The Re. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.

HQUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

30 May 1978

On Monday you printed a story about the reason . .
for e change in the duties of Chrig Patten, the Hesdbwc'u:’\
ofLConservative Resegrch Department, which was just
not true.

As you know, I never make ahy complaint about
things said concerning me, but when you cast a slur
on any member of my staff, I must protest in the
gtrongest possible terms.

Chris Patten is a mogt valued and trusted colleague.
The work-load he has hed to bear has been so¢ great that
it would have broken a lesser man.

We are in the run—up to an Election and T am trying
to relieve the principal membera of my team of as much
routine as possible so that we can concentrate on plamning
the Campaign and the early period in Government. In
this supremely important work Chris Patten will be a
key pergon. That iz the reason for the change. My
confidence in him is complete and I am sorry you thought
fit to insinuate the opposite.

Neither 8ir Keith Jogeph nor Mr. Airey Neave gave
any advice to me on this matter., Your repert in that
respect wae alsc whelly untrue.
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Finally, Shadow Cabinet Mimtes record olffy
_awe decision-" I ———— CCUTATELY .
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The Editor,
The Timas,
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STATEMENT BY THE RT HON KRS MARGARET THATCHER WP

Wr Oavid Wolfson, 42, has joined the staff
of Wrea Thatcher's Private Offics, He will act
a8 Secretary of the Shadow Cabinet to relieve
the workleed of Hr Christopher Patien, Director
of the Conservative Research Department who
is also Prospactive Parliamentary Candidate for
the Bath Constituency.
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