
SECRET 


Ref. A0487 

P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

Statement on Nor thern Ireland 

Fo l lowing my talk with you after E this morning I got i n touch with 

M r . Stowe, and an ent i re ly new, and much shorter , draft has been prepared and 

agreed between M r . Stowe and me. A copy of this is attached. M r  . Stowe has 

now shown i t to his Secre ta ry of State who i s wel l content with i t . 

There	 are two addit ional points which you w i l l w i s h to note: 

(a)	 The only reference to secur i ty i n the draft statement i s now that in 

paragraph 13: but this i s on the understanding that the Secre tary of 

State w i l l give a substantive reply on the secur i ty aspects in reply to a 

number of Questions which he w i l l be answering before he makes his 

statement. 

(b)	 The Secre ta ry of State i s bound to get some diff icult supplementaries 

fol lowing his statement: and the Nor the rn Ireland Office w i l l be sending 

you a draft of the proposed rep l ies d i r ec t . 

J O H N	 HUI^T 

23rd October, 1979 
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D R A F T S T A T E M E N T B Y T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R N O R T H E R N 
I R E L A N D - 15. 30 H O U R S O N 25 O C T O B E R 1979 

1. M r . Speaker, I w i l l , with p e r m i s s i o n , make a Statement about the 

Government of Nor thern I re land. 

2. The Government dec lared i n The Queen's Speech that we propose 

"to seek an acceptable way of r es to r ing to the people of Nor thern I re land 

more control over their own a f f a i r s " . 

3. Since taking office i n M a y , I have, for this purpose, had wide- ranging 

d iscuss ions i n the P r o v i n c e , and a ser ies of pr iva te meet ings with each of the 

leaders of the Nor thern Ire land p o l i t i c a l par t ies represented i n this House. 

4. M y d iscuss ions and meetings have conf i rmed the Government ' s v iew 

that i t i s r ight to t ransfer back to the people of Nor thern I re land respons ib i l i ty , 

to be exe rc i sed by l o c a l l y elected representat ives , for some at leas t of the 

powers of government present ly exerc i sed by D i r e c t Rule f rom Wes tmins te r . 

5. The p o l i t i c a l par t ies i n Nor the rn I re land themselves , i n their 

manifestos, asked for this , and there i s widespread support for i t i n the 

P r o v i n c e . 

6. The re i s , moreover , awareness that such a res tora t ion of p o l i t i c a l 

r e spons ib i l i ty can only be brought about i n Nor thern I re land by a l l parts of the 

community recognis ing and respect ing the in teres ts of o thers . 

7. It w i l l i n due course be for this House to decide, on proposals put to i t 

by Her Majes ty ' s Government, what k ind of powers and respons ib i l i t i e s are 

to be t r ans fe r r ed to elected representat ives of the people of Nor thern I re land 

and through what k ind of inst i tut ions they are to be exe rc i sed . 

8. The Government wishes, however, to put fo rward proposals which, 

so far as poss ib le , have the agreement of the people of Nor the rn I re land . 
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9. We intend therefore to convene a Conference of the p r i n c i p a l p o l i t i c a l 

par t ies i n Nor the rn I re land to seek the highest l e v e l of agreement that we can 

on proposals for a t ransfer of r e spons ib i l i ty which the Government might put 

before this House i n due course . 

10. We are, for this purpose, p repar ing a Consul tat ive Document, which 

w i l l be l a i d before Pa r l i amen t , to serve as the basis of the Conference. 

11. The Document w i l l set out a range of powers and respons ib i l i t i e s which 

the Government for i t s par t would be p repared to see t rans fe r red f rom the 

Westmins te r Government . 

12. The Document w i l l set out as options for considerat ion by the 

Conference a number of ways i n which the t r ans fe r red powers might be 

exerc i sed ; i n each case with what H e r Majes ty ' s Government would regard 

as reasonable and appropriate safeguards for the m i n o r i t y . 

13. Respons ib i l i t y for l aw and order i n the P r o v i n c e - which, as I indicated 

i n m y statement e a r l i e r today - remains the Government ' s ove r r id ing p r i o r i t y 

i n Nor the rn Ireland, would not be t r ans fe r red . 

14. I sha l l shor t ly be approaching the party leaders concerned to d iscuss 

with them the arrangements for a Conference to be convened as soon as 

poss ib le and, I would hope, by the end of November . 

15. Our a i m w i l l be to secure f rom the Conference, drawing on the 

proposals i n the Consultat ive Document, workable and acceptable arrangements 

for giving the people of Nor thern I re land greater r e spons ib i l i t y for the conduct 

of their own affairs which we can then recommend to this House i n fulfi lment 

of our commitment i n The Queen's Speech. 


