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" Rdley accompanied by British officials, Prem

Foreign
Of hig Ministers, ret a delegation led by the Guatemelan L ,‘
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T in New York on 13 and 14 October. 63 18
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fouyq ° Guatemalans were again told that ces e
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. Commonwealth and Ii(\]izp,
the UN, the
upon us from

leaq;
1
hg to
Course
Guatemalans at the same time to continye N

and legislation in the Y

constitutional conference v,
but urged the v

ch of some acceptable settlement of the dispute.
in sear

to have acknowledged this mess

3. The Guatemalans seem It Aage thoueh
1s CIear[h

It is also clear that they g X

with some confusion and considerable unhappiness,
they do wish to go on talking. olld
in the proposed timetable or in the package of Periphera] beuefitsm
put to them by Mr Ridley (copy attached) which would help o
public and military opinion in Guatemala. .
formal claim to Belize and said that the dispute could pe Settle

only on terms which recognised that the matter at issue was terrmm

1Rcak
They restateq theip

In practice a small slice of territory would settle the dispute,
They nevertheless recognised that there was international momenty
for early independence for Belize and acknowledgedthe pressure
under which this placed us. They gave Mr Ridley assurances on sl
occasions (but outside the plenary session) that Guatemala would m

resort to force.

The Guatemalans sought fur
Sr Castillo fil&

4. The atmosphere was notably cordial.
talks which we offered around the end of the year.
also sought a private meeti-pg with Mr Ridley.

\
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5. Mr Ridley briefed Permanent Representatives in New Yor

Commonwealth Committee on Belize and has seen State Departmert Lond?
officials and the Mexican Foreign Minister before returnifg t:e
Mexico firmly supports independence for Belize at an earlyd:;w
The United States Administration is uncertain but clearly i

help, and may well support us for the first time.

alal
6. We have thus reached a position in which the Guateml oot

P
. st no¥
has been placed unequivocally on notice that Belize M 1 supp®”
soon to independence. ernation? AL

1126
this, B i

There is very strong int $
e
We could not now resist this momentum unless t

Government themselves recoiled from early independence
there is no sign,

0

W
Mr Price will, however, need to car:‘ythe
OPposition and Belize pupijc opinion upon whose SUPPO” tb W
independence will depend,
Guatemalan agreement ,

d wi
We would prefer to procee put

tting
The odds are against our B8€ el

continue to try, To delay would be to risk trouble i
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7. Belize will be considered by the Fourth Committ

€e of the UN
general Assembly at the end of October or the begin

3 ning of November
there will be a vote on a resolution on Belige which will include

a call for independence before the end of next year.

security Arrangements

§. It remains our objective to bring Belize to early and secure

independence. In the absence

of agreement and in spite of present

Guatemalan assurances about renunciation of force, there will be a

delicate period during which there may be increasing tension with

Guatemala. Reinforcement of the British garrison before independence

could be necessary. Even if agreement is reached, we envisage that
any British forces remaining in Belize after independence would

stay only for a strictly limited period and on clearly defined terms.
It may be possible to associate other countries with some form of
United Nations guarantee for Belize, but the precise terms of post

independence Security arrangements and their duration cannot at this
Stage be decided.

fext Step

The constitutional procedures for independence should begin with

alling of , Constitutional Conference in London in early 1981.

111 pe hecessary to make this public at least two months in

ice of Such a conference. This points to an announcement very

Hrli in Decemb@r_ It will be necessary to pa.ss a bill throu::oversnl.
Ment during the summer - but it is not likely to be con

the
It
adyg
far)

© tar r 1981, to coincide
Wity 8¢t date for independence would be Septembe -

n of
beyg the py General Assembly and, we would hope, the admissio
Ze to the UN.

e a Guatemalan
Teacy announceﬂent will almost certainly provoke

rotest.
Actiolon Yhich would not necessarily be confined to P“blic :n
i 1 interests
c“atema 8ht be taken against British commercia

inst British
a (roui!hly estimated at £20 million & year), ag
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nationals or against our Consul and his staff. e,

. ; Is g
risk of a military move against Belize. But the Guat&lﬂala 80,
n

s if i ; Go
would probably take such action only if it felt its domeStic verﬁr‘:

in Guatemala to be seriously threatened. If we are to pupg pos“»is,
g 1

objective this risk has to be run and cannot be avoideq ¥ Oy
. € Woy)4

1

do everything possible to maintain the present good relaty

. Ong y
the Guatemalan Government which they themselves appeap o .\mh
. Sire,
We would aim to keep talks going throughout the run up to 4
Constitutional Conference, and for as long thereafter gg thers
remained any prospect of agreement. We think that continuin“m
- §
might help the Guatemalans with their presentational Problemg
at by
Conclusion
11. The Committee are invited:-
(a) to note the outcome of the recent negotiations with
Guatemala;
(b) to confirm that we should vote for a UN resolution callif
for independence for Belize before the end of 1981;
(¢) to agree to the holding of a Constitutional Conferenct
in London in 1981;
' ents will B¢
(d) to note that some continuing security arrangem il
" . one
required for Belize in the post-independence period. " pent ¥

e
have to be found for this; as for an Independence Settl

rnﬂll of 1

there will be considerable savings from eventual withd
garrison.

FOREIGN AND COWON'EAL’I‘H OFFICE
20 October 1980
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6. Security. The Belize Government would be prepared to ] n
give & solemn undertaking that Belizean territory would not L 12
* used to Support subversion in Guatemala. This would be T
*ten into any agreement and there could also be an 60 }3
.Doropriate Provision in the Belizean constitution. The - a3
\‘%d Kingdom woulg be prepared in principle to offer advice, — -
M'nﬁ ®1d equipment in building up the Belize Defence Force. = s_' 74

¢ Go
Vemment of Belize would be prepared to co-operate :
factical way, for example through the exchange of 62 75

ion -
between police forces.
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