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In the catalogue of missed opportunities and errors

perpetrated by this Government and its Foreign Eecﬁﬁfary in relatiocn

to Rhodesia, none seems to me to be more incredible than their failuvre
to recognise the real responsibility of Britain in relation to the future
of that countxry. No doubt. all sorts of other countries can uzsefully
express their cpinions about how matters should be conducted, but
Britain alone in fact holds the final key to the future, It Is Britain's
rasponsibility at an armlMd ue as to whether

any replacement regime in Rhodesia is one which it can regard as legitimate
and recognisable. This is én immensely important role, since upon it
hangs a wide wvariety of aspirations of any future regime in Rheodesia,
Membership of ‘the United Nations or of the Commonwealth could not be
accorded to a government of Rhodesia which did not pass the test of
acceptability to Britain. It is only by the repeal of the Rhodesia

Act by Parllament that the formal stats of lagitimacy can be removed.
Ho other country has that capacity but Britain alone. The apparent

ndl Fferenoe 1l issue has meant that Dr. Owen consistently

falls to demonstrate to all parties to the problem, how essential it is
that if their ambitions are to be realised then it can only be with
British consent and support. In this very context, I made it abundantly
clear iu Joshua Nkomd that no Conservative Government I could wvisualise
wﬂuld@ be prepared to give the ipprimatur of legitimacy to him if
he had won his way to power in Salisbury through the pursuit of an evil

and bBrutal warx. In the szme context, I made it clear to the signatories
of the internal settlement that unless they carried through their intentions
to remove the residue of racial discrimination In Fhodesla and to achiewe

a clear public support for a new constitution, then Britain weould
inevitably be unable to accept that the test of legitimacy had been passed.

This <ritical issge Louches very closely that of sanctions. The

institution of sanctions was certainly not part of the doing of this

Conservative Party, and seems to me entirely at variance with its whole
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philoscphy and outlock. It seems to me at variance too with any kind
of efficacy. The case where international sanctions against a country
are shown in fact to have achieved the results initially identified

has yet to appear. The policy of =sanctions has proved itself again E:.’
and agaln to be inept, and I do not doubt that if g is now ance agaln f-’a"‘__’-'-":‘
—————,
= ?
considered in ancther context, it will prove itself as uvseless. _‘:,'S

However, Britain having been the spensoring country for the,
institution of international sancticns against Rhodesia, even against
the views of this Conservative Party, Britain iz inevitably involved
in their removal. = The issue of leqitimacy is critfcat to our ebility
to effect the removal of sanctfons against Rhodesia on a universal basis.
Of course other countries can make decisions about their compliaﬁce with
the W resclution. We all have in mind the many breaches of those
sanctions that have taken place, scme formalised as in the case of the'
Byrd Amendment in the USA, some not so formalised in the covert trading
activities wndertaken by many countries with Rhodesia over the years
since 1965. What I am saylng to you is that our pesition is different.
Upon us hangs the whole issue of the waintenance of sancticns against
Haodesia worldwide. " It is at one and the same time, & vast responsibllity
‘andn very important lever. In talking to all those concerned with. the
resolution of this pranlem, it needs to be made clear that only by an
act of the British Parlament can the worldwide strictures on Rhodesia’s
ability to trade with the world at large be removed, It is a lever which
at this stage, we would be unwise to abandon even if we could, I am
saying to you that it is of course open toc us as ‘a Party to move for the
removal of sanctions against Rhodesia or to refuse to vote for thelr
renewal. whatever we dacide to de In that context we must not

the very

tial right to recognise or not to recognise whatever
regime does appear in Rhodesia in the future.



