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Bogotg, Septienhre 19 de 1983

Senora Primer Ministro:

Con mi rgs atento saludo, permitame ha-
cerle algunos comentarios en relaciOn con la actual situaciOn
que atraviesa la AsociaciOn Internacional de Forento (AIF)
("International Developmnt Association", IDA).

Como consecuencia de la recesiOn mundial,
los precios de los articulos primarios provenientes del rundo
en desarrollo, han alcanzado los niveles ugs bajos de los ,51-
timos treinta anos, y esto ha afectado especialmente a los
palses mgs pobres: estos, que son los principales receptores
de la AIF, utilizan esos fondos para financiar proyectos de
desarrollo comp parte de su lucha contra la pobreza.

Por tal razOn se han elevado las necesi-
dades financieras de la AIF; por lo cual la adininistraciOn del
Grupo del Banco Mundial estg buscando la septira reposiciOn de
recursos por una suma de US$16 rdl millones. De otra parte,
China, como rdembro del Banco Mundial, curple los recuisitos
para obtener pre-stares de la AIF y aundue esto redunda en nue-
vas oportunidades para el comercio internacional, plantea tar-
bign una mayor demanda hacia los recursos escasos de la  Aso-
ciaciOn.

Comprendo las limitaciones financieras
de los estados en virtud de las actuales pollticas administra-
tivas; comprendo las presiones ejercidas sobre el presupuestc
de Gran Bretana y el hecho de que las naciones indusLrializa-
das han tenido que pasar tamhign por un periodc de penuria
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econ6mica; y soy consciente de que el pueblo Britgnico ha es-

tado dispuesto a cooperar cuando quiera que han surgido situa-
ciones aflictivas en el mundo.

El apoyo al crecimiento de los paises mgs

pobres que significa la AIF, podrla correr peligro si no se a-
signan a tiempo los recursos adecuados pare recuperar la econo-
mla de dichos palses.

Colombia ha recibido digna y oportuna ayu-
da de la AsociaciOn para su desarrollo; por ello, considera per-

tinente, dirigirse a los gobiernos donantes, haciendo suya la
voz de los dos mil millones de personas Tide pobres del mundo,
que atraviesan una situación desesperada, pare solicitar su coo-

peraciOn a fin de que la AIF continile contribuyendo al desarro-

llo a traves de su ayuda econ6mdca: es ahora imperativo que las

economias mgs sOlidas agoten esfuerzos tendientes a evitar con-
secuencias politicas y econ6micas impredecibles, que podrian
derrumbar el ya frggil andamiaje del mundo.

Dada la situaciOn que contempla la AIF,

me he permitido hacer el mismo llamado a sus colegas de Canadg,

Alemania Federal y los Estados Unidos de Am:erica, y de otros
paT_ses industrializados, pare que, junto con Gran Bretana, brin-

den su decisivo apoyo a la AIF.

Reciba, senora Primer Ministro, el testi-
monio de ml mgs alta consideraciOn.

-

BELISARIC BETANCUR
Presidente de Colombia
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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT EETANCUR TO THE PRIME MINISTER

1. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT ADDRES9ED
TO THE PRIME MINISTER FOR ONWARD TRANSMISSICN TO HER. FOLLOWING IS
UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION:-

BEGINS

WITH MY BEST WISHES. PLEASE LET ME MAKE SOME OBSERVATIONSABOUT THE
CURRENT SITUATION AFFECTING THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION (IDA).

AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE WORLD RECESSION, THE PRICES OF PRIMARY
PRODUCTS ORIGINATING IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD HAVE REACHED THEIR
LOWEST LEVELS OF THE LAST THIRTY YEARS. THIS HAS PARTICULARLY
AFFECTED THE POORER COUNTRIES. THESE, WHO ARE THE MAIN RECIPIENTS
OF IDA FUNDS, USE SUCH FUNDS TO FINANCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS ASPART OF THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST POVERTY.

FOR THIS REASON THE FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE IDA HAVE INCREASED:
AS A RESULT THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE WORLD BANK IS  SEEKINGA
SEVENTH REPLENISHMENT OF RESOURCES AMCUNT1NG TO US DOLLARS 1000MILLION, ON THE OTHER HAND,  CHINA AS A MEMBER OF THE WORLD BANK,MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN LOANS FROM THE IDA, AND ALTHOUGHTHIS WILL SE OF ADVANTAGE IN CREATING NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR
INTERNATIONAL TRADE, IT WILL ALSO BRING ABOUT AN INCREASED DEMANDFOR THE LIMITED RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THE ASSOCIATION.

I REALISE THE FINANCIAL LIMITATIONS IMPOSED ON STATES BY VIRTUE OFTHE PRESENT ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES/ I UNDERSTAND THE PRESSURES
EXERTED UPON THE BUDGET OF GREAT BRITAIN AND THE FACT THAT THE
INDUSTRIALISED NATIONS HAVE ALSO HAD TO GO THROUGH A PERIOD OF
ECONOMIC STRIGENCY AND I AM CONSCIOUS THAT THE BRITISH
PEOPLE HAVE FELT DISPOSED TO COOPERATE WHENEVER DISTRESSING
SITUATIONS HAVE OCCURRED IN THE WORLD.

THE SUPPORT TO THE GROWTH OF THE POOREST COUNTRIES THAT THE IDA
REPRESENTS MIGHT SE IN DANGER IF ADEUATE SUPPORT IS  NOT FORTHCOMING
IN GOOD  TIME TC RESTORE THE ECONOMIES OF SUCH COUNTRIES.

COLOMBIA HAS RECEIVED APPROPRIATE AND TImELY ASSISTANCE FROm THEASSOCIATION FOR HER DEVELOPMENT: SHE THEREFORE FEELS IT APPROPRIATE
TO ADDRESS HERSELF TC THE DONATING GOVERNMENTS, MAKING HER "CICE
THAT OF THE TAO THOUSAND MILLION POOREST PEO=LE CF THE '"ORLD, -HO ARE
IN A DESPERATE SITUATION, TO REOUEST THE DONATING COUNTRIES 'nO7E"4-ATION 90 THAT IDA MAY CONTINUE ITS CONTRISUTION TO DEVELOPmENTTHROUGH ITS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. IT 15 NOWIMPERATIVE THAT THESTRONGEST ECONOMIES DO THEIR UTMOST TO PREVENT UNPREDICTABLE
POLITICAL AND ECONOMICCONSE'LENCES .0-11CH MIGHT BRING DO'IN THE
ALREADY SHAKY FRAMEWORK OF THE '.ORLD.

/ Af yi  Ely



IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION WHICH CONFRONTS THE IDA, I HAVE TAKEN THE
LIBERTY TO MAKE THE SAmE RE7UEST CF YOUR COLLEAGUES IN CANADA, THEFEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERmANY, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AS
WELL AS OTHER INDuSTRIALISEDCOUNTRIES, E0 THAT, ALONG WITH GREAT
BRITAIN THEY MAY OFFER THEIR DECISIVE SUPPORT TO THE IDA.

vERY RESPECTFULLY

BELISARIO BETANCUR
PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA

ENDS

2. SIGNED ORIGINALFOLLOwS BY BAG.
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