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I am very worried akout the debate on March 3rd on Trident.
As you know, I remain profoundly sceptical about our ability
o absorb the cost of purchasing Trident and building the
delivery system in the later years of this decade with#a\i o
disasterous impact on the conventional equipment of the

arned forces. I den't for a mcment doubt that Trident is
the most effective weapon-system available to us for the
purpose. But I find it hard to believe that the defence

of the realm is best secured by the preservation of one
gigantic weapon to re-duplicate those already held by the

USs and France for use in extremis .and the stripping of the
rest of our armed forces of propct equipment plus the
imposition upon them of financiali constraints which make it
increasingly impossible for them to use the equipment they
have got. T don't honestly see how I could support this

on March 3xd. - e
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