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TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

T E L E G R A M NUMBER 7 3 3 OF 1 DECEMBER 

INFO IMMEDIATE U K R E P B R U S S E L S , D U B L I N 

INFO ROUT I ME A L L OTHER E E C P O S T S 

E U R O P E A N C O U N C I L D U B L I N ' : F U S  T GERMAN R E A C T I O N S 

1 . TO THE P R E S S , C H A N C E L L O R S C H M I D T Y E S T E R D A Y D E S C R I B E D THE 

OUTCOME AS QUOTE A C O M P R O M I S E ON A SOMEWHAT SHAKY B A S I S U N Q U O T E . 

2 . LATER ON T E L E V I S I O N HE E M P H A S I Z E D THAT THE N E G O T I A T I O N S HAD 

MOT BROKEN DOWN. THEY HAD HOWEVER BEEN' D I F F I C U L T . A NUMBER OF 

MEMBER S T A T E S WERE W I L L I N G TO MAKE ACCOMMODATIONS AND T H A T HAD 

BEEN C L E A R FRCM THE S T A R T . FOR E X A M P L E , THE FRQ WAS AND R E M A I N E D 

P R E P A R E D TO TAKE A FURTHER SUM OF OVER DM 6 3 0 M I L L I O N ON TO ITS 

OWN S H O U L D E R S I N ORDER TO A L L E V I A T E B R I T A I N ' S UNDOUBTED ECONOMIC 

AND F I N A N C I A L D I F F I C U L T I E S . THE F E D E R A L GOVERNMENT WAS S U P P O R T E D 

I N TH IS BY DR KOHL AND OTHER O P P O S I T I O N L E A D E R S . THE FRG 

R E M A I N E D R E A D Y TO PAY THE L I O N ' S SHARE' OF THE COMMUNITY B U D G E T . 

BUT THE B R I T I S H GOVERNMENT DID NOT REGARD T H I S AS S U F F I C I E N T . 

QUOTE I HAVE U N D E R S T A N D I N G FOR THAT U N Q U O T E . HE HOPED THAT A 

RATHER D I F F E R E N T , OR P O S S I B L Y A QUOTE E N R I C H E D UNQUOTE S O L U T I O N 

WOULD ST I L L BE " F O U N D . THERE-.-WERE. IWQJ&EC I S I VE PO I N T S : THAT 

N E G O T I A T I O N S WOULD C O N T I N U E E A R L Y NEXT Y E A R , AND THAT THE P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R , A L B E I T AT A VERY L A T E STAGE OF THE M E E T I N G , HAD S A I D 

THAT SHE WAS NOT ( N O T ) DEMANDING A L L OR N O T H I N G . SHE WAS T H E R E F O R E 

P R E P A R E D TO C O M P R O M I S E . 

3 . ASKED WHETHER IT WOULD HAVE B E E N P O S S I B L E TO A V O I D WHAT YOU 

HAD D E S C R I B E D AS A QUOTE F A M I L Y S Q U A B B L E UNQUOTE IF T H I S R E A D I N E S S 

TO COMPROMISE HAD COME E A R L I E R , THE C H A N C E L L O R S A I D THAT THE 

ANSWER HAD TO BE Y E S . 

kr, THE GERMAN P R E S S TODAY HAS SOME STRONG H E A D L I N E S : QUOTE D U B L I N 

L I K E DUNKIRK UNQUOTE ( S U E D D E U T S C H E Z E I T U N G ) I QUOTE B R I T A I N F A I L E D 

WITH HER DEMAND UNQUOTE ( G E N E R A L A N Z E I G E R ) : QUOTE LONDON E I D TOO ' 

H I G H UNQUOTE ( W E L T ) . THERE IS HEAVY C O V E R A G E . A P A R T FROM F A C T U A L 

R E P O R T S ON THE O U T C O M E , MOST P A P E R S R E P O R T THAT THE ATMOSPHERE 

IN D U B L I N WAS VERY D I F F I C U L T , WITH THE PR IME M I N I S T E R I S O L A T E D AMD 

H E R P A R T N E R S I R R I T A T E D BY SOME OF HER S T A T E M E N T S . HCV.EVER~TFfe MOOD 

IMPROVED TOWARDS THE END WHEN THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R MADE IT CLEAR THAT 



B R I T A I N WAS W I L L I N G TO COM PR OM ISE . S T U T T G A R T E R Z E I T U N G R E P O R T S ^ 

THAT THE F R S AMD LUXEMBOURG WERE W I L L I N G TO GO BEYOND 5 2 3 MEAU BUT 

B R I T I S H P R O P O S A L S FOR S U P P L E M E N T A R Y M E A S U R E S WERE R E J E C T E D AS 

GOING TOO F A R . S E V E R A L N E W S P A P E R S D E S C R I B E THE DANES AS B R I T A I N ' S 

MOST ADAMANT O P P O N E N T . 

5 . P R E L I M I N A R Y E D I T O R I A L COMMENT IS MODERATE AND F A I R L Y S Y M P A T H E T I C . 

S U E D D E U T S C H E Z E I T U N G S E E S THE ARGUMENT THAT B R I T A I N KNEW THE R U L E S 

WHEN SHE J O I N E D THE COMMUNITY AS C O R R E C T BUT A B I T U N F A I R . 

DE G A U L L E ' S VETO K E P T B R I T A I N GUT U N T I L ECONOMIC D E C L I N E P R E V E N T E D 

HER I FROM B E N E F I T T I N G FROM M E M B E R S H I P . WELT S A Y S THAT THE P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R WAS NOT A B L E TO R E P E A T W E L L I N G T O N ' S V I C T O R Y AT WATERLOO 

L A R G E L Y B E C A U S E SHE D ID NOT HAVE A M A R S C H A L B L U E C H E R . S C H M I D T 

WAS NOT W I L L I N G TO P L A Y T H I S R O L E . ONLY ONE ELM TOR IAL IS DOWNRIGHT 

H O S T I L E : THE R H S I N I S C K E P O S T S E E S D U B L I N AS A D I S A S T E R AND AM 

E M B A R R A S S I N G P O L I T I C A L D E F E A T FCR B R I T A I N . B R I T A I N ' S S P E C U L A T I O N S 

WERE C O M P L E T E L Y WRONG AND SHE SHOULD HOW A D M I T THAT SHE HAD E I D 

TOO H I G H . 
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