mi
Keays was pregnant. It linked

her name, however, with an-

0’ 50, she would have

rsel
Private Eye had included the
story - just two paragraphs ~ in

that issue at very short notice.
But its effects were explosive.

the pressure from
Miss~ Keays, it provoked a

agency. Almost mlmcdulely. w

11.45pm, it was being relayed to

Britain's morning newspapers.
It rea

10 an end rumour
concerningMiss

folloving siateme.

a
with M|ss Keays over a number
of years.

"Shc is expecting a child due|
10 be born in hnnary of which
Tam the father. I am, of course,
making financial provision for
bolh ‘mother and child.

iring our relationship l
told Miss Keays of my wish t
marry her. Despite my having

trength, and
decided 1o stay together T
our family together. I

iss Keays, to

her family and to my own
Sl

Both he and Miss Keays

‘wanted it 1o be known that they| !

Party
supports
leader’s

action

By Our Political Editor

Thete was no sign yeserday
that the Parkinson affair has
done the Prime Minister lasting
harm.
Mrs Margaret Thatcher
had made o effort 1o defend
him, would bave been

criticized for that. By the time
She knew she had 10 1t him po,

at § am yesterday, no one in the
Darty had any doubt that she
was Tight.

However, conference _rep-
resentatives, as with many
constituency partics, were ut-
terly divided and_confused

they should
il Parkinson out
of loyalty 1o the Prime Minister

d in scknowedgment of her
support for bim, o whether &
e patiic heir
Belef that ‘tiings ad gone
wrong.

Hundreds had no doubt in
their mind, ven before Miss

ra Keays's statement to The
rmm. that arkinson
ould have insisted on resign-

‘would not answer questions and| mx

would not make any
statement.
n was immedi-
aely mppnned by a statement|
ng Sireet, saying

that the Prime Minister saw no| un

reason for him to resisn.
October 9: Sunday newspapers|
that senior Conserva
tives were telling Mrs. Tha(chcr
lh Mr Parkinson 0.,
whing S(re:l rcvcau:d its|
D]cdgc of support
ctober  10:
ippeneea an
Panorama

"M Parkinsond
television in_ the,

10 The imes|
reached” Biackpool afier mid:

night.

By about 2am the full text of
the “statement_had beer
vey

office and to Mr Parkinson.

[ B

SRR S
the Enfield by- electmn victor in 1970 (nght) and the family man wnh his wife and three daughters “hen he
He was assistant government whip in 1974 and became junior trade minister in 1979 before taking over as chairman of the party.

They could not understand
why e Prime Miniser thought
right at first to keep him.
Thcy were ready 1
much they admired Mrs
cher’s oyalty. but they did not
lerstand how Mr Parki
transgression could be simply
set aside.
ong MPs, in spite of Mr
Pnrkmsbn s accmml of more
in 100 supporting letters. the
hz:llcf that he could, or should,
leave office was very strong.
The common view was that ho
would suvive the conference
ik but would be ucky to at
eyond Christmas and the birt]
of the bat
Mrs Thatcher’ 's judgment has

believe that_she should have
allowed Mr Parkinson to leave
office for a year or two 1o
arrange his marital afirs away
from the

ere 'was also some  criti-

on a minister who proved less
than perfect.

Press lays
siege
to house

By Richard Dowden

n, whose baby she is
:xpeclmg in January.

ould be
wrong 10 say that the statement
issued to The Times yesterday

right 10 say more if
she was exposed to

unfair criticism.
eanwhile the road outside

yesterday

‘meeting as

nearly forty journalists galhcrcg

o

Tectory 'in  Marksbury,  ncar

The people of Marksbury, a

tiny farming village. are un-

happy about the journalists’
presence.

Backbench return after Cabinet office

Thatcher protégé who missed stardom

By Ronald Butt

Few politicians have risen to
Cabinet_prominence so sud-
denly, such_little
previous public ofce, as
Cecil Parkinson.

Norman Tebbit (an carly aly of
in Tory consituency poli-
1ic9 who had otorious as
a bzckbencher Tor sucezssully
rough-handling
fontbench, Mr Parkinson had
never been a well-known House
of Commons figure.

In 1974, only four years afir

winning Enfield West in a

sition whip unil 1976, uﬁer

Opposition spokesman for Lradx:

election,
Niisicr B Trade sher ¥
‘Thatcher's victary.

