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UK/HUNGARIAN RELATIONS: CALL ON STATE SECRETARY
PAL RACZ

I paid my first call on State Secretary Pdl
Rédcz, whom you will remember from your visit here
with the PUS and who was abroad at the time of my
own arrival, on 14 February. I expect that you,
as I did, found him a person of considerable
intelligence and subtlety with whom it is possible
to have a useful dialogue; I look forward to
further talks with him. I encliose, Tor Gthe reecord,
a copy of Michael Atkinson's note of our discussion;
I certainly would not suggest that you need wade
through it yourself and this letter therefore
summarizes the main points of interest.

2. Racz took up my expression of hope that the
political dialogue between Hungary and the UK could

be continued this year at at least the same level

as in 1979 by remarking that the right conditions

would have to exist for this and that this "did not
depend on Hungary alone'. The development of bilateral
contacts, he went on to say later, could not Dbe
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hermetically sealed from the general international
situation and this applied particularly in the

sphere of high-level political contacts. Racz
subsequently remarked thsat he, personally,

regretted that it had not been possible to prevent
certain developments which had ocecurred as a result
of events in Afghanistan and that Hungary would have
been happier if those events could have been averted.
He commented, again on a personal basis, that he
found it ironic that Hungary should be accused of
having taken certain steps recently in response to
pressure from outside whereas, in fact, Hungary had
been less "'solid" with the Soviet Union in the
aftermath of Afghanistan than had the United Kingdom
with the United States. (This gave me an opportunity
to emphasize that the UK's current policies were not
dictated merely by considerations of Alliance
solidarity but reflected HMG's and the British
people's profound concern over the implications of
Soviet behaviour,)

g In a nutshell, the message which Rdcz wished

to convey was that Hungary at present found itself
under definite constraints so far as the continuation
of a political dialogue with the UK at a high level
was concerned; for this reason it probably would

not be possible for him, for the time being, to
laccept a return invitation to visit London; that
this situation i® not of Hungary's choosing nor
welcome to her; but that we can count on Hungary's
co-aperation in developing those areas of our bilgteral
relationship which do not fall under Moscow's
anathema,

A This fully confirms the impression which we and
our partners had already formed of Hungary's present
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situation and attitudes (my tel no. 72).

Yours tues,

S

(Bryan Cartledge)

cc (without enclosure):

Chanceries at East Berlin, Warsaw, Prague, Moscow,
Bucharest and Sofia
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| STATE SECRETARY PAL RACZ AT THE MF

A, BUDAP
11980 AT 10 AM RhEe

1.  After Mr Récz had welcomed Mr._Cart;i,iéci'g‘~
. that he had already been confirmed in the 1il
'he had formed during his very short visi
.- that Anglo-Hungarian bilateral relations

had worked hard to build up Anglo-Hungar

Hungarian authorities had appreciated hii

parficular conditions existing in Hungarys.
~was glad that Mr Cartledge had'a wide polifi

of the Soviet Union and of the other socialis
lacquainted with developments in the socialis
perioed c¢f time. It was of special importance:

Wil through familiarity with the milieu
bogh the possibilities which existe
ities. Diplomats should know wk
2reate of their countries ~ii

ve. ' Mr Racz said that Mr. Ca
ow the Hungarian authorities,:
vony not only in represe '

anotdnd

s ounte)

"

yt s
.gajd that he was gratefulito Mp
him'so 800 Btate Beoretary's return f
‘also grateful To the Forsign Ministry and:its Pn
the' effective mction they had taken' torenable hi
guickly in pest. He had 1nherited from his
v congtructive end worthwhile bilateral programme
foryard, for 'exemple, to'the visit to Britain b
March, and:alse to/the visit by Mr Kévari of:th
He hoped that the Anglo~Hungarian dialogue wou
-atiab least the level achieved in 1979. ‘It had
cdifficult to make progress in détente but HNG would co: ie to .
for thin eves though the circumstances were ;  less f ables
pplte of these difficulties, every effort should be made to maintain
the forward movement in UK/Hungarian relations and to improve and o)
deepen contacts in all fields. PR R

2y, i Cay

pre

B Mr Récz assured Mpr Cartledge that the Ministry would give him
every help and assistance in getting to know the realities of the
i domestic situation in Hungary and of Hungary's foreign policy. ' He
f said that Hungary wanted her objectives to be presented accurately.
She was not always successful in this as sometimes official or semi-
official statements were to be seen in the press which did got '\ &

/correspond
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(o) rreapond with reallty. But Hungary wunted to
meaningful working contacts with Britain bott on

lateral matters. The Ministry supported the Vv:
the poets and of Mr Kévari.

