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8 3. PRIVATE ¥EWRSRS' DILLS: 5th PERBUARY, 1360

B The Committee dliscuseed the Bille on the Order Paper for

s 5th Februery.

by (1) %bllc Nodies (Admission of the Press to Neetings)

. B - jirs, Thatcher

’" 2 ('revious Reference: L.C.(60) 18t ¥eeting, Hinute 3)

i THR WINISTER OF 1OUSING ssid that Mrs. Thatcher had introduced
'.ﬁ_ the Public Podies (Admission of the Press to ¥eetings) Bill in the

form hended to her dy the Oovernment, when 1t hed been made cleer

' 'to her that the Covernment were not committed to supporting 1t on
Second Reeding. He proposed, as hed been sgreed by the Home

Affoirs Committee, thet the Oovernment should express the view that,

" while there were sdmitted deficiencies in the Local Authorities

. (Admission of the Fress to Neetings) Act, 1908, it wos a metter for
.| the louse to decide whether that Act should be replsced by provisions
4% on the lines of those in Mrs. Thatcher's Bill. It was likely that
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%&%-, . In discuscion the Committee were reminded that the Covernment
_ hed underteken at the time of the Cenersl lection to ensure thet

¢ = the Ereu hed proper facilities for reporting the proceedings of ;
. loocal suthorities. Though no pledge hed been given that leglslestion

i the problem should be deslt with by meens short of legisletion), now /

= that » Bill wes before the House it appesred desireble that the

L Government should support it. On the other hand, it would be

= inodvissble for the Government openly to support the Bill unless

there were o ressonsble sssursnce that it would not de defested on

. Second Resding, snd 1t wes difficult at present to estimste how much
~ support the Biil would receive. Opposition to 1t was growing in

© locsl suthority circles end Covernment supporters wore known to be

" divided in their ettitude. FEven if the Bill were defested, it

. would still de possidle, in the view of the Minister of Housing, for
" the Government to enter into negotistions for the Bdoption by locel

~ suthorities of a voluntery code of conduct.

gy TEE JORD CHANCELIOR said that, while it would de sdvsntsgeous

"' ¢that the Bill now hefore the fouse should progress, the Ninister of
. Housing must be given discretion to decide his tectics in the

" Becond Reeding debete, in the light of the Committee's discussion.

" It would be necessery to judge from the course of the debate iteelf
 the extent to which the Covernment could safely indicate provel

_end support for the Billy end the ¥inister should remein in

- @c n'ﬁmon with the Chief #hip on this.
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. would be introduced (end it would, indeed, have boen prefersble that



