STAFF IN CONFIDENCE

| N Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

26 July 1983

Arrangements for the Appointment of a Special Adviser

The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary would like to
appoint Mr John Houston, who is currently Political Adviser
(effectively Pfilvate Secretary), to Mr Tugendhat in the
European Commission, as his Special'KE?TEEF? I attach a

/ copy of Mr Houston's curriculufl vitae. In accordance with
the Guidance on the Employment of Special Advisers, I am
writing to seek the Prime Minister's approval for this
proposed appointment.

The Prime Minister may wish to know that agreement has
been reached with the Treasury that Mr Houston should be paid
at the minimum of the Diploma®jc Service Counsellor/Assistant
Secretary scale ement next
year,

A J Coles Esq
10 wning Street
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NAME :

DATE OF BIRTH:

PLACE OF BIRTH:

NATIONALITY:

EDUCATION:

WORK EXPERIENCE:

CURRICULUM VITAE

John HOUSTON
2.9.1948
Newry, Country Down, Northern Ireland

British

1960-67

Newry Grammer School, County Down

"O" Levels: English language and Literature, Latin,
French, Mathematics, Geography  and History

"A" Levels: English, French, History and Geography

1967-71

Queen's University, Belfast

B.A. (Joint Honours): in History and Political Science
Second Class, upper division

1971-72

Sabbatical year as President of the Students' Representa-
tive Council of the Students' Union, Queen's Univbrsity

Duties: General representation functions, dealing
with media and public authorities; running of students
union building; sitting on University Senate and
committees

‘a-‘*

1972-73

Century Newspapers Ltd., Donegall Place, Belfast

Sub-editor, and then Assistant Political Correspondent
on daily morning newspaper

193

Political Adviser to Rt. Hon. Brian Faulkner




PUBLICATIONS:

1973-77

Conservative Research Department, 24 0ld Queen Street,
London, SW1

Desk Officer on Irish Affairs

Duties: Briefing and speech-writing for Shadow Secretary
of State for Northern Ireland; Secretary to Backbench
MPs Committee on NI; general policy research and
analysis; accompanying Farliamentary Spokesmen on

visits to NI =

18977-78

Head of Home Affairs Section

Duties: Running of section with six Desk Officers
(Home office, Health and Social Services, Housing,
Local Government, Transport and Education); briefing
of Shadow Cabinet and Leader of the Opposition;
preparation of policy papers; speech-writing; party
liaison with advertising agency

1978-Present

European Commission, Rue de la Loi 200, 1048 Brussels

Political Adviser to Christopher Tugendhat, Vice-
President of the European Commission, responsible
for Community Budget, Financial Institutions and
Taxation, and Financial Control

Duties: Writing of speeches, pamphlets and press

releases; relations with the European Parliament,
including dealing with Written Questions, preparation

of briefs for Oral Questions, briefing for debates,
attendance at Plenary Sessions, and following the

work of specialized committees; organization of speaking
engagements throughout the Community and official

visits to UK regions; information policy; liaison

with Westminster affairs; transport policy

Salary: 116,000 BF (net) per month (i.e. £17,500 p.a.
approx. after allowances and deductions 7 .

including tax) ‘

Notice required: Minimum 1 month

Editor of memoirs of Brian Faulkner (Weidenfeld and
Nicholson, June 1978)

"The Northern Ireland Economy: A Special Case?" (01d
Queen Street Paper, 1976)

"Family Policy" (with Christopher Mockler; 01d Queen St.
Paper, 1977)






