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[Faper by Mr. Timothy Raison?

With the Metropolitan District Elections coming up
on May 1st and our National Local Government Conference
this week at Southport, I feel that we need to be sure
shere wa stend on one or two important issues, We have
the Leader's speech on Friday and my own on Saturday in
which to put our own current thinking at Southport.

The main questions seem to ba comcerned withi-
1. Local goverrment finance;
2, Local government organisations
3.  Housing.,

1. On local gove: t fingnce and the rising rate levels,
we have dlYeady sald that we & qur G
the domestic rate, while retaining an independent source of
finance for local government, but that we will not say what
wa would substitute until we have scen Lagé;gég; The questiaon
now 1s whether we should give any support to pleas for
additionsl rate reliaf, on last year's lines for areas that
are particularly heav!.!y hit this year, There is some con-
cern that if we do not ratepayers and {lar asgeclacions
will zain at our expemse, On the oths hand, in the Matro=-

litan district aveas - thanks to the Rate Support Grant

4 « rate incregses seem to be fairly low = some very
Llow, Glven our commitment to down public enditure
I feel that we should not onal relief,

£
encourage our supporiters to attack local rTment extra-
vagance whera they sea it {espacially Socielist), while
stressing owr commitment to reform and also our particular
Sympathy IBF BONIHETE THtepeyers, I also feel that, while
encolvaging ¢itizens to press for economic administration,

we should discourage them from not only xate strikes but
also delaying tactics on payment atc.

2. . _There is, of course, a food deal of grumbling about
local government reorganisation In the metropolitan areas H
but I think that we should make it clear that further
reorganisation of either boundaries ar Eglmrs i3 wot on
the cards {beyond minor changes in the lness of time). ,
Could wa ge Further and say we have no plans for repfomal
davolution in land? I know that 8 has 1o en

T3 lia WUhitelaw’s team; but if we could
say sumet:gin on thesg lines I should think it would be
wall racelved.

ssessf3.  On housing,
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On housing, we clearly retain ouwr comuitment to the
private sector and to gelling council houses, and will of
cowrge fight the Land Bill, we may need o say soma-
thing about mortgages. I & st we aay that (a) if you
had voted Tory, mortgages have been down to 9% per
cent; (b) but that obviously a policy of this kind depends
on cuwrrent circumetances, and inflationary conditions, and
that 9% per cent does not remain & standing commitment,
Instead we should say that at least the Govercment must
not allow mortgates to rise abpove 11 per cent.
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