
R h o d e s i a 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r a s k e d t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 


S e c r e t a r y t o e x p l a i n xo t h e P r e s i d e n t t h e p o s i t i o n r e a c h e d 


i n t h e L a n c a s t e r House C o n f e r e n c e . The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 


S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e had c l e a r e d a l l the major 


h u r d l e s . B u t t h e f i n a l h u r d l e was p r o v i n g t h e most d i f f i c u l t . Th< 


c o n f e r e n c e was s t i c k i n g on t h e q u e s t i o n of assembly a r e a s between 


t h e t i m e t h e c e a s e f i r e was d e c l a r e d and t h e h o l d i n g o f the 

e l e c t i o n . B r o a d l y s p e a k i n g t h e a r e a s c o n t r o l l e d by t h e P a t r i o t i c 


F r o n t , and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e i r a s s e m b l y a r e a s , were a r o u n d t h e 

o u t s i d e edge o f t h e c o u n t r y . The P a t r i o t i c F r o n t wanted a s s e m b l y 


a r e a s n e a r e r the c e n t r e . A l s o t h e y were a n x i o u s n o t t o be 

s u r r o u n d e d by t h e R h o d e s i a n S e c u r i t y F o r c e s . We had t h o u g h t 


i t r i g h t t o l o c a t e the P a t r i o t i c F r o n t a s s e m b l y areas i n areas 

where t h e y were a l r e a d y . The B r i t i s h a s s e s s m e n t t h a t t h e r e were 


/17/15,000 
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17/18,000 members o f t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t i n R h o d e s i a . 


T h i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t 15 assembly a r e a s was about r i g h t . 


Moreover s i n c e t h e B r i t i s h Government would be r e s p o n s i b l e 


f o r f e e d i n g and h o u s i n g them, i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o t a k e on 


a g r e a t e r number. 


The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t he had 

been s u r p r i s e d a t t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t s u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o a c c e p t . 


The r e a s o n p r o b a b l y was t h a t t h e y saw p o l i t i c a l a dvantage  i n moving 

c l o s e r t o t h e c e n t r e . The B r i t i s h compromise p r o p o s a l c o n s i s t e d ? 

( a )	 o f o f f e r i n g t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t one a d d i t i o n a l a s s e m b l y 


a r e a n e a r e r the c e n t r e o f t h e c o u n t r y ; and 


(b)	 t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t ' s 


c l a i m t o have 35,000 g u e r r i l l a s i n t h e c o u n t r y was 


c l e a r l y u n r e a l i s t i c , o f s a y i n g t h a t i f o u r assessment 


o f t h e numbers was wrong, t h e G o v e r n o r would r e c o n s i d e r 


t h e number o f as s e m b l y a r e a s . 


There was a good chance t h a t t h e s e o f f e r s w ould do t h e 

t r i c k . P r e s i d e n t M i c h a e l had been e x t r e m e l y h e l p f u l and had t o l d Mr. 


Mugabe t h a t he c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e t h e s t r u g g l e f r o m Mozambique 


t e r r i t o r y . P r e s i d e n t Kaunda h a d t o l d Mr Nkomo t o s i g n and 

Mr. Nkomo c l e a r l y w i s h e d t o do s o . P r e s i d e n t Ryerere h a d been 


more e q u i v o c a b l e . Mr. Mugabe d i d n o t w i s h t o s i g n b u t was u n d e r 


g r e a t p r e s s u r e . The s i t u a t i o n l o o k e d p r o m i s i n g but t h r o u g h o u t 


t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s i t had p r o v e d d i f f i c u l t t o b r i n g t h e P a t r i o t i c 


F r o n t t o t h e p o i n t o f d e c i s i o n . I t had frequent^ been n e c e s s a r y t o 


i s s u e u l t i m a t a w h i l e d e n y i n g i t . The s e n d i n g o f L o r d Soames t o 

