
CONFIDENTIAL 


C A B I N E T O F F I C E 
70 W H I T E H A L L 

L O N D O N SW1A 2AS 

x s S M s m x m 23 May 1979 

01-233 7645 


Dear P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 


GOVERNMENT BILLS SUITABLE FOR OFFERING TO PRIVATE MEMBERS 

LN 1979/80 SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 


I am w r i t i n g to i n v i t e Departments to suggest s u i t a b l e b i l l s f o r o f f e r i n g to 

p r i v a t e Members who are s u c c e s s f u l i n the b a l l o t which w i l l take p l a c e 

tomorrow, Thursday 24 May. 


To be s u i t a b l e f o r t h i s purpose a b i l l should n o r m a l l y be s h o r t , simple, non­
f i n a n c i a l and l a r g e l y u n c o n t r o v e r s i a l . We have i d e n t i f i e d a v e r y small 

number of b i l l s from the b i d s I r e c e i v e d from Departments l a s t week as 

p o s s i b l e candidates f o r t h i s procedure and these are l i s t e d i n the att a c h e d 

Annex. I should be g r a t e f u l to know from the r e s p o n s i b l e Department whether 

these b i l l s can be o f f e r e d to P r i v a t e Members. I t i s a l s o h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e 

t h a t Departments should i d e n t i f y f u r t h e r p o s s i b l e p r i v a t e Members' b i l l s so 

t h a t the Whips can have a reasonable l i s t to o f f e r to Members. I t may, f o r 

example, be p o s s i b l e to i d e n t i f y i n d i v i d u a l p r o v i s i o n s which have been proposed 

as p a r t of a Government m i s c e l l a n e o u s p r o v i s i o n s b i l l , but which c o u l d i n s t e a d 

be taken through the House by a p r i v a t e Member. This would have the a d d i t i o n a l 

advantage of re d u c i n g the .size of the Government b i l l . 


I am a f r a i d t h a t there i s not much time to draw up a l i s t . As you know, 

c o l l e c t i v e p o l i c y clearance must be obtained before the t i t l e of the b i l l may 

be handed to a p r i v a t e Member and although the b i l l need not be d r a f t e d before 

the Member gives n o t i c e of p r e s e n t a t i o n , the contents must be s u f f i c i e n t l y 

c l e a r to enable P a r l i a m e n t a r y Counsel to d r a f t the long t i t l e i n time f o r the 

b i l l to be presented. The l a s t day f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n t h i s S e s s i o n i s Wednesday 

27 June. Departments w i t h b i l l s which c o u l d be o f f e r e d to a p r i v a t e Member 

should t h e r e f o r e take urgent steps to secure p o l i c y c l earance from the appro­

p r i a t e Committee and d r a f t i n g a u t h o r i t y from the C h a n c e l l o r of the Duchy of 

Lancaster. 


Perhaps I cou l d a l s o remind you t h a t n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h Members who are 

s u c c e s s f u l i n the b a l l o t - of whatever p a r t y - are the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 

Whips' o f f i c e . They w i l l c o - o r d i n a t e approaches to the v a r i o u s Members and 

requests from them; Departments should not co n t a c t i n d i v i d u a l Members 


/ t h emselves 


P r i v a t e Secretary to the 

Prime M i n i s t e r (For Information) 




themselves. I f M i n i s t e r s are approached by a Member s u c c e s s f u l i n the 

b a l l o t , they are asked to l e t the Whips' o f f i c e know as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

As soon as p o l i c y c learance f o r the b i l l has been obt a i n e d , Departments 

should send a s h o r t d e s c r i p t i o n of the B i l l to the Whips' o f f i c e . 


Because the t i m e t a b l e i s so t i g h t , I must ask you to send me comments on the 
attached l i s t and suggestions f o r a d d i t i o n a l b i l l s by 5.00 pm on Tuesday 
12 June. 

I am copying t h i s l e t t e r to the P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r i e s to a l l Departmental 

M i n i s t e r s and to C h a r l o t t e Egerton, Murdo MacLean and B r i a n S h i l l i t o . 


Yours s i n c e r e l y 


J M LYON 
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CONFIDENTIAL	 Annex 


1979/80 SESSION OF PARL13AMENT 

BILLS WHICH MIGHT BE SUITABLE FOR OFFERING 

TO PRIVATE MEMBERS SUCCESSFUL IN THE BALLOT 


Department B i l  l	 Length Comment 


1. FCO Papua New Guinea, Western Short 	E a r l y approval r e q u i r e d . 
Samoa and Nauru B i l l c o u l d be ready f o r 

(M i s c e l l a n e o u s P r o v i s i o n s ) i n t r o d u c t i o n soon. 


2. Home O f f i c e R e g i s t r a t i o n of E l e c t o r s Short I n s t r u c t i o n s to Counsel 

c o u l d be sent v e r y soon 

a f t e r approval g i v e n . 


3. Lord C h a n c e l l o r ' s I n t e r e s t Medium	 Plans f o r p o l i c y approval 

Department 	 would need to be advanced. 


Law Commission d r a f t 

a v a i l a b l e . 


Lord ChanceRor's Matrimonial Homes Short P l a n s f o r p o l i c y approval 

Department (Rights of Occupation) would need to be advanced, 


D r a f t B i l  l a v a i l a b l e . 


5.	 Trade Home S a f e t y Very Short P l a n s f o r p o l i c y approval 

would need to be advanced. 



