
PRIME MINISTER 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


I t e l e p h o n e d Mr. P a i s l e y at 1930 t h i s e v e n i n g . I made i t 


c l e a r at t h e o u t s e t t h a t I was not p r e p a r e d t o d i s c u s s w i t h 


him t h e s u b s t a n c e o f h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Mr. A t k i n s y e s t e r d a y ^ , 


s i n c e I had not been p r e s e n t ; and t h a t i  t would be b e s t f o r 


any d i f f e r e n c e s o f view as t o what had p a s s e d on t h a t o c c a s i o n 


t o be pursued by him d i r e c t w i t h Mr. A t k i n s o r h i s o f f i c e . 


I then spoke t o Mr. P a i s l e y i n the terms which you had approved, 


making i t c l e a r t h a t I was d o i n g so on your a u t h o r i t y . Mr. P a i s l e y 


took down what I s a i d and at f i r s t seemed m o l l i f i e d . He then 


asked whether he was t o co n c l u d e from my o p e n i n g remarks t h a t 


Mr. A t k i n s was not p r e p a r e d t o s t a n d by t h e a s s u r a n c e he had 


g i v e n him y e s t e r d a y . I r e p e a t e d t h a t I thought i  t much b e t t e r 


i f Mr. P a i s l e y p u r s u e d t h i s p o i n t d i r e c t w i t h Mr. A t k i n s . 


Mr. P a i s l e y then went o f f i n t o one o f h i s u s u a l f u l m i n a t i o n s f _ 


t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t i f Mr. A t k i n s was not p r e p a r e d t o s t a n d by h i s 


word t h e r e was c l e a r l y no p o i n t i n p u r s u i n g t a l k s w i t h him. 


Mr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he t h e r e f o r e p r o p o s e d t o i n f o r m t h e P r e s s 


v e r y s h o r t l y t h a t he was b r e a k i n g o f f h i s t a l k s w i t h t h e S e c r e t a r y 


o f S t a t e . I t o l d Mr. P a i s l e y t h a t I thought i t would be v e r y 


r e g r e t t a b l e i f he were t o ta k e t h i s s t e p w i t h o u t making f u r t h e r 


c o n t a c t w i t h Mr. A t k i n s o r h i s o f f i c e . Mr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he 


d i d not propose t o t a k e any i n i t i a t i v e i n s p e a k i n g t o Mr. A t k i n s 


a g a i n but t h a t i f Mr. A t k i n s w i s h e d t o t e l e p h o n e him b e f o r e he spoke 


t o t h e P r e s s he would o f cour s e l i s t e n . I n c o n c l u s i o n , Mr. P a i s l e y 


/ s a i d 




- 2 

s a i d t h a t he would l i k e t o make h i s views known t o you d i r e c t l y . 


I s a i d t h a t I would pass t h i s r e q u e s t on t o you. 


I r e l a y e d the above t o Mr. A t k i n s ' o f f i c e . Mr. A t k i n s 


now proposes t o speak t o Mr. P a i s l e y on t h e t e l e p h o n e t h i s e v e n i n g , 


Would you be p r e p a r e d t o agree t o a b r i e f c a l l on you by 


Mr. P a i s l e y , t o b a l a n c e Mr. F i t t ' s c a l l ? Or would you r a t h e r 


l e a v e Mr. A t k i n s to cope? 
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