“Promoting the
party’s cause’

It was 2 job well suited to a
personable businessman, well
of private
Regotiation, but it was hardly
one which gave
opportunity to make his mark
as a House of Commons man,
or as a well-known political face.
in the country. The chance to
do this came when in 1981, Mrs
Thatcher suddenly promoted

im 1o be Paymaster-General in
the Cabinet and made him
chairman of the
succession (o the clder states-
man Lord Thomeycroft, whom
She had brought out of rete:

g

ment to do the job when she
first became leader of the party.
In the Cabinet, Mr Parkin-
son's was the most junior
position. In Conservative party
terms, however, he
sumed a role crucial to the party
and its organization in the run-
up to the lus! general election.
He quickly about creating a
nore Dumeciiie Srganization
(a_marketing _director  was
appointed and word processors
came into use) and pulled all

the clements” of the Tory
organization, _including the
research ment, under the

relations was brought to ‘ro-
moxmg the party's cause.

case to the nation. He had
become one of the Govern-
ment’s best-known faces.

Still more important, in the
inner Cabinet _group he
essentially Mrs Thatcher's man,
ensuring for

of
T the
heads of pohucxans Who had

is seniors. When the
Fiitiands war was over, it was

late conemporary Conserva-

tism, with its_emphasis on

oot sefzobancs. oo

achievermen, and dependent on
supporting interest. Yet in

lhe caghteenth century.sense
Parkinson

poltical nterest.

It was the Prime Mmmers
personal patronage which
ulled him so quickly to (lle
top, he was her man and he was.
as  mucl ommnu:d to_her
interest as any a

centh centuty politcian was 1o
(hﬂ of his patron.
———
3 " 1d h: de his
Fast and unlikely m“?" pendent Conservative
2 o lif his own it
rise to prominence’ 5o wave. bess sunsese

e perton
leader of the party) Mr | Park.m-
son was influential

Thatcher and his dedication
her personally was unguestion-
able. He was a Thatcherite in
poliics and cconomics, and a
self-made businessman who had
progressed from a Lancashire
working-class " background
through Cimbndgl: to Tory
politics. He is affable, go
Tooking, highiy “oficicnt” and
u"er}y rcaxonablc in his man-

e him a pote
ually sl;mﬁcant Sigure in Tory
politics, but urned him

in the state was his appointment

as the fifth member of Mrs
atcher’s inner “war cabinet™

during the Falklands conflict,

Sle e was Tepeatedly

re his publ
atione s secved mok ml
and where he showed up as an

essentially n:nsonahle and at-

tractive figure, never putiing &
as he repeatedly

caplained the. Governments

clear that Mr Parkinson was
destinéd for a high Cabinct
office after the next_election,
and_he never dissembled his
confidence that e would

atually reach the most
ot eve of the Cabiet,

Cecil  Parkinson’s e
political prominence had been
smooth, fast and unlikely. He

was born in rth,
shire, in 1931, went’ to |hc
caster Gramm:

St st on to Emmanuel

College, Cambridge, where he PErif

first read English and then
switched to Jaw, leaving Cam.
‘bridge with a third. He trained 3%
and pmcuscd e accountant

Ann Jarvis, whiose
father was a well-off Hay

sucees
Seeroary of Se for Trade and
Industry, to which ministry he
was appointed immediately
after the election.

How well he would have
performed as a_departmental
‘minister can now be no more

“Pulled to top by
personal patronage’

than speclatons in b

of State for

Trade he raised some miseiv.

ings by his actior i promotin
“out-of-court” scttlement o

he case of Stock Exchange

rictive practices instead of

allowing the proceedings of the

builder, He became mvaivcd n cou

local Tory politics in the same

m
financial mdcpendcnce hat s
50 uscful in politi

In many ways he seeined,
his own personality, to encapsu-

s certan is that his

undosbies S promot

the Tory victoryat the clection,
Prime _Minister’

pport would nm alone have

e Sufced 1o take pom 1o the top,

For that he would have needed
10 be a success as a departmen.
tal minister and in the House of

in Commons. In neither capacity

did he have time to be tested.

