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LEADER'S CONSYLTATIVE COMWMITTEE
Minutes of the 225th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Wedneadsy, 29th November 1978, in the
Leader's Room at the House of Commons.

Present: . Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Carringben, 3ir Geoffrey Howe (for
stems 5 and &), d#r. Pricr,

§ipr Tan Gllmour, Mr. Pym, Mr. Peyton,
Mr. Jenkin, Mr. Heave, Wr. Heseltine,
Mr. St. John 3tevas, Mr. Maude,

¥r. Mott, Mr. King, Mr. Tayler,

Mr. Carlisle, Mr. Biffen.

Mr. Atkins.

In attendance: Mr. Fowler, Hr. Percival,
Lord Denham, Mr. Butler,
Hr. Stanley, ¥Mr. Patten,
Mr. Wolfson, e, Nicholson,
Miss Bulloch.

Apologies: Lord Hailsham, Lord Thorneyeroft,
¥r. Edwards, Mrs. Oppenheim.

Proposed Business for the Week 4th-1llth December

On Menday, 4th December, there would be a Supply Day.
This would be followed by a debate oh & Motion to take note of
the 1st-10th Reports from the Committee ot Public Accounts in
Session 1977-78, and the related Treasury Minute and Nerthern
Irsland Memorandum (Mr, Lawson), and by Hoticns on the
Eurcpean Assembly Gonstltuencies Orders for England and Wales
and for Seotland {Mr. Howell, “r. Younger).

On Tuesday, 5th December, thers would be the Second
Reading of the Education Bill (¥r. Carlisls, Dr. Boyson). There
would be a Motion on the Social Security (Contributions
Re-rating) Order and Oppesitlon Prayer on the Social Security

Contributions){Contimiation) Order.

On Wednesday, Gth December, there would be the Remalining
Stages of the Public Lending Right Bili {Mr. St. John Stevas).
This would be followed by a Motion on the MNorthern Ireland
{Various Emergency Provisions) (Continuation){Na.2} Order
(Mr. Neave.

On Thursday, 7th December, there would be a Supply day with
the subjeet to be decided. This would be followed by votes on
Account and Winter Supplementaries.

On Friday, 8th December, thers would be the Private llembers
Metlions of Mrs, Chalker, Mr. Rifkind and Mr. Sandeleon.

On Monday, 1lth December, there would pe the Private Members
Motions of Mr. Peter Viggers, r, Austin Mitechell and Mr. Bryan
pavies. These would be followed by a.Motion un the Appropriation
{No.4)(Northern Ireland) Order (Mr. Neavel.



Matters Arising on Business

There was & discussion and it _was apreed that we should not
vote on the Second Reading of the Education Bill but should make
speeches critical of certaln aspects of the Bill, in particular
Clause 6 on admission limits, and we would sesk to amend the Bill
in Committee.

It was noted that the Debate on Wallasey Peripheral Areas
on 8th December was llkely to be short and that most of the day
would be teken up by Hr, Rifkind's Motion on policy towards
economic sanctions apainst South Africa. 1t was_agreed that
My, Luce would speak Ln that debate.

It was slso noted that Wr. Peter Vigzers's Private Member's
fotion on 1lth December would be critical of the Covernment's
nandling of North Sea o1l.

Sublect for the Supply Dav

It was agreed that we should debate pay sanctlens and
blacklisting on the Supply Day on 7th December. Mr. Prior would
open and $ir Geoffrey Howe would clese. There was a discussion
about the form of the debate and the following points were agreed:

(i) In the absence of an agresment that the Goverament
would not seek to amend the Oppesition's Supply Motion, the vote
at the end would be on the adiournment. There would be & 3 line
whip.

{11} Our speeches in the debate should be designed to
unite the Party in opposition to sanctions which were unjust and
arbitrary, and would penalise a profit-making and job-producing
company which was also a successful exporter.

(111) We should investigate the legality of the action the
Goevernment were proposing, in particular whether {t would be in
breach of existing contracts with Ford.

(iv} We should argus that the Government's actloen against
Ford was intended to scare smaller companies on whieh sanctions
could have serious effects.

{v¥) The Government misght be asked whether it was
prupesing to buy its cars from Japan in the event of all motor
companies in Britain settling outside the pay limit.

(vi) We chould investigais the case of the electrical
contractors' pay settlement which was badly mishandled by the
Department of Employment.

Forthcoming Speeches
There was a discussion and the Tellowing was agreed:

{i) Sir Ian Gilmour would point cut in. a week~end speech
the divisions in the Government and the Labour Party, and relate
these to their split over Ford sanctlons,

(11) It was noted that Mr, rlaude was making = speech or
a statement on the same lines 30 as to obtain maximum impact in
the press.

(111} Mr. Heseltine, who was alsv speaking, would attack the
Government for the increased mortgzage rate and would also refer to
the Conservative Party's contribution to bringing about the
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proposed sale of Harrier Jets to China. He would point out the
importance of this ordsr to the aircraft industry in general and
to certain marginal seats in particular.

Other Business

{a) Financing of the BRC. Nr. Whitelaw reported on the
positlion relating to the proposed increase in television licence
fees and the reactlon of the BBC. There was a discussion and
the following polnts were apreed:

(1} We should not emphesise our views on the subject at
present.

{il)} We shoulad discuas the whole question in the near
future and ¥r. Whitelaw was invited to produce & paper.

{5} Prayer on_the Sooial Security (Won-Contributory Invalidigy
Pension) Amendment Regulations. Mr. Jankin reported that the
Government were preposing te refer this issue to the National
Insurance Adviscry Committes and had promised net to take beneflt
away Trom any housewife pending the Committea's declsien. 1t was
agreed that we would wish to debate and vete on this issue when
the Advigory Committee reported and should attack the Governmant
in the meantime for having aveided the debate originally planned
for .7th Hovember.

(e} 5.0.9 on the "Times" CGlosure. It was reported that the
Speaker had granted an 5,0,9 debate on the closure of Times
Newspapers Ltd, 1t was agreed thty Mr. Prior would speak in this
debate .

{a) Liberal Supply Days. Mr. Atkins reported that we had
pecelved & letter from the Liberal Party reguesting time for
debates initiated by their Party in Supply time. t was noted
that we had denied the Liberals such time in the previous

session because we regarded them as one of Lhe Govermment parties.
1t _was agreed that we should now return to the former practice
and would give the Liberals an opportunity for tabling a debate
in Supply time before the end of the Session.

{e) Lord Carrington reported on his conversation with Mr. Cromyko
in Mescow.

Future business

It was asreed that we should dlscuss Mr, Edwards's report on
the referendum and the paper on the reform of the House of Lords
at a later dete.

The meeting closed at 6.10 p.m.
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