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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 176th Meeting held st 5.00 p.nm.
on Wednesday, 9th November 1877, in tHe Leader's
Room at the Heusc of Commons,

Fresent: Mrs, Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr, Whitclaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Carringten, Leord Mallsham,

Sir Geoffroy Howe, Mr., Pym {(for lagt iter),
Sir Ian Gilmour, Mr, Jenkin, Mr. Peyten. -
Mr. Davies, Mr, Neave, Mr, Heseltine,

Mr. St. Jchn Stevas, Mr, Maude,

M. Edwards, Mr. Nott, Mre. Oppenheim,

Mr, Taylor.

Mr. Atkins.

In attendance: SirhMichael Havers, Mr. Butlep,
Mr. Stanley, Mr, Patten, Mr. Ridley,
Me. Hoosen, Mr, Nicholscn. .

Apoiogies: Lord Thorneyersft, !r. Irior,

Propecsed Bugincss for the Week 14th-21lst November

Or Menday, 1l4th November, there would be the Second Reading
of the Scotland Bill (Wr. Pym, Mr. Teylor). This would be followed
by a Motion on an EEC Document on Excise Duty cn Cigarcttes
(R414/76) . .

On Tuesday, 15th November, there would be the Second Readine
of the Wales Bill (Mr. Edwards, Mr. Brittan)., This, would be
fellowed by a Motion on an EEC Document on Secd and Plant
Marketing '(R/1170/77) (Mr. Jopiing).

On Wednesday, 16th November, there would be censidcration of
Timetable Mcotions on the Scotland and Wales Bille.

On Thursday, 17th November, there would be proceedings on
the Finance Bill and remaining stages of the Pensioners Payment
Bill, This would be followed by a Motion on EEC Dotuments
R/3265/76 and R/1961/77 en Bird Conservation.

On Friday, 18th November, there would be the Second Readingy
of the Participation Agreements Bill (Mp. King, Mr. Gray).
This would be follewcd by a Moticn on EEC Documents R/GEG/77
and R/1868/77 on Railwaye. .

(It later emerged that the business for Monday, 2lst Novembep,
was to consist ¢f a Supply Day, pot the Second Reading of the
European Assembly Elections Bill).



2. Mptters Arieing c¢n Business
A numbcr of points were diecussed and it was agreed that:

{1) Sir Geoffrey Howe and his team would cover the
buginess on Thursdey, 10th November, arising from Mr. Healey's
financial statement of 2nd November.

{if) We would not vete on the Rhodesian Sanctions Order
on 1lth November. [

{1ii} We would protest vigorcusly at the proposal to
provide only one day's Second Reading debate for each of the
Scotland and Wales Bills, and to impose & guillotine on the
third day.

{iv) We would move a reasoned amendment to the Sccond
Reading of the Scotland Rill om l4th November indicating that
this Bill would not improve the governmert cf Scotland, and
nroposing a constituticnal conference, and we would then vete
against the Bill on a 3 linc whip. C

(v) We would vote against the Second Reading of the Waléds
Bill on a 3 line whip. .

(vi} The Business Committee would be told of our
decisions on these two Bills.

(vii) Mr. Pym, Mr. Maude and Mr., Britian would deal with
the timetable meticens on the Scotland and Wales Bills ‘cn
16th November. We would vete against both moticns’'on a
3 line whip.

. (vii) We were preluctant to agree to take all stages of
the Fipance Bill and the [ensicners Payment Bill in one day,
en 17th November.

3. Forthooming Everts
.
(1) Members of the LCC were requested to be rendy with Y
appropriate statements and speeches cver the waekend in relation
to topical cvents.

(11} With regard to the threatened firemen's strike we
would urge the Government to protect the public, and we would
nct refer to the pegsibility that the IRA might exploil the
strike of fire fighting services,

(iii) Sir Geoffrey Howe, Sir Keith Joseph and Mr. Frior
were invited to develop the position we should adopt towards
the various pay claims and alleged ®cpecial cases™,

4., Publicity

There was a discussion on how we might "puncture’ the
eupheoria. created by the recent superficial improvement in the
country's financial prospects and fuelled by Covernment
propaganda. It was agraed that a ogrbup headed by ir. Rett and
Mr. Atkins and including Mr. Tebbitt, Mr. Lawscn and
Dr. Rhodes Boyson, should consider how this might best be
achieved, and sholld report to Mrs. Thatcher and Mr. Maude.



Coneervative Res-arch Dopaprtment,

It wae agreed that, dir the light of Mr. Dawv

11 was also reed that Hr. King should table ern carly day motilcr,
\.rg{n;r the Frime Zirdistar to dismiss Mr. W weod -Benn 1o view ©F
the latter's mishendlirg of the powcer Wox kers’ dispute and his
failurs to usge the mivers 9 vete for ihe Nafignal Coal Board s
produc:ivity dral eirce 1t was clearly in thelr best leng—torm
intercsts.

Oth=r Business ¥

to Rhcdogia.

st report, 1t veuld
mantline thelr

Mr, Davies raported o his recrrnt vindl

be unthinkable to ins:l.s.. on the Rhodesiars di
security Torces and poliee,

The mecting cicsed at 6.00 p.m.
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