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KB/147/1 CONFIDENTIAL

Public Opinion Back round Note 147

(produced 30th January 1983)

1. Introduction 


Gallup conducted the interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study from 18th to 25th
January and they found a sharp increase in Conservative support when compared with the
results of the previous survey (conducted 12/17 January). The latest study found
Conservative support increasing from 44% to 47%% and the Conservative lead over
Labour increasing from 12%2% percentage points to 17 percentage points. This sharp

1

increase in Conservative support should be treated with caution until we have confir-
mation from later surveys. If translated into a General Election result on the basis
of existing boundaries it could result in a Conservative majority in excess of 200
seats! Both Labour and Alliance support dropped slightly in the latest study.

The two tables overleaf show the trend of support for the main parties since early
September - the first shows support when 'don't knows' are excluded (the 'conventional'

410way of presenting opinion research findings) and the second shows the figures when don'tknows are excluded. In the latest study Gallup found 10% of respondents who did not
give a voting intention or claimed they did not know how they would vote.
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VotinIntention

(unprompted question, excluding




don't knows)





CON LAB LIB SOCIAL OTH LEAD LIBERAL & SOCIAL




DEMOCRAT




Con over DEMOCRAT





Lab






%




1979






May (GE) 43.9 36.9 13.8




5.5 +7.0




23.8
13/16 June* 42.0 43.5 13.0




5.0 -9.0




13.0

1982






1/6 Sept 43.5 28.5 8.0 17.0+ 3.0 +15.0




25.0
8/13 Sept 44.0 30.5 8.5 14.5+ 2.5 ,23.5**




23.0
15/21Sept 42.0 33.0 8.0 15.0+ 2.0 +9.0




23.0
22/27 Sept 43.0 29.5 12.5 13.0+ 2.0 +13.5




29 Sept/4 Oct 40.0 3 1.5 13.5 13.0+ 2.0 +8.5




26.5
6/11Oct 42.5 32.0 10.5 13.0+ 2.0 +10.5




23.5
23/18 Oct 43.0 31.0 9.0 13.5+ 3.5 +12.0




22.5
20/25 Oct 40.5 29.0 12.0 15.0+




3.5




27.0
27 Oct/1 Nov 48.0 31.0 8.5 11.0+ 2.5 +17.0




19.5
3/10 Nov 44.0 33.0 9.0 12.0+ 2.0 +11.0




21.0
20/15 Nov 42.0 35.0 8.0 13.0+ 2.0 +7.0**




22.0

17/22 Nov 41.5 33.0 9.0 14.0+ 2.5 +8.5




2 3.0
24/29 Nov 46.5 32.0 7 .5 11.5+ 2.5 +14.5




19.0
1/6 Dec 43.0 35.0 9.0 11.0+ 2.0 +8.0




20.0
8/13 Dec 41.0 34.5 9.0 13.0+ 2.5 +6.5**




72.0

1983







7/11 Jan 44.0 33.0 10.5 11.0+ 2.5 +11.0




2 2.5
12/17 Jan 44.0 31.5 12.5 11.0+ 2.0 +12.5




22.5

18/25 Jan 47.5 30.5 9.0 11.0+ 2.0 +17.0




20.0

First Gallup Post-Election Survey, ** Fubl'sned Polls, includes those sa:'irg they
would vote for the_Alliance.
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VOTING INTENTION

(unprompted question, including
don't knows)

1979




CON LAB LIB SOCIAL OTH DON'T LEAD LICERAL




DEMOCRAT




KNOW

0/0

Con over
Lab

0/

& SOCIAL
DEMOCRAT

May (GE)