S a l i s b u r y had been t h e f i n a l u l t i m a t u m : t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t knew 


t h a t t h e y r i s k e d g e t t i n g l e f t b e h i n d i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e 

e l e c t i o n . The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t he 


w o u l d be m i s l e a d i n g t h e P r e s i d e n t i f he gave the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t 


even a f t e r a c e a s e f i r e t h e s i t u a t i o n would be o t h e r t h a n v e r y 


uneasy. There was a s t r o n g r i s k t h a t t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t i n t h e 


event' would n o t assemble i n t h e i r assigned a r e a s . I f so t h e 
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R h o d e s i a n S e c u r i t y F o r c e s c o u l d n o t be e x p e c t e d t o i g n o r e t h e 


s i t u a t i o n . I t was f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s t h a t i  t was so u r g e n t to 


h o l d t h e e l e c t i o n . The P r e s i d e n t a s k e d whether B i s h o p Muzorewa 


was g e n u i n e l y opposed t o any e x t e n s i o n i n t h e number o f a s s e m b l y 


a r e a s o r whether he r e g a r d e d t h a t as b a r g a i n i n g c a r d s . The 


F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t i  t was a b i t o f b o t h . 


On t h e whole he t h o u g h t t h a t t h e amended B r i t i s h p o s i t i o n was f a i r . 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r commented t h a t B i s h o p Muzorewa and h i s c o l l e a g u e s 


had t h r o u g h o u t t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s done w h a t e v e r ha d been a s k e d 


o f them. He had g i v e n up t h e p o s t o f P r i m e M i n i s t e r and a g r e e d 


t o h o l d a new e l e c t i o n a few months a f t e r h a v i n g v/on one. 


Mr. Vance a s k e d whether t h e r e would be a p r o b l e m o v e r t h e 


i n f i l t r a t i o n o f P a t r i o t i c F r o n t g u e r r i l l a s d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 


between t h e c e a s e f i r e and t h e e l e c t i o n . The F o r e i g n and 


Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t he hoped t h a t i  t would be 


p o s s i b l e t o p e r s u a d e P r e s i d e n t M i c h e l and Kaunda t o s t o p i t  . I t 


was t r u e t h a t even i  f t h e y a g r e e d t o do so a good d e a l o f 


i n f i l t r a t i o n would c o n t i n u e . None t h e l e s s t h e r e was no c a s e 


f o r an e x p a n s i o n o f t h e number o f a r e a s a t p r e s e n t . 


The P r e s i d e n t a s k e d w h ether t h e B r i t i s h Government had 


e v e r a p p r o a c h e d th e S o v i e t Government f o r h e l p . The F o r e i g r 


and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n had 


t h r o u g h o u t been v e r y u n h e l p f u l . He had d i s c u s s e d t h e p r o b l e m 


w i t h Gromyko whose a t t i t u d e had been h o s t i l e . The R u s s i a n s and 


t h e Romanians were b o t h s u p p l y i n g arms t o t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t . 


T r o u b l e i n the a r e a s u i t e d them v e r y w e l l , . Mr. B r z e z i n s k i 


q u e r i e d t h e r e f e r e n c e t o t h e Romanians. The F o r e i g n and 


Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y c o n f i r m e d i t  . (News of t h e Romanian 


i n v o l v e m e n t c l e a r l y came as a s u r p r i s e t o Mr. B r z e z i n s k i . ) 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d , t h a t t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
s h i p 


t h e t e n s i o n i n t h e r e l a t i o n / b e t w e e n Mr Nkomo and Mr. Mugabe had 


been o b v i o u s . They had however d e c i d e d n o t t o b r e a k up t h e 


P a t r i o t i c F r o n t a t l e a s t w h i l e t h e y were i n London. I t was 


d i f f i c u l t t o p r e d i c t what would happen when t h e y r e t u r n e d t o 


R h o d e s i a . I n any case t h e B r i t i s h Government i n t e n d e d t o go 
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ahead. She b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y would g e t t h r o u g h . L o r d Soames' t a s k 


would n o t be easy. I t had "been e s s e n t i a l t o send someone w i t h 


a p o w e r f u l p e r s o n a l i t y . The G o v e r n o r would have l i t t l  e m a t e r i a l 


s u p p o r t t o f a l  l back on. 
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