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sOVIET INTERVENTION IN AFGHANISTAN.
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_ THAT THIS MAY WELL HAVE BEEN AN EXERCISE IN DUPLICITY BY

THE RUSSIANS 1S SUGGESTED BY THE FOLLOWING. |
9, AT THE TIME OF THE RUSSIAN AIR-LIFT MY FRENCH COLLEAGUE

WAS SEEING DOST (THEY POLITICAL DEPUTY MINISTER MFA AND Moy @R
MFA} ON ANOTHER MATTER AND DOST ASSURED HIM CATEGOR ICALLY 1

" THAT NO RUSSIAN COMBAT TROOPS WERE ARRIVING @ THE AIR-LIFT

WAS TO BRING IN SUPPLIES AND ANY RUSSIAN TROOPS [MVOLVED
WERE ONLY A FEW NEEDED FOR UNLOADING. AT THE SAME TIME
THE ADMINISTRATTIVE DEPUTY MFA TOLD ANOTHER COLLEAGUE THAT
BECAUSE THE SALANG PASS WAS BLOCKED BY SNOW THE RUSS | ANS
WERE HAVING TO FLY IN URGENTLY NEEDED SUPPLIES,

- ROTH OFFICALS tAY HAYE BEEN ACTING VERY DlvliGENUCUCLY

WHICH 1S HOT UNKNOWN FOR THEM) BUT IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE
RUSSIANS HAD ESTABLISHED A PRETEXTAFOR BRINGING IN TRANSPORT
PLANES TO KABUL AIRPORT AND BY THE TIME AMIN DISCOVERED WHAT
WAS HAPPENING IT WAS TOO LATE TO DO ANYTHING A30UT IT.

h, .PRESENT SITUATION., OUTWARDLY THINGS ARE NORMAL IN KABUL

ITSELF. MOST OF THE CiVlL!AN MILITIA HAVE DISAPPEARED AND
THE FIFTY OR SO SOVIET TANKS AND SUPPORT VEHICLES PARKED ALL
DAY YESTERDAY BY THE O?JITAL ROAD INTERSECTION NEAR THIS
EMBASSY HAD GONE BY THIS MORNING, LARGE SUPPLY CONYOYS
(FUEL ETC) HAVE HOWEVER BEEN MOVIHG IN OUR VICINITY, POSSIBLY
FOR ARMOUR WITHDRAWN TO OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN. - THE AIRPORT
APPROACH ROAD IS GUARDED BY RUSSIAN TANKS AND CIvIL FLIGHTS
ARE SUSPERDED,
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