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The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e has asked me to send to you and 

to the P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r i e s to the other members of OD a 

copy of the C o n s u l t a t i v e Document on the government of 

Northern I r e l a n d i n the form i n which i t has today been 

sent to the p r i n t e r s . He proposes to c i r c u l a t e copies 

to Cabinet colleagues on Thursday/Friday next and - s u b j e c t 

to f i n a l approval from No 10 - to p u b l i s h i t simultaneously 

i n London and B e l f a s t on Tuesday, 20th November when i t w i l l 

be l a i d before Parliament as a Command Paper. 


Mr Atkins explained to OD t h a t the t e x t before them was 

subjficl tr> drafting improvements and a number of these have 

been made. He wishes to draw a t t e n t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y to 

paragraphs 25-28 which b r i n g together, under a new heading 

of A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Costs and F e a s i b i l i t y , sentences bearing 

]on t h i s aspect wnTch" appeared i n v a r i o u s paragraphs i n the 

/ e a r l i e r d r a f t . Mr Atkins considered t h a t t h i s aspect, and 

e s p e c i a l l y the importance of avoiding e x c e s s i v e bureaucracy, 

should be brought out more c l e a r l y given the weight which the 

Cabinet a t t a c h e s to improving the management of government. 

There i s nothing new i n t h i s m a t e r i a l . 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r and i t s attachment to P r i v a t e S e c r e 

t a r i e s of a l l OD members, to the P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y to the 

Paymaster General and to Martin V i l e . 


M W HOPKINS 


Enc. 





