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Did the Government bring pressure to bear on the BBC not to show a
Panorama programme on security and intelligence?

DRAFT ANSWER Zﬁb

In July we learned that the BBC were approaching a number of people

concerned with security matters to give interviews for a proposed Panorama
programme on intelligence and security. The BBC were told that, in view of
the potential risks to national security, people in Government service would be

instructed not to give interviews or co-operate with those making the pro-

gramme. But the BBC has, under its Charter, complete editorial freedom,
and it was, and is, entirely within the responsibility of the BBC to decide W

N

whether to show such a programme and what to put in it.
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NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

Ql. Has the BBC's attention been drawn to 'D' Notices?

Al, That is not necessary. The BBC is represented (by the Director of News
and Current Affairs, Mr. Richard Francis) on the Defence, Press and
Broadcasting Committee, which is responsible for 'D' Notices, and can be
assumed to be well aware of their contents.

Q2. Does the Government propose to use Lﬂas the Government considered
using7 its power of veto to stop thé showing of this programme?

A2, No, I do not think that it would be appropriate to use the power of veto.

It is much better to put the onus on the BBC to exercise their editorial freedom

with a sense of responsibility.

ekl How was the Government's decision to refuse co-operation conveyed to the
BBC?

A3, I do not propose to add to what I have already said.

Q4. [_-Any questions about the contents of the programme?__/

A4, That is entirely a matter for the BBC.
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BACKGROUND NOTE

The BBC have denied that a video cassette of the film for the proposed
programme has been shown to anyone outside the BBC; ard they have denied
that there has been any pressure upon them not to show the programme.

2. The Prime Minister will remember that, with her approval, and that of
her colleagues, the Secretary of the Cabinet saw Sir Jan Trethowan on 29th July,
to make clear the Government's view on the risks to national security interest
in showing such a programme, and that in view of this it would not be possible
for any present or former member of the public services concerned, or for
present Ministers, to take any part. He discussed the programfne further with
Sir Ian Trethowan on two subsequent occasions.

S5 Similar views have been expressed in recent months to the Chairman of
the Governors of the BBC, Mr. George Howard, by the Prime Minister and by

the Home Secretary, and to Sir Ian Trethowan by Sir Michael Palliser,
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BBCs
security
film cuts
anger
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By Stephen Cook

The anger of BBC staff over
Sir Jan 'Trethowan's drastic
cutting of a Panorama pro-
gramme on the security ser-
vices was confirmed yesterday
by a meeting of leaders of ali
the  corporation’s  Nationai
Union of Journalists’ chapels.

More than 50 chapel fathers
television

country passed a resolution
expressing alurm at the diree.
tor-general's action. They took
“the greatest exceplion to any
form of censorship ot improper

{peessure placed on any BBC
tgonrnalist,” they said. - i

Mr Ken Ashion, the NUJ
general secretary, and Mr Tony
Hearn, general secretary of the
Associaiion  of  Rroadeasting
Staflf, are seekifg a meeting
with Sir Jan to ask why the
-cuts were mude.

Yesterday's mecting made it
clear that if the two general
secretaries were denied access
to Sir Tun or if he could give
no satisfactory explanation, the
NUJ would take **approptiate
action” in  consultaiion with
other BBC unions, By,

The meeting heard that an
article in the Guardian last
week © detailing the ecircums-
stances and nature of the cuts
was accurate: and that the

fextent of the cuts aneant the
 pro2ramive  was  no  longer’

worth transmitting,

The article described the ine
volvement of the security ser-
vices and police Spdcial Branch
in illegal phone tapping, sex
scandals  involving wpeliticians,
attempts  to remove foreign
rulers, and the passing on of
false information. Co :

The programme had been
approved by the head of BRBC-1

‘and of Current Affairs before

Sir lan appareatly called for a
casselte of the programme and:
insisted on the cuts. He has
denied that he showed it to.
anrone from the Governmont.
The meeting, called to dis-
cuss the next BBG pay claim,
apparently felt that Sir lan
snould be pressed to allow the
film to go ahcad as approved
by the immediate programue
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Blunt’s Oxford spy fora
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by Barric Penrose and imnu Fromnan RS

NEW IIGh'I on thc activities of
Antliony Blunt, the former Sovict
spy, is one of the items which
have fallen under the editorial
veto of Sir Jan Trethowan, thé
| BBC’s director-general.. Treth-
owan has told the Panorama team
that he is not happy about the
evidence they have produced to
back up-allegations in an inter-
view with Anthony Motion, an
ex-MIS5 agent.