Tasks that
face new
man in job

sl Correspandsnt
The successor to Mr Parki

charged with
a|carrying out much of the
industrial _privatization _pro-
gramme, comer-
stonss of Consrvaiveccon-
omic pol

"The Topndations for seling
chunks of state-owned industry
veere laid by Mr Patrick Jenkin,
the last Secretary of State for
Industry s
spurred o

S progtest i th compheaed

and controversial process of

privatizing British Telecom.
policy is another

:lrcxrly submitted proposals to
abinet cammm:c for a
Tadical Shakenp. of oy (6
Gistribute regional inancial 2
placing greatcr emphasis on job
creation, and a White Paper is
expe md by the end ofthe year:
arkinson’s replacement
may also have (o tare an carh
decision on the proposed deal
between the British Steel Cor-
poration ‘and " United . States
8lcal or exporting Scottish slab
steel. The project could involve
h in" a multi-million
ond nvestment
Fovernment appr
olicy d!nsmns il also be
needed on aid

During Mr Parkinson's”fow

months as Secretary of State for | m

Trade and Industry his most
significant_and controversial
achievement yas sciling the
five year -legal battle between
the: Stock Em.a..g and- the

Office of Fair Trading.

Friends and allies stay loyal
to a colleague in trouble

From Richard Evans in London and Philip Webster in Blackpool

Loyal to the last, Mr Cecll
Parkinson's friends and_ poli
cal allies stood by
disgraced eolleague _yesterday
amid the most traumatic crisis
inside the Conservative Party
for 20 years,

As » fororn M Paskinson,
accompanied by his wa
smugaled ot of the e door of

= Blackpool hotel and driven to
his Hertfordshire home after his
early  morning gnation,
Cainet minsters and lending

ficials went out of their

uy during ferviws in hotel

bies o and

Clevion" 16 speakaF thels

sadness, their ldll“l‘lhﬂll and
(h!lrsnmeo!

ut, above all, they attempted

o limit the. damage his sudden,

imt not nexpected, depertere
is e to_have on Con-
serv y fortur

in turn del'mdeﬂ the
Judgement of Mrs Margaret
hatcher one leading
party figure not to comment on
scandal _yesterday. She
‘made only a passing reference to
Ih:

- the

&

n, without naniing him, sh
paid irlbute to his werk dusing
|’I= ele:(llm campaign.

n Selwyn Gumn

successor to Mr P:
the party chsimanship, spoke
of e very sad news
‘addod: “Tt was.a private
muu but when a private
matter interferes in the public
affairs of a minister’s job then
e hias a duty toresign.”

‘who hoisted Mr Parkinson on to
the bottom rung ofthe ladder to
political fame when he ap-
pointed, him s his parliamen-
tary private secretary 11 years
2g0, talked of “this deeply
shattering event’’.

He added: “I feel = deep
ersonal sense of sadness
because Cecll i one of my oldest
political

mnc, who had urged
Mr Parkinson o stay on amid
the wproar suounding s
affair, added: “I very
Hoped he you be able 0 see
s on and see
|hmugh the difficultes he has

Sl
Mr Splcer Rcsxgnatmn
was n
He def f:nﬂtd M.rs ‘Thatcher
and said the scandal woul
“disappear from lhz public

the reslgnnlmn on the party, Mr
mer said that increasingly

two lelemenls -num  emerge -

the

qt
el individusl and the party up
in a very good I

Fomael Heseltine, the
Secretary of State for Defence,

perception
Edvard Du Cann, the
influcntial chairman " of _the
Conservative back bench 1922
committee, sald he was desper-
gy s nrl ‘sbout this “wretched
usiness”

But he added that the party in
general would be relieved, after
Mz Parkinson’s _reslgnation,
that the matter Was now at an

s Thatcher, he continued, ¥
ha \'l mn “abscluticy right” to

refuse Mr Parkinson's original
offer of resignation.

In the lobby of the Imperial,
the main conference hotel in
Blackpool, leading Cabinet
ministers ' summed up  their
reaction to the amazing over-
night developments.

Fowler, Sec-
retary of for ' Social
Serices, said: f am very sad,

an_old personal and
poliical frend of mine. 1 am
ee his careerr end in

it trdn great personal
tragedy and political loss to our

par
Mr John Biffen, the Leader
of the Commons, spoke of his
“deep regret for all the personal
‘agony imvolved”.
eorge Younger, Sec-
retary of State for Scotland,
am very sad about the
Vhole business, very sad indeed.
We owe a great deal to Cecil
Parkinson for the election

“The courage that he and
Ann showed through what must
ave been a dreadtal ordeal was

cellor of the Exchequer, sid:
“We are all very sad about Mr
kinson”.

One of Mr Parkinson's
closest friends, Mr Michael
Spicer, the deputy chairms
the , 8

supporting the Government in
the diftcult  yencs ie

level Mr Mark
I’cnﬂhng!un, the agent in Mr
s’ south Hertford-

art“though
disappolnled atthe moment
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