PRIME MINISTER

The Boundary Commission

I understand from Ian Gow that the Boundary Redistribution
issue did not feature in your meeting with the Home Secretary etc
this morning (Monday).

Consequently, I think you should be aware of the following facts
in case you need to exert further pressure.

As you know, under the European Assembly Elections Act the
Parliamentary Boundary Commission Report and the FEuropean
Assembly Constituencies Report have to be presented to the
Secretary of State at the same time.

(X2
An amendment to the 1978“Schedule 2, Section 2, would be
required to change the picture.

Last Friday, 30th November, David Mitchell of our Leagal
Department at Central Office attended a meeting of the
Parliamentary Boundary Commission. In the presence of

a Labour Party representative he asked the Deputy Chairman,
Sir Raymond Walton, for his opinion of the timetable in
respect of the European Assembly recommendations. In his
reply, Sir Raymond made it plain that it would take about
15 months to prepare the report on the European Assembly
constituencies after the completion of the Parliamentary,
Report, and that it could even take longer, say 18 months.
If this is the case and the two Reports are_not divorced,
the Home Secretary might not be able to present the
recommendations to Parliament until the Autumn of 1983.
True, we will know the Parliamentary recommendations by the
spring of 1982, but they will be inoperative as long as they
remain tied to Europe. Your General Election options will
therefore be seriously hampered unless a simple Bill is
brought forward to amend the Act.

It could be that the Boundary Commission are anaered by
John Drinkwater's imminent 'dismissal' following representations
about political‘biag'from Merlyn Rees.

In any event a decision has to be made at some stage about the

amendment. It looks as though you might have to go through with
it(in which case is it more politic to do so soonjyor in 19R82?
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CONFIDENTIAL,

0,C.D, Mitchell Lord Thorneycroft
30th November 1979 ¢cc: A.S, Garner
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This morniny I attonded a meeting of the Parliamensary
Boundary Comission and I took the opportunity bf asking
the deoruty Chairman for his opinion of the timetable in
respect of the Luropean As QQWJTy recommendations, In his
reply he made it quite plain that he was of the opinion
that 4t would take about 15 months to prepare the report
cn the Eurcpean Assembly constituencies after the completion
of the Parliameantary Repoprt and that it would possibly take
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Earlier this year w i sed witl « Whitelaw, Mr. Leon
Eri”tﬂA, ir, Nichola dJwards and Mr, George Younger whether

we should sec 0 introduce legislation so that the ”arliamentary
uauuﬂﬂ“_ scommenda 3 could be made in advance of th

European Assembly recon: tions, At that time we were

thinking ia terms of six munth delay., In view of this
mornin's information I think we should consider the matter

agzain as a matter of urgeacy,
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PARLTAMENTARY BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND,

Recommendations to date

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 239.76 Inquiry 24.1.77
CLEVELAND 20.1.77 4.7.77,
SOMERSET 12:5:.77 18. 10,77,
LANCASHIRE 12,5.77 n 20.9:;i
NORTHUMBERLAND 23.2.78 9.1.79,
N
ESSEX 11.5.78 13.3.79.
CHESHIRE 14.6.79 30.10.79,
HERTFORDSHIRE 14.6.79 4.12,79,
SALOP 14.6.79 6.11.79.

LONDON
(except Enfield) 14.6.79

DERBYSHIRE 28,6,79
KENT 28.6.79
STAFFORDSHIRE 6.9.79
URREY 22,11,79

Counties in which all Orders have been signed.

CUMBRIA NORFOLK
DURHAM NORTH YORKSHIRE
HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WARWICKSHIRE

HUMBERSIDE WILTSHIRE

2nd Recs,

28.4.77

15.2.79
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