43.9 36.9 13.8




5.5




+7.0 13.8

1982







1/6 Sept




39.0 76.0 7.0 15.0 3.0 10.0 +13.0 29.0
8/13 Sept




40.0 78.0 8.0 13.0 2.0 8.0 +12.0** 21.0
15/21Sept




38.0 29.0 7.0 12.0 2.0 11.0 +9.0 19.0
22/27 Sept




39.0 27.0 12.0 12.0 2.0 9.0 +17.0 '7)4.0

29th Sept/4th Oct 37.0 29.0 12.0 12.0 2.0 8.0 +8.0 24.0
6/11Oct




38.0 79.0 10.0 12.0 1.0 10.0 +9.0 22.0
13/18 Oct




39.0 28.0 8.0 13.0 3.0 9.0 +11.0 2 1.0
20/25 Oct




37.0 27.0 11.0 13.0 4.0 8.0 +10.0** 1:4 .0

27 Oct/1 Nov




44.0 28.0 8.0 10.0 1.0 8.0,




18.0
3/10 Nov




41.0 31.0 8.0 11.0 2.0 8.0 +10.0




10/15 Nov




38.0 31.0 7.0 12.0 2.0 10.0 +7.0** 19.0
17/22 Nov




41.0 29.0 11.0 9.0 1 .0




+22.0 70.0
24/29 Nov




41.0 29.0 7.0 10.0 2.0 21.0 +12.0 17.0

1/6 Dec




39.0 32.0 8.0 10.0 1.0 9.0 +7.0 18.0
8/13 Dec




37.0 31.0 8.0 11.0 3.0 10.0 +6.0** 19.0

1983








7/11 Jan




39.5 29.5 9.5 9.5 1.5 10.5 +10.0 19.0
12/17 Jan




40.0 29.0 10.0 10.0 1.0 9.0 +11.0 20.0
18/25 jan




43.0 28.0 8.0 10.0 1.0 10.0 +15.0 18.0

** Published polls, + includes those saying they would vote for the Alliance.

0

•
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2. Government Record

The latest study found a slight improvement in the popularity of the Government - for
the first time since before September last year Gallup found more people approving of
the Government's record than disapproving. 45% approved of the Government's record to
date and 43% disapproved.

Details of the trend of replies to this standard question since early September 1982
are shown below:-

GOVERNMENT RECORD

1979

A:Dr:rove Disapprove Don't Know

,0




13/18 June 34 41 26

1982





1/6 Sept 41 45 14
8/13 Sept 40 48 13
15/22 Sept 38 49 13
22/27 Sept 38 50 12
29 Sept/4 Oct 36 51 13
6/11Oct 40 47 13
13/18 Oct 38 48 14
20/25 Oct 40 49 11
27 Oct/1 Nov 42 45 13
3/10 Nov 41 45 15
10/15 Nov 39 48 13
17/22 Nov 39 47 13
24/29 Nov 44 44 13
1/6 Dec 42 47 11
8/13 Dec 37 50 13

1983





7/11 Jan 43 AA 13
12/17 Jan 413 43 12,
18/25 Jan 45 43 12

•
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3. Popularity of Political Leaders

This latest unpublished study found a further improvement in Mrs Thatcher's popularity
- 51% claimed to be satisfied with her as Prime Minister and 44% dissatisfied. Only
18% thought Mr Foot is a good Leader of the Opposition, 33% thought Mr Jenkins is a
good Leader of the Social Democrats and 61% saw Mr Steel as a good Leader of the
Liberals.

Details of the trend since early September 1982 of the popularity of the Leaders of
the four main parties are shown in the table below:-

POPULARITY OF POLITICAL LEADERS

Mrs Thatcher Mr Foot
	

Mr Steel Mr Jenkins

Sat. Dis- Don't Is Is Don't Is T- Don't Is Is Don't
— --

sat. Know Not Know Not Know Not Know




/0




/0







49 45 5 14 74 12 59 20 21 35 30 35

48 47 5 -6 74 10 59 21 20 37 32 2 1

46 49 6 14 73 12 62 19 19 33 34 23

46 50 a 16 74 11 64 20 16 35 31 34

44 51 6 27 60 13 64 29 17 36 33 31

46 48 6 25 62 13 62 22 17 35 33 32

45 50 5 23 66 11 56 25 10 34 36 20

46 50 4 20 69 12 60 22 18 35 34 31

48 48 4 20 66 14 57 24 18 35 37 28

48 48 5 23 65 11 58 24 18 34 37 29
44 52 5 22 67 12 59 22 19 37 33 20
44 51 5 25 63 11 59 PO 20 33 36 2 1

48 47 5 18 68 14 57 22 20 31 35 34

45 51 5 23 67 10 62 18 19 35 34 31

44 53 4 20 69 10 60 23 17 34 34 31

48 47 6 18 68 14 62 PO 17 20 33 36
49 45 6 17 69 14 62 19 19 30 31 39

51 44 5 18 72 10 61 PO 19 33 35 31

•
1982

1/6 Sept
8/13 Sept
15/21 Sept
22/27 Sept
29 Sept/4 Oct
6/11 Oct
13/18 Oct
20/25 Oct
27 Oct/1Nov
3/10 Nov
10/15 Nov
17/22 Nov
24/29 Nov
1/6 Dec
8/13 Dec

1980

7/11 Jan
12/17 Jan

18/25 Jan