4. . Mr Récz said that Hungary, like the UK looke
rmalntalnlng political contacts at at least l st yes
the conditions for this had to be propitious and th
on Hungary alone. Mr Ricz said that it was a ¢ a
diplomacy that there had to be a basi ~degree of
‘depended on both 51des. It was fine to say tha
to continue but if one's partners: did ot-w,
difficult to have it. Hungary believed tha
lateral relavlons had to be advantageous t
looked at ' the balance of "cultural: presencé
unouestionable: that Western countries' culturalt
wes greater.then vice versa. ' However,  the imports
Mexchanses were mutually advaﬂtageo ¥
If détente were not preserved, both gp

t0 say that, despite dlfferenqi

Ly ‘'to maintain but to develo:

not hHowever, be hermatic
LDLQ dpplled especiall;
Mr Récz: saldft

igto agcount
“Ghe more impo
relations furthe
My Cartliedge said :uav ‘he hoped that 1nternatlonal,
eventually becowms more favourable to this. ' As lord
retently said ip Parliament, a return to the Cold Wi
nobody's interegts. i v o

T Mp Réc¢z said that Hungary maintained her solldarlty;“ Gl
Soviet Union. Bhe also wished to keep up the process of détente.
In this each alliance and each member country could make oontributlons,
not necessarily of equal weight. He said that he notlced that, ;n ‘
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‘articular, the members of the Western A i€3¢
uniform policy.: He welcomed statements aba
tente, but these were not enough. ‘Practi

aken to put détente back on the rails :
Hungary's membership of the Warsaw Pact di
ursuing that policy. If Mr Cartledge carri
an' Ambaesador An ‘the same splrit, he woul

| Mr Cartledge said that it was. true.tha t,%¢

was ' not always very disciplined. There had not
unison ‘in the responses of individual countrie
But'on one point there was unanimity: the certa:
bhe process of détenta we should be under no illy
had to be 1nd1v151ble..no country, least of al
‘take action anywhere in the world without ect
algewhere. | If that were understood, the prospe
relations would i improve

that in his opinion the cons
i vary widely: it depended on

There was & very wi de 'rs
8 by Besolutiouns in
lations, -attempt: to

one ol

vagﬁe’

’n_), 111-.
endoyed 1
‘Probably '“ev
‘Buper-p ‘ a.
the UbGH belia r@ ¢ hac it could pursue detente
pursuing ‘policies of a different character in othe:
Falliger had expressed apprehension over the pogsibl
of this dLsoarltd, Unfortunately this apprehens (o)
to. be all too well«founded.
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k with Mr Rdcz in October 12 :
nlr Michael had expressged’ th

11»  Referring to the "cultural imbalance", Mr Cartledg hat
he had recently discussed this with Mr Honai. . 4s the visits of the
poets, and the forthcoming exhibitions of Hungarian art in London
ghowed, we were trying to create opportunities for the British
pedple to become better acquainted with Hungarian culture.

FRE,
12. Mr Récz said that he would agree that where the possibllity
and where the will existed bilateral contacts should be developed. 3
He agreed that his talks with Sir IMichael Palliser hdd been usefuls
there had been mutual understanding even if not. always agreeman;.‘v

/Mr Racz
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Mx Racz sald that he personally regret e
possible to prevent certain events which
of whal had happened in Afghanistan.
better if the Afghan events cou )
UBSR had not been compelled to take the
rgpeated that it was not enough to say tha
détente nor enough to express regret about hat
.fand every country should help to restore débentﬁﬂ

‘13.‘ Mr Réez said that Hungary dmd not need to be
d0lidarivy within alliances. He said: that,
. Humgary had not been as "solid" with the Ul

Britain hmd been with the United States.

1“ Mp i« Qgﬁ; §g§ said that, also speakins 6T 80!
to tell Mr Raez that the british reaction o0 even

hed not been determined merely by consideration £al
L wou’a nave Ueex the same even if President Cart}s.‘
differently, 't had been a sponteneous. an pro‘o

‘6?3?6 ing 1ﬁf oep conoern of Brltlsh Mln

wnm ve:J rlund y‘tbiou?hout, ended at 4045.
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" BRITISH' EMBASSY
BUDAPEST
4l February 1980
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