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LEADER'S COMSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

S7TH MEETING

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the 66th Meating - attached.
2, Future Business.

3. Trade Policy - Import Controls - pape
Mr, Tarmeeyiltgginu , Lecf75/78 attlchadt.,y

4. The Civil Avietion Review par by
Mr, Terente Higpina, LGCI75[§; attathed.

5. Any othar business.
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LEADERYS CONSUITATIVE COMMITIEE

Minutes of the 63th Meatini held at 5,00 p.m. on
Wedneaday, 2nd July 1975, ln the Leader's Room at
the House of Commons,

Pregentt Mr. Waitelsw (In the Chair)

Sir Kaith Joseph, Sir Geoffyey Howe

Me, Gilmour, Me. Maudling, Lord Hailgham,

Lovd Carrington, dr. Peyton, Mr, Jeokin,

Mr, 5t, John-5tevas, Mr. Heseltine,

Mr, Maude . Raison, Mr. Buchanan-Smith,
. mmzé.l, Me. NHeave, Mr, Younger,

Mr, Fowler, Mrs.

Mr, Atkins.

Mr, Hayhoe, Mr. Higgins, Mr, Patten,
My, Rdley, Mr. Nichelson {In attendance).

Apologles: Mrs, Thatcher, Mr. Prior, Mr, Jopling.

e
Gppenhein, lord Thomeycroft.

1. Proposed Business of the Weak

On Monday, 7th July there would be Privato Members® Motions:
Mr. KilFedder on a United Kingdom Bill of Rights (Mr. Alisom),
Mr. Wellbeloved on One Paremt Familics (Mr, Fowler), and Mrs. Wise
on Meagures to Beduca Unemployment, This would be followed b{
Timetable Motions on the Patroleun and Submarine Pipelines Bill
and on the Buployment Protecticn Bill, and by the rémalning stages
of the Statutory (hrguraﬂom (Pinancisl Provisioms) Bill
{Mr. Lamomt, Mr. Fox).

on Tuosday, 5th July, Mx, W, Hamilton would seek to intyoduce
his House of Comuons Disqualification (Amendment) Bill tmder the 10
Minute Rule, and this would be followed b{ a Supply Day with
subjects to bs decided, Thia would be followed tha remaining
stages of the Child Benefit Bill (Mr. Fowler, Mr, Clazke).

On Wednesday, 9th July, Mr, Greville Janmner would seek leave
to introduce his Parliamentary Electfons Act 1965 (Amendment) Bill
under the 10 Minute Rule, and this would be followed a Supply
Day o the al Numﬂ'lr. Youngey, Mr, Wall), on which there would
be & 2 line P 8 would be followed by Motlons on the Welghts
and Measuras Act 1963 (Dried Vegetables) Order, (Flow and Flowr
Products } Order end (Coveal Breskfast Foods and Oat Products) Order

+ Oppenheim}.
On Tiurgday, 10th July, theve would be a Supply Debate on a
Motion to take mote of the Third Report from the 1ture

Committae Sesgion 1973-74 on Postgraduste Education and the Third
Report of 1974 on Education Maintenance Allowances, together with
any Sggcial Reports (Mr. 5t. John-Stevas). This would be followed
by a Debete on & Motion to take note of the Seventh Report from the
Expenditure Committes, Seasion 1974, on Police Recrultment apd
Wau:afc, and the Balated Spacial Raport (Mr. Gilmour). This would
ba followed by a Motion on AlfredHerbert Ltd (Mr. Heseltine).

It was understocd that the order for business on UWednesdey
and Thursday might be revarsed.

fuse On Friday,
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On Priday, 1Ith July, there would be Private Membars? Bills!?
the Lords? Aondments to Mr. Hamling's International Road Heutage
Permits Bill, and on any other Bills recelved from the Lorda; and
the Second Reading of Mr. Ashley's Battered Wives (Rights to
Possession of Matrimonial Home) BLll, and the Second %eading aof
other Private Mambers Bills,

" Monday, 14th July, would be & Supply Day with subjects to be
decided. -

House of Commons Papazs

Mr, Payton reported that ever singe the strike lsst summer
had interrupted supplies of Parlismentary papors, M, Atkins amd he
had beet pressing Government to take precavtions spgainst a
repetition which would render Parliament virtually urworkable. The
Govarnment were mow setting up printing mechinery within the Pelace
and while their Laft wing were criticising this, he had assurad
Mr. Short that we would support it, This approach was agreed.

Timgtable Motions on two Bille on Monday

Mr. Atkins ﬁl.nted out that, while the Conservatives had

guillur.ined two Bille in one Motion in 1952, they had allowed a whole
a.{ for the debate then, whereas the Govermment were proposing to

ow only three hours Ssbata on Monday. Mr. Jenkin was content
with existing progress on the Petroleun and Submarine Piggéines

Ditl., 4As 2 result of earlier delays the Covermment had tima

to consider representations from oll industry and were bringing
forward a ramber of sensible amendments.

