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PRIME MINISTER 


US ENERGY PROGRAMME 


M. Wahl of P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d ' s o f f i c e t e l e p h o n e d me today 

t o say t h a t the P r e s i d e n t wanted you t o know t h a t he had spoken 

t o P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r at Camp D a v i d l a s t n i g h t about t h e f o l l o w 
up t o what had been agreed on energy at t h e Tokyo Summit. 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t o l d P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d t h a t he p l a n n e d t o 

announce a new energy programme f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s on Sunday, 

15 J u l y . He p l a n n e d t o g i v e you, P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d , C h a n c e l l o r 

Schmidt and S i g n o r A n d r e o t t i advance n o t i c e , which might amount 

t o 6-12 h o u r s , o f what he was g o i n g t o say. He hoped t h a t you 


I	 and your European c o l l e a g u e s would be ready t o g i v e p u b l i c s u p p o r t 
' f o r h i s programme. 

M. Wahl went on t o say t h a t P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d thought t h a t 

i f t he European l e a d e r s were t o e x p r e s s a view on the American 

programme, they s h o u l d t r y t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e i r r e s p onse so t h a t 

each of them took a s i m i l a r l i n e . Wahl s a i d t h a t he might want 

t o get i n touch w i t h me and w i t h the o f f i c e s of C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt 

and S i g n o r A n d r e o t t i on Sunday i n o r d e r t o c o n s i d e r whether we 

s h o u l d a l l t a k e a s i m i l a r l i n e and what t h a t l i n e s h o u l d be. 


I t o l d M. Wahl t h a t I was su r e t h a t you would be g r a t e f u l t o 

P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d f o r l e t t i n g you know o f h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r , and t h a t I would w a i t t o hear f u r t h e r from him 

at the weekend o r e a r l y next week. In f a c t , u n t i l we know what 

the c o n t e n t of the American programme i s , i t i s not easy t o judge 

how much s u p p o r t we s h a l l be a b l e t o o f f e r t h e Americans o r whether 

we s h a l l be a b l e r e a d i l y t o work out a common l i n e w i t h our 

European p a r t n e r s . I have t o l d the Department of Energy, the FCO, 

and the T r e a s u r y of M. Wahl's message and warned them t h a t we may 

need urg e n t a d v i c e from them over the weekend about P r e s i d e n t 


/ C a r t e r ' s message, though I r a t h e r doubt whether we need t o r u s h <y+\<~ s*> 

«L t o form a view on the American programme and t o c o o r d i n a t e a l i n e 
'with our European p a r t n e r s . I do not t h i n k t h e r e i s much more 
t h a t we can do u n t i l t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s message a r r i v e s . 
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/ M. Wahl 
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M. Wahl a l s o s a i d t h a t P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r had t o l d P r e s i d e n t 

G i s c a r d t h a t he might want  t o propose t h a t Energy M i n i s t e r s 

s h o u l d h o l d a meetin g  i n Europe  a t t h e end  o f August  o r t h e 

b e g i n n i n g  of September. Wahl added, however, t h a t P r e s i d e n t 

C a r t e r had not made c l e a r what p r e c i s e l y the purpose  of such a 

meeting would be. 


F i n a l l y , M. Wahl s a i d t h a t P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d was v e r y p l e a s e d 

w i t h t h e way t h i n g s were moving on Madame V e i l ' s c a n d i d a t u r e f o r 

the P r e s i d e n c y  of the European Assembly. 
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