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Minutas of the 7iat teet held at 5.00 p.m. on
Wednesday 16th July 1975, In the Leader's Room at
the Houss of Commohs,

Prasent: Mra, Thatchar {In the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Jomseph,
Lord Hailsham, Mr. Maudling,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr, Gilmour,
Lord Carrington, Mr. Prior,
M. Jenkin, Mr. Peyton,
Me, St, JohneStevas, HE, Heseltina,
b: Saieom M Bochenan_saten,
] 8y - Ve a foum
Mr. Fowler, wes. Oppenhaim, M. E:;Img,
{3

Mrs Atking

Mr, Shelton, Mr. Ryder, Mr, Fatten,
Mr, Ridley, Mr. Nicholsen (in attendance)

Apologles: Lord Thornayeroft

Miputes of the S8th Meeting
It was aAgreed, on Mr. St. Jolm~Stevas's suggestion, that the
rentheais in tha panultimate line of the first para; lg: of {tem
thould be amanded to read "but it was strongly urg-grt t this
would be inadvisable,'t

B sad ineos of the wea

Mra. Thatcher ocutlined the proposed business of the wask,
21st - 28th July,

On Monday 216t July there would be the first day of the debate
to approve the White Paper '"The Attack om Inflatfon't (Cmnd 5151)
(Mrs. Thatcher, Mrs, Oppenheim),

On Tuesday 22nd July Mr, Ovenden would seak leave to introduce
his Rag: Act 1574 (Amendment) B11l under the 10 Minute Rule, This

it
Paper (Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior), then by the Second Reading
of the Rounmeration, Cherges and Grants Bill, and then by thae
ibll:tion &gn Members Fay end Salaries (Mr, Payton) on which thera would
a e vote. .

Cn Wadnasday 23rd July My, cu-mL;ghm would seek leava to
intreduce his Temporary Abolitfon of Ministerial Sslaries B{1l
unday the 10 Minute and this would be followed by proceadings
on the Remunoration, Charges and Grante Bill.

n ‘mm-ndafy 24th July there would be the firsc d-giof the
Beport Stage of the Petroleum and Submarine Pipalinas Bill
{Mc. Jankin, Mr, Gray).

Onth'!.da 25th July there wuu.‘lg be consideration of the EEC
L] e

Dociments of Agriculture Pol (R/635/75) and on Fisheries
Policy (R/2713/73 and R/2193/74),

evsnsfOn Monday 28eh
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On Monday 28th July there would be the firsc day of the Report
Stage of the gmm!.ty {.anrl Bill (M. Raisen, M, Rossi)e

Matters arising om business

There wes 4 diascussion on the Remmeration, Charges and
Geenta Bill. It was emphasised that this Bill threatened a

significant move away Erom the rule of law towards the administrative

state, and ran contrary to known principles of tha constitution,

in that it permitted employera to break their contracts by reference
not to en Act of Parlisment or Schedule attached thereto, but simply
to & Government White Paper, Reference was made to the lesislation
of labour in 1966 and the Conservatives in 1972, both of <ch
accordedwltt the accepted view of the constitution. It was agraeed
that we should move a ¥ d dment on the 5 d Reading,
pointing cut the unconstitutional nature of the Bill and the Iact
that it provided #Pmillion more for increased rent subsidies and
we should then abstain on the main vote on the Second Reading.

There was & discussion on the Govermnment's attempt to hurry
the Bill through, It was agreed thet we should protest against
having the Secomd Reading late on Tuesday night, and wa s d
sack to have thae Billts ttea Stage on Thwrsday rather than
Wadnasday,

Tt wag sgrecd that Me, Nott and Mr. Howell would speak on the
Second Read! of the Remmeration, Charges and Grants Bill, and

that a team (including one or two la 8) would s as appropriate
durmfnthe Comnittee Stage, during w:{:rh there wauggallga a rmgrntng
two line Whip.

It was lugg:stad that we should require at least two amd a
half days to debate the Report Stasgunf the Commmity Land Bill,
but it was apreed to examine precedents for Report Stagea.

Member. ¥ Pay and Allowances

There was g discussion on the Government's statement on

s! pay and all and the proposed Motions for Tuesday.
The reactions to Lir, Short's statement showed that opinion in all
sections of the House was dissatisfled with the Governmant's
approach. It was reported that many of our Members were atill
opposed to increases in Members! pay beyond the £6 limit, but that
an increas number had realised t certain colleagues faced
£inancial difficultiaes on eu:iatingumlariea. It was agraaed that
the best approach was to abstain but that if any members of the
Shadow Cabinet felt strongly about voting ~ for or against -
having seen the Motions, they should inform Mr, Atkins.

Mamh

Voting at the end of the Debate on the White Papar

There were reports from meetings of the Finance Committes and
the Advisory Committee on Policy. Mr. Atkins reported on opinion

M.P.5 at large. The vast majority thought abstention was
the beat course, while a few might wish to vote ngg&gsl:, but might
be persuaded to abstain if no one¢ voted with the roment or £
the mumber Going oo was negligible, It was agread that membars of
the Shadow Gabinaet would he:l.tgache Whips parsuade various colleagues
to abetain. It was agreed t owr reasoned Amendm'mt would show
that we supported the Govermnment's action on inflation, but that
we wers opposed to the Govermmantts failurc to drop their national-
isation plans and cut public expenditwre, It was apreed that tha
drafting of the Ampeydmant sl ba left to Mra., Thatcher, Sir
Geoffre{mlim 8ir Reith Joseph, Mr. Prior, Mr. Gilwouxr, Mrs.
Op N m! Mr. Rafison, It wac also arreed that the argumente
in tha ressoned Amendment would be made widaly lnowm to the Lobby.

Tha Maeting colsed at $.15 p.d.
tongervative Research Department,
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