Mr, hos veported he had mede en ement In writing on a
timetable the %Iaymt Protection BIll with the Minister of
State, Mr. Booth, which would have got the Bill cut of Committee

220d July, It now appeared that iy, Booth had miscalculated his
timing and wanted to ¢ the agreement, to get the BIL)L out & week
parlier, M, Booth had offered a few finor concossions on Oppogiticrn
aunendments in retizn for agreement on changing the timetable, but
these were inad L The G ative membars of the ttee
had enabled the Govermment to keep a quoxum and the only cceasion
on which filibugtaring had been alleged was one for which Government
supportars were clearly responsible. Wr. Costain, the Cheirmsn of
the Standing Committea, ked sald that of all Bills he had
exparienced in Committee, this least merited a guillotine in view
of the progress made, . :

It wes felt that if we let the Govermment have thelr way they
would make a habit of such tactics, The most effective sanction
we had wvas to table & Motion of Censure on the Lleader of the Howse,
&nd this, requiring a full dayls debate, would make it difffeult for
the Govermment to complate thelir numeycus Bills by the time thae
House rose, Ve could eleo refuse co-operation over a timatable for
the ty Laaxd BLll, Some fears were expressed that the Yublic
might resant such political manceuvring at a time of national
crisis, but inm\rﬂg a Motion of Cemsurc we could emphasise that:

(a) the Employment Protection Bill was inflatiopary and
imposed severe buvdens on industry;

(L) the Government were gravely abusing Parlisment by bringing
foxrward numerous Bills late in the SZnion za?nd detaining ?grge TN,
numbers of members on Comnittees upsteirs, denying them the

o unity to taks part in Lmportant debates on the floor of the
l-gma 5

{c) this huge gm of Gover:ment legislation was almost
entively Lrrelevant to the countxy's problems and, ia ansy casas,

feo. extrepmely
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extremely damaging,

It was agreed that Mr. Atkins would indicate, Thxo the
usval chermels, that the Shadow Cabinat was likely to table a
Motion of Censure on tha Laader of the House if Government

rsisted with their intention to guillotine the Employment
tection Bill. Faced with this threast, it was felt likely that
the Govermment would give way.

Lord Carrington reported that the Laader of the House of Lords
wanted vs to aseist in obtaining o speedy sage for the Industry
Bill there, as it was needed to assist var ailing fimms. It
wes agreed that we should try in rvetuwm to exact concesslons on
our amendments.,

My, Buchanan-Smith re ed that the Government was trylog to
aitee ¢ timeteble for the ttish and Welsh Developmant Agency
BI1ls which they wanted out of Cowmittee by the end of the month.
This would mean that t would ba given only three weeks as againgt
the eight weeks they would normally be given. This wes further
gviil:me of the disgraceful way the Goweynment was treating

'ar] {ament .

Sublects foy Supply Pay

There was a discussion and various subjects were suggested.

It was agreed that it wes not the right time to debate two of

thege; urban problams and the railways. On tha former, it was
doubtful whether our ap was £ully prepared, and, on the latter,
we should walt for the romant to develop thelr views on cash
ceilings for naticnalised industries, It was ad to debate the

roblems of the voluntary or; ations, (this debate could posaibly
Eg:xtmdad to cover the whole Supg:{ Day), but it was also agreod
that it would be usaful to devete £ a day to debating tha
question of arms sales, on which Mr, Warren would open. '

State e £ Py a8

Lerd Thorneycroft mfcn—ln% to his reply to lord Houghton,
which had been & a Commiftes consisting of Mr., Whitelaw,
Mr. Maude, Lovd Chelmar, and Sir Alastair Graesser (LCG/75/80)
said that the draft suggestad various questions which tha ttee
should sesk to answer, The tactical approach on which it had been
based was that we should let the Labour Party make the yunning in
asking for public supports alveady it was knowm thet they ware
press! the Committee to meka progress, Lord Hailsham suggested
that the lattar should also ask the Committae to ettempt Lo enswer
the guestion of how it was possible te avoid faveuring the oldew,
established parties at the expense of new parties, if money was to
ba paid on the basis of past performance.

The draft was agreed, with this insertion, mid it was also
agreed that the taxt ghould be icated to the Press.

Irade Folicy - Import Controls - Paper by Mr. Higging (LCC/75/78)
There was a short discussion after which the Pepur was agreed.

Oivil Aviation Beviaw = Paser by Wr, Higpins {LCG/75/79)

Mr, Higgins, intreducing his paper, said they did not know what
meaguraa My, Shore would pOBa . » Buchanan-Smith said that if
British Caledonian (B-Gal.g wetds o collapse it would ba very
demoralising indeed for Scotland. Thoe presence of B-Cal en Scottish
air voutes meant an improved standard of service to travellars,
B~Cal did not, at présent, neded womey and was not overmanned, but

/ess the Conservatives
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the Consexrvatives had designaced its routes and it would leok to
us for support. We should bBe cautious on what we said, es he
would wish us to give help if it became nesessary. Mr, Younger
did not wish us to oppose the Govermment taking a 25 per cent
stake; without it, faced by the hostility of the Government and
Britigh Adrweys, he feared for the future of B-Cal. There was a
discussion, It was noted that the Trade and Aviation Comnittees
were vigorously opposed to the 25 per cent stake as this would
keep the issue in the pelitical arana., On the cne hand there was
the precedent of our opposition to the Government line over
British Leyland, but on the other, B-Cal was efficlent and was
compating with & very heavily subsidised natiomalised airline,
It was suggested that we should support the independent existence
of BeCel, that 1f the Govermnment took a 25 per cent atake we
should sall it off on return to power, and that some h,el.t night
then be given to B-Cal by & mewe openm policy om airlinme licensing
and designation of routes.

Mr, Higgine' suggested approach was agreed for the present
but it was also agreed we should not close our options on aid for
B-Cal if its existence were threatened.

The meeting closed at 6.25 p.m.
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