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that "you begin to wonder whether we are pgetting th
.~ walue or whether it is properly applied in the interesi
of those who work in Merseyside'. I am naturally conce
about these words because for a period of four years,
;,’gﬁb’;p‘e_}}'gg‘ix"]ﬁeqysi ago, the County Council was Conservative
controlled 1 know that your remarks may well be direc!
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‘at Liverpool City who have in many instances been obstructive
to our efforts, particularly concerning the Ring Road, but
the reaction in Merseyside is that the finger of condemnat
is pointed at us Tl R
S | tr*/,\:a i g e ‘,l o Sk v e A s :
So far as the County is concerned - and gener:
fairness probably so far as the City is concerned
~ monies, whether from Government or from Commerce an
are applied in this County the best way possil
~ unemployment and to assist in our future prosj
. trouble is, that Merseyside has particular "Ob |
- arising from the run down of the docks and the replaceinéfﬁ;
the o0l1d local industries by the large - and internationall
~strike prone - motor industry. ‘

~ Dur greatest problem, however, is our image. I am reliably
_assured, and all statistics show this, that Merseyside is
no means at the top of the strike league and that in the
" major industrial conurbations we come about half wa OW]
Nevertheless the general public's view is that, a “the
of a hat, Merseyside will be militantly out on strike

. This false image causes us tremendous problems. When the

~ kings of industry are invited to Merseyside, they are reluct

. to come because of our reputation. Once they establish 3

. themselvés here they do not move away, Over the years, and

.~ particularly during the Conservative administration we have

 fought hard and long to improve this unfair picture of
Merseyside. '




Now unfortunately, and at National level, you as Prime Mlnister
hayve in effect given a seal of approval to the words of criticism.
~ Those who were €O si@erih,g- 'f‘ £ in a
view of your str res they st ould stay away. Those who Wi Te
balanced on a knfi 53 Ige as to w ether or not to come, may. be”%
'51m11ar1y affected. ~In fact I : m“"sorry to put it this way, ”‘but
your remarks ji which I am sure did not 3n any way have this
1ntentlon &;,- “will be interpreted as 'be1ng confirmatlon that
‘eﬁs not a place to which to come, and that if the
: fails yr_ 'Erly to. deal vuth £300 m1111on of Government mone

Coun ty?
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- would receive at ast as. much publicity as that under dlscussion‘

- to the effect that 'iz‘s:e*ﬁ ide’s adverse image is incorrect, that

- the County has a gr deal to o ‘offer, that tremendous efforts i A

“dea
~have been made and noppori:unities exist.- 1iere for commerce and
% industry, and that the Go'végnui,ent willggcent nue to support ‘us
Can s e sure ’.knowledge *thatra:hefjo ng rm inv'estmen% g :
‘]"on as 1s indeed the case.. i B g St

: The £300 m11110n a year can go to waste w1thout such a statement
~ _whereas it can be worth double that sum if it has direct Prlme
‘”‘Mlnlsterlal support

'If ;you “can flnd 't:une to v151t this County it will be a
‘tremendous boost not only locally but nationally and I
naturally Join the present Labour Leader of the County Coun011
in his 1nv1tat10ﬁ""to ,you

The Prlme Minister,

(The Rt. Hon, Margaret Thatcher, MP,),
10 Downing Street

London, SW1,
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