
Madam Prime Minister

Margaret Thatcher,

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
1 of Britain and Northern Ireland,

London.

Madam Prime Minister,

As ue all know, it is an established fact that world peace
and security are integral, and that their disturbance in any part of
the world affects all other areas. In view of the fact that nations
of the uorld are linked in common major interests to the states of
the Gulf region, peace and security in this particular region are of
concern not only to its countries but to all countries. It is not
possible for these interests to be maintained and developed except by
preserving peace and security in this region which is threatened by
the gravest dangers of the continuing Iran/Iraq war, now in its third
year.

The United Nations, particularly the Security Council, the
Islamic Conference Organisation, the Non-Aligned countries and some
friendly states have all tried to end this war. These attempts have
not only been inconclusive, but the uar has intensified.

Your Excellency are aware that the member states of the Gulf
Cooperation Council have, in turn, devoted great efforts to find a
way out of this var and to put an end to its consequent horrible
bloodshed and destruction of huge material and human resources. The
outcome of those attempts, likewise, has not brought us nearer to a
ceasefire or possible negotiations between the tuo parties concerned
to settle their conflict by peaceful means.

In the face of this serious situation, it has become the duty
of all of us to seek means other than those already probed, in order to
preserve stability and guarantee freedom of navigation in the Gulf and
safeguard the security of its states to which world peace ard security
are strongly linked.

It is my firm belief that Your Excellency uould agree uith me
that the continuation of this war, and the possible expansion of
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its scope, threaten with a world war that would expose mankind to

annihilation. The U.N. Charter has placed a special responsibility on

the five permanent member countries of the Security Council regarding

maintaining world peace and security. Frankness requires me to convey

to you that we feel, as far as the Iran/Iraq war is concerned, the

five countries have not made all the efforts that conform with that

responsibility. It is our view that the time has come to launch greater

efforts based on mandatory effective means which are provided for in

the U.N. Charter when world peace and security are endangered.

Madam Prime Minister,

We are confident that you fully realize the gravity of the

situation resultirg from the Iran/Iraq war. In fact, if continued,

this war would lead to the most disastrous consequencies not only

for the two belligerent parties or the whole region but for the world

at large. It is, therefore,our greatest hope that the possible

application of the means prescribed by the U.N. Charter for such

circumstances would receive your careful consideration. However, I am

confident that you will do your utmost, under the Charter, to help

bring peace in our region.

While looking forward to receiving your views in this respect,

please accept, Madam Prime Minister, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

KHALIFA BIN HAMAD AL-THANI

AMIR OF THE STATE OF QATAR

Doha on Saturday 12th March 1983

(27th Jamad Auwal 1403 Hijri).


