LCC (76) 134th wtge SECRET
COPY MOaveenss

ER'S CONSULTATIVE GORMITIEE

Minutes of the L34th Meeting Leld at 5,00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 20t Oetober l?TE, in tue Lesder's Rocm
at the douse¢ of Comuons,

Presentt Mrs. Thatchet {In tae Gaiz)

tir. Wiitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Llord Garringten, Lord Hailsiam,

. y 5ir Geoffrey Yowe,

¥it. Py, bir. Gilwour, Mr, Jenkin,
Mz, Peyton, bir, St. Joun Stevas,

My, Heseltine, ht. Baisom, e, Haude,
W Sl b, Mr o

bir, Neave, MIs. i iy

me, Siffen, Lexd meyeroft,

pir. Athdna.

In attendence! ki, ilggine, lix. dutler,
Mr, Stanley, kWr. Pattem,
kir. Mdley, iir. Hicuoisem,

Apologlest ue, Priory fb- Tusdiig

t. Proposec Susiness for tue weei 1Bti-25th Getober
On ronday, 25th October, rhere would be tie Second Reading
of the Retirement of Teacuers (Scotland) 3ill (hir. £, Taylor).
Tals would be followed by tie Second Reading of tne Valuation anc
Rating (Dxeupted Glunasg {3cotland} 3411 ﬁr. E, Taylor).
Proceecings on tue 3exuel Gffencas (Scotlang) 3111 and hotlons
Telating €o Safety of Sperte Crounts (rders {oppoaition Preyer).

Cn Tuesiay, 25t October, Mr, Gow woulg ssel leave to introduce
iiis Hational an?'\t Cetporation (Denstionalisstion} Dill under Cue
10 pinute Bule. Inis would be followed tie Rewaining Stages of
the Insolvency SL11 (r, Higeins and liv. Percival) anc iotlons on
the lortiern Lreland Grders relating to Sousing and Firesras
(fusendoent) (rir. Neave and Mr. Digns Lavison)s

& rednesday, 27ti Octobex, iir, Hal iiller would seelr laave
to introcuce nls Sducation Act 1746 (lwendaent) Bill under tae
10 ninute Rule. Tuls would be foliowed by Lerds Anendments to
tae Cace Relations DAll Giv. Waitelaw and Wr. Alicon).

Gn Toursday, 20th Gotober, there would be tne Remalning

Stages of tug lnau.s:ry {iurendinent) Dill (ur, Gryils). Tols would

e Followed by Lords -mencments to tue lew Towna {(Aasmdaent) 2111
&-ir. Talson) ang Lowéa apendsents to the local Governaeat
«igeellanecus Provisions) si1l (Mr, Speed}.

On Fricay, 27tu OcCober, tuere would be Cue Sacond Resding
of tiw Land Drainage 3111 (Lords) (Conjalication Heasure). Tols
would be followed by the nzaaining Stages of tue International
Carriage of Perishabie Foodatufis Dill and tie Remaining Sctages
of Lo Hational Healti: Service (Vocationdl Training) il
?‘m. Vaughan) anc tie Remaining Stapes of toe Zndengered Species

Luport &nd Export) 31l {lir. inaoury}.

Gn Honday, lst Novewoer, there would be tie Rewafning Stages
of the Lavelopient of Rural jieles SLLL {liv, Gowawrce and
b\‘ﬁ' ‘I. Roperts) wuicii would be followed oy a cebate an Yelsh
Afaira.
weessd 2. biztters
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Matters Arising on Susiness

There was a discussion of certain soints. It was noted tnat
the Government nad aecepted a mumbar of tie lorda amendinents &0
the Bace Relaticns Bill, end tiaf we would a vt almest all the
remaining acendments wihen they case up for debate in the
Commons on Z7ta Oekuber.

lords Business

Lord Carringten reported on tae Y:esznt situation, and it waz
noted that Chere had been little development since the discusaion
tie previcus week. There was a dlscusslon on what Lord Carrington
might consider saying to the 1922 Committee¢ the following N

it was :gg:m that nothing eAOMIE™Pk adtd tiwere that migat
prejusice the of whatever action the Lovds aigiht t on
the various controversisl Billa before them.

Eoptheomling Bvents
It & that in view of the nead for maximun Conservative
voting 8 ) the House of Commms o the dabates

o
Lo o RO bills it would be preferable
if tne Cambriage by-election did mot rake place until 2nd Lecember,

Allegations ifgeinsc iPg

Thare was & clscuseion arising from the Prime Hinisterls
statement in the House on tiis .mtfer on Tuescay, 19th Ootober, and
certain question a ryalsed by wPs, upon wirlca the Speakar w&s
axpected to rule, It wes agreec Liat we would support & rapld
engu:[.zy into tiie allegations wade =o that Parliasment!s recputation
did not guffer.

Governoent Advisers

Sir Reiti Joseph raised the ticn of wiwt vse we would uvisu
Eo wike in Govermuent of gll:t advisers, It was agreec tast a
swall compittes, perhape including certain MPa pravigusly

sarved in tils position, should be sek W to discuss the sactcer
with meabers of tiwe Shu’i.w Cabinet, aos should report in due course
to the Loader.

(

The nesting closed at .12 peme
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24 Old Queen Street, S.W.1.

MEMORANDUM
CONFIDERTIAL To.... MER.. Thatehsar...
From.........Rabhia. .Gilbert. ... e 1980 Qotober, . 1976..
PAY CLAIMS

Ag the 1976/77 pay round geis under way & number of claims
will come under elose serutiny by the Press. They will be looking
¢arefully to see whether any look like breaking the present.pay
limita. Undouotedly, Shadow spokesmen will be aeked to comment

4 -on specific claims, since there will be press epeculation about
whether we will support potential breaches in the ssme way that
labour supported the miners during Stage 111.

The line was clearly established at the time of the Seamen's
diepute in 8 statement by Mrs, Thatcher that "if they were to
g0 on atrike againet the Government's pay peliey ... they would
receive no aid or comfort whataver from the Conmervative Party.
The pay policy was approved by Parliament and we cannot help
a strike to break that policy in aany way".

There is & risk, however, that this line way appear to have
been broken if Shadow gpokesmen are encouraged to make comments
which appear to pre-judge whether particular claims are within
the new limits or to suggest that othera ahculd be settled beyond
the limite, Press reports over the weekend may have given the
impression that we were seying that on the one hand the Pelice
should be made a Special case and on the gther the Minere claim
could not be reconciled with the preaent limits.

It might be helpful fo clearly re-establish the original

line and to have comments on all future pay claima handled by
one Shadow Office in the firs% instance to ensure conmsistency.
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