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NOTE OF A CONVERSATION WITH DR. IAN PAISLEY AT 1845 ON THURSDAY, 

8 NOVEMBER 1979 


Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he had r e c e i v e d t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

l a t e s t l e t t e r t o him. He was not s u r e whether she had been under 

a m i s c o n c e p t i o n , but t h e r e was no p o s s i b i l i t y of h i s a g r e e i n g t o 

meet h e r w i t h Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. F i t t . T here were no c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s under which he would e n t e r i n t o d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h Mr. F i t t 

about N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s e c u r i t y m a t t e r s . 


He s a i d t h a t Mr. A t k i n s was a n x i o u s to meet him, but he 

c o u l d not do so u n t i l t h e p o s i t i o n about h i s r e q u e s t t o s e e t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r had been c l a r i f i e d . Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he had 

no w i s h t o sabo t a g e t h e c o n f e r e n c e , and had kept h i s p a r t y ' s 

p o s i t i o n open, but he had to have a meeting w i t h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r . 


He s a i d t h a t Mr. Molyneaux was "a d i f f e r e n t k e t t l e of f i s h " 

t o Mr. F i t t , but he d i d not s e e why Mr. Molyneaux s h o u l d be 

p r e s e n t a t any meeting w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r . 


S i n c e the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e was a n x i o u s to meet him v e r y 

soon, he wanted an e a r l y c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f what t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

had i n t e n d e d t o s a y . 


He added t h a t he was about to l e a v e f o r B e l f a s t and would be 

home a t 2230. 
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