After lcarning of the inter-
view, Trethowan told the pro-
- gramme team that they must not

contact any other formcr agents.

Reporters and reseavchars who
“ worked oun the film are this week.

end mounting an attempt 0

convince Trethowan that the film
- should go out, althotigh he has

alveady made it clear that the
 J00-minute programme cannat be
shown in its present form. e has
“ strongly denied suggestions that
 his views have been influenced
by Whitehall security chiefs, and
says that his objections are purcly

- on cditorial grounds.
Motion’s interview su:'g'csts
that Blunt’s spying activities
extended further than has hither-
to been revealed. 'The Sunday

Times traced Motion yesterday at

his homie in Australia. e alloges
“that Blunt was active not only in

Cambridge, but in Oxford as well.
- He elso claims that MI5, during
i inquiries about Blunt at Oxford,
uncovered other Soviet agents
who were “turned” by the
Jritish but not exposed; and that
several “ minor spics” were lelt
alone because they were not
important,

During the making of the pro-
grawmme, Motion, 49, described
how MT5 learned ﬁnally of Blunt’s
treachery . in  1964-—15 years
before he was publicly exposed.
At that rime Motion was a seciion
chief with the security services

and said he was asked to examine.
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Bloar's rccriuthy factivities at
Oxford! Up to now it has been
1houg,h( thai Blunt was only really
active at Cambridge, where he had
been an undergraduate and fater

" a tutor. It was.at Cambridge that
and.

he had met Maclean, Philby,
Bur pcsq——mc Iaue'r, ‘according to

‘Blunt, rccru:fmfr him as a Snvxct

% mknt spotter.,” 1

Motion said yester day that he

was a loyal British and Australian
subject, “If the Home Office have
decided that the RBBC cannot
screen that segment they must
have good reason,” he said, “1I
would opposa ‘it ‘only if sich a
Meve was a pniiticu! decision.”

Motion jeined M5 after a
career with the Hussars and the
]*urexgn Office. He was asked to
mvesugdtc Blunt’s 'Oxford con-
nections hecaunse it was feared he

“had also recruited Soviet spies

there, He said: “I first heard
about Biunt in the carly Sixties
and was as mad a3 hell about it
But now I realise (i:6re was more
to gain by not scndmg him to
jail at the time.”

Motion, now a restaurant owner
and chairman of a regional tourist
comntission, said that he had not
managed to pinpoint any ohvious
Blunt figures at Oxford, e added,
however, that * several ponplc
had been discovered by MI5 at
the time of Blunt's private con-

Motion: ex-agent talks

e A
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fession ‘in 1964, but few came
under public ser utiny  because
they dxd not hold 1mpor|am
positions

Mation eaye some “exposed ™.
spies continued working with the
kuowledge of MI5 to help provide
“ counter - intelligence informa-
tion *-~a hallmark of the security
services following their successful
“ double-cross » operations in the
last war, Much of Motion’s tosti-
mony is supported by the recollec-

tions of the poet Louis MacNeice,

who dwd in 1963. In his book
The Strings are False, published
1)0.»!’1}1 mously in 1965, MacNeioe
recalled in detail how Blunt witls
at Cambridge, regularly VlSltcd
Oxford left-wing students.

The Panorama rew had bLezen
simmering for weeks when it
finally became public last week.
Although senicr BBC executives
in mews and current affairs hatl
approved the vprogramme, Tre-
thiowan said that it was © unsuit-
able ” for transinission. He toid
the Panorama team thdt parts o
it were ¢ gpacuiative” and de.
manded a number of cuts, includ-
ing the Motion revelations, But
his decision led to claims, both
from swithin the BBC aand from
outside, thar he was trying to sup-
press the documentary simply
because he did not want to risk
offending Whitehall.

The Panorains team began on
the programme last summer, with
the full znowledge of Trethowan.
Senior BBC executives say that
they were aware that Trethowan
had serious reservations,

Dr David Owen, the former
foreign sccretary, who was. also -
interviewed by Panorama, told
The Sunday Times yesterday that
e had argued strongly for greater
accountability of MI'§ and MIG.

Additional reporting by
‘Denis Reinhardt
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