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SLCRET - UK EYES 'A'

PRIME MINISTER

" Attack on Argentine Aircraft Carrier

;5 Following our decision in OD(SA) yesterday to authorise
an attack without warning on the Argentiné aircraft carrier
outside our exclusion zone, I have been giving a further thoug
to the line we should take in public after‘the event.
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2. Atter discussion with‘the Attorney*ﬁeneral the‘wgy ip
e action would have”%o be publicly Justiried ‘and its
1ega11ty de!ended I believe our position would be immeasurab
strgfgthenedaignzg Eggzgiyen a warning FQ’EEQ A;Eentine % o
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;ﬁarrow zone*which ‘we ' discussed. yesterday or within tprzitorih
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decision we' fook yesterdaxﬂ " But I believe K. & A would greatly.)
T e 1L wm-“'"*ﬁ""#w o Rias et ke
strengthen our hand in: 5
.. i;ﬂ ’k:"‘hoﬁ:s-;-_-_ 8 i 4

4,
'#maﬂnﬁhmw

Derence, the'Home-Secrgt

= Sir Robert Armstrong zg@

.fr.'h""b

Vegra




o

o} —re,
e

<\ ¢

—

{
R |
e I.‘IH\."

[y BT

N

NOTIFICATION TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

In announcing a Total Exclusion Zone around the Falklandg
on 28 April, HMG made it clear that these measures are without
prejudice to the right of the UK to take whatever additionai
measures may be needed in exercise of its right of self-defencse
under Article 51 of the UN Charter..  In the. llght oi the
Argentine statement of 30 April of an intention to consider
hostile Britieh vessels within 200 miles of the Argentine
mainland the Falklands and their dependencies the Britieh
Government has decided on the Iollowing measures.. The Argenti“
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carrier quote THE 25TH OF‘HAY unquote is hereby warned g%t fo
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move Ea.st of a line [45 Wesj or South o:l' a line[_:?.s Soutjor 7
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outside a limit of 12 nautical miles from the coast of the

mainland North oI[l Soutg if the quote 25TH O]!‘ MAY unquote
moves beyond these limits she will be regarded as constituting
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an immediate threat to British rorces in the South Atlantic:_
and will be 1iab1e to be dealtvwi;h.accordingly. Furthef 11“'
any attack adywhere in the South® Atlantio 1s made: upou Briflsh‘
naval or air forces by an Argentine unit, all other Argentine
naval units operating on the high seas, including the carrier
quote THE 25TH OF MAY unquote, even if she is stil) fnside

the limits defined in this communication, and all Argentine
military aircraft operating in air space oner the South Atlant
will be regarded as hostile and are liable to be dealt with
accordingly ' .
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