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I n v i t a t i o n t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t o v i s i t Moscow 


I r e p o r t e d f r o m Tokyo (Tokyo t e l e g r a m No. 237) on t h e 

P rime M i n i s t e r ' s ' d i s c u s s i o n o v e r s u p p e r w i t h Mr. K o s y g i n i n 

Moscow, on t h e e v e n i n g o f 26 June. The s h o r t s e c t i o n o f t h e 

r e p o r t on A n g l o - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s r e c o r d s t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s 

c o n f i r m a t i o n t o Mr. K o s y g i n o f t h e B r i t i s h Government's s t a n d i n g 

i n v i t a t i o n t o him t o come t o London. 


You w i l l have seen r e p o r t s i n t h e D a i l y T e l e g r a p h and o t h e r 

p a p e r s today t h a t Mr. K o s y g i n i s r e p o r t e d t o have i n v i t e d t h e 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r t o v i s i t Moscow. I d i d not m y s e l f h e a r Mr. K o s y g i n 

e x t e n d an i n v i t a t i o n d u r i n g t h e s u p p e r c o n v e r s a t i o n b u t t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r has c o n f i r m e d t h a t Mr. K o s y g i n e x p r e s s e d t h e hope, 

i n f o r m a l l y , and en p a s s a n t , t h a t she w o u l d " r e t u r n t o Moscow 

f o r a l o n g e r s t a y i n t h e f u t u r e " . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r r e p l i e d 

t h a t she w o u l d be v e r y g l a d t o do s o . 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s not p l e a s e d w i t h t h e p u b l i c i t y w h i c h 

Mr. K o s y g i n ' s i n v i t a t i o n t o h e r has now been g i v e n . I have t o l d 

h e r t h a t t h e FCO w o u l d not have been aware o f i t  , s i n c e t h e r e was 

no r e f e r e n c e t o t h e i n v i t a t i o n i n my r e p o r t i n g t e l e g r a m . I have 

s u g g e s t e d t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a t t h e s t o r y i s most l i k e l y 

t o have emanated from t h e S o v i e t Embassy h e r e , who have been known 

to use t h e D a i l y T e l e g r a p h f o r such p u r p o s e s i n t h e p a s t . The 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s d i s p o s e d t o a c c e p t t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n b u t I s h o u l d 

n e v e r t h e l e s s be g r a t e f u l i  f you w o u l d c o n f i r m t h a t t h e s t o r y d i d 

not o r i g i n a t e w i t h any FCO o r B r i t i s h Embassy s o u r c e s . 
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