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LEADER'S_CONSULTATIVE COMMITERR
 Minutes of the 152nd Meeting held at 5,00 p.m.,

on Wednesday, 23rd Pebruary 1977, in the Leader's:
Room at the House of Commons. - . ©

Present s Mrs, Thatcher {in the Chair)

lir, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph, ™
Lotd Hailsham, S8ir Geoffrey Howe, -
Mr, Prior, Mr. Pym, 3ir Ian Gilmour,
Mr, Peyton, Mr. Jemkin, Mr. Davies, -
“i Hpe St Jobn Steyas, Mr, Heseltine, -
© U hire Maude, Mr. Neave, -ifr, Edwards,.

N o Hxe o Oppenheimi‘ Yr. Biffen, tiv. King,

Mr, Hott, Mre Taylor, Loxd: Thorneyeroft,

Mr, Atkins. o . L

in attendance: Lord Ferrers, Sir Michael Havers,
lre Stenley, Mr, Dutler, ¥r, Leuglas,
lr, Ridley, Mr, Hoosom, iir, licholsons

. . dpologiess “Lord Carringtons

Future Business for the \leelk 20th Februarv-7th Marcir

on Honday, 28th February, there would be a half-3upply Day
witi subjects Lo be declddd, This would be followed by Opposed
Private Susiness: tclro London Tramsport Dill, and by the Demaining
Stages of the Returning Officers (Scotland) Dill,

Cn Tuesday, 1st Harch, Mre G. Janner would seel leave to
introduce his Unfalt Idsmigsal (Cversess Duployment) BLl1 under the
10 ilinute Rule, This would bz fellowed by progress in Commitiec
o the Scotland and Wales: Dill .(Hr. Pym, Mr. Brittan).

O Hednesday, 2nd kiarcii, there would be a baliot for motions
on Friday, 18th Marciis Li¥. C. Freud would scelt leave to introduce
his Maps Bili wnder the 10 Minute Rule. Tuds would be followed by
the Second Reading of the Coal Industry BDi1Ll (ilr. Xing, bir. Gray),
and by Cpposed Private Business:! the GLC General Powers Bill,and by the
Remaining stages of the Intewnetlonsl Finance, Trade and fdd
Bill ({re Parlinson).

On Thuesday, 3rd -Ha'rz:h_, there would bLe a Sugply Da)} with
subjects to be decided. This would be followed by & Motlon on
ALEC Uocuments on Export Credits.

On Friday, 4th March, there would be the Second Readings of
the follewing Private Menbers® Bills: Mre Jo Ryman's Building
Societies (Reorganisation and Hatlonalisation) Bill, and those
of iir, R, Sins, ir. L. ‘nderson and tiv, B. CGeorge.

{n Monday, 7th March, tliege would be the Second Reading of
the Censclidated Fund (Ho. 2) Bill.
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Matters Arfsing on Busipess
' There was a discusslon and it was apreed that:

(1) e would seek to have a wiole Zay for the Second Reading
of the Coal Industry Bill and would try to obtain a half dey for
dega}:i:d-lg E?e Remaining . Stages of the International Finance, Trade
and Afd DilE. - - '

(11)’ There would be a oﬁ-_z-,‘l,_:‘.ne whip . for the CommitCee
Stage of the Scotland ahd WYales Bill on lst:larchs

Subjects fox the Supply bays L .
There was a discussion and it was agreed that:

_,(iz)"f-,t-':’e tould debate the Eeenoty of Wales on the half Supply
2 fth Febriary.. . .

(£1) ' e would dobate the Burdes of Personal Taxation on
the £y}l -Supply Day om 3xd March, and.vote on the adjeurnnenty

N NeaE) e mﬁld-keep in mind other suggested subjects: such
a3 the Govermment's plen to close certain feacher training .
colleges in Scotland, and the Arts.

Dewplution

iiFe. Thatcher congratulated Mr, Pyn and Mr. dtkins on the
decisive defeat the previous evening of the Government's attempt
to gufllotine the Scotland and Wales 5ill. There was & discussion
on the ensulng situvation and the Following points were apreed:

(1) OQur offer of a constitutional conventipn on devolution
remaincd onen, although the Covermment had at first refused it,
but tir, BPym would not repeat it.

€i1) With the Tuture of the Scotland and.Vales Bill in
doubt, our policy was to seek en agreement between and within
the political parties on the constitutionsl future of Scotland
and-Tiales, The time avallable should be used to identify what
the zenuine options.were,. and this ¢ould e most usefully dene b}.
a constitucional comventicn, which might alsc discuss the varlous
options with interested bodies in Scotland and Wales,

(14i) 'If the Government tried to intwoduce & pre-legisilative
referendun on the subjoct of devolution, we would oppose It on the

. grounds thet, in the absence of legislation that bed passed through

Parliament, people could hmve no definite idea of what they ware
voting one

(iv} Mr. Pym's statement proposing the comstiturional
convention, mede the prévious Saturday, 19th Febxuary, would be
circulated'to members of the Shadow Cabinet,

Other Busineds

Lr. Davies reported on the Government!s position with regard
to the future of the Falkland Isleands, and it was_agreed that we
should Eress the Foreign Secretaxy on lis IGtEntIons ani support
the wish of the Islanders to remain British, Mre. Devies also
reported on the prospects for direct elections to: the European
Parliament and it was noted that the Govermment might favour a
Pirl:yilist systen, similar to the French system, for these
elections.
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Tt was agreed that Mr, Davies would sulmit a paper on the
ConfeTence &L EIgre.de te rveview the implementation of the

Heleinkl declarations

it was_also apreed that Mx, Whitelaw would keep Lord Hailsham
inforiced abolt Eﬁg fiament publication of Covermment reports on
Home Office matters.

The meeting closed at 6.00 pame
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