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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMTITTEE
Minutes of the 92nd Meeting held at
5.00 p.m. on Wednesday, L4th January 1976,
in the Leaden*s Room gt the House of Commons

Present: .Mre. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr, Whitelaw (items 5 & 6)

Sir Keith Jeseph, Mr, Maudling

. 8ir Geoffrgy Howe, Mr. Gilmour

Mr. Prior {(items 5 & 6) .
My, Peyton, Mr. St. John-Stevas

Mr. Heseltine, Mr. Reison,
- Mr, Meude, Mr,.Buchanan=Smith (item 6)
i Mr, Bdwerds. {(items 5 & €) -

M. Neave, Nr, Younger (items 5 & 6}
¥r, Powler, Mrs. Oppanheim

¥r. Jopiing: ]

Mpy - Afkins

.i In attendances iﬁf‘.anntgomery, Mr. Pattan-
Mr. Ridley, Mr. Violfers
Mr. Ficholson :

- hpologies: . Iord Hailshem, Lord Carrington
. ‘My Jenkin, Lord Thormeycroft

Propoped Business for the Week 19-26th January

On -Monday 19th:Jsnyery -$here would be the conclusion.of
the debate on Develution {&ir David Renton, Mr, Whitelaw),
fellowed by a Motion relating to the Jmport Duties (General)
(No, 5) Order (Mr. Jay's Prayer). .

On Tueaday 20th January there would be the Second Reading
of the Posg Qffice. (Benking Services).BL1l (Ur, King, MNr. Stanley)
with & fwo line whip at 10.00 p.m., and this would be followed
by the formal Committes Stage of the Prada Union and Labour
Relations gmendment) Bill and a Hotion on the Restrictive Trade
FPractiges (Servicea) Order (Mra. Oppecheinm))

‘on Wednesday‘elst‘-l‘a.u‘rua.fy there would be Motions on
Suggested Amgndments to the Trade Union and Labour Relations
(Amendment ) Bill (Mz. Prior, -Hr, ‘Hayhoe).

On Thursdey 22nd Janusry there would be s Supply Day,
with the subject to be decided. This would be Tellowad ty
an Opposition Prayer on- Income Tax ;(Sub~Contractors in the
Construction Industry) Regulations  (Mr. Ridley).

On Friday 23rd January there would be Private Members?
Moticns, the motions being those of Mr, Whitehead,
Mr. Wrigglesworth and Mr. Stanley.

On Mondey 26th Janusry there would be snother Supply Day,
with the subject to be decided, followed by a Motion on the
London Councillere Order. .



2. Bubjects for the Bupply Daye

Therse was & short discusesion,

It was egroed thats

i)  The Supply Day on 2let January should be devoted to
debating reports from the Public Accounts Committes.

ii) The White FPaper on Mental Health and the subject of
releases from mental hospitals should be debated in the near
futurs. .

1ii)  Mr, Payton and Mr. Atkins should produce further suggestions
for subjects for the second Supply Day, and a decision would
be reached at -the next meeting, on Wednesdey 21st Janusry.

iv) There should ba;ﬁ fu.'ture‘ discuslaion on the subject of our
approach to Supply Days, perhzmps selecting subjects according
%o £ predetermined atrategy. .

3. Other mptters evisins on Business

Wy, Fewler reported on the likely Government reaction to
Mr, Kilroy-Silk's motion on $reating tobacco as a medicine
(see item 1 - ICC (76) 90, Minutes of the Cth Meeting),

It was agrosd thets

i) We should oppose the prineiple of intervention and control,
and ask the Goverhment why a voluntary basis of control, accepted
by part of the tobaceo industry, was unacceptable to them, but
we should not vote against the motion as we would of course

still be able to vote against -sny ordey the Govermnment procuced,

ii) We should attempt to get speakers for this debate to cover
the Industry,-Sport end Arts aspects, -

4, Poreign pffairs . -

Hr, Maudling réeported on -the foreign effairs sitwatidn,
and indicated the themes!'¢n which to mttack the Government.

It was gereed that.thoos themes should be:

z) ‘the Govermment's faiiure 40 coandamn $hé Russien build-up -
of forces and the Russion feiure to respond to the spirit of
the Helsinki agreement; :

B}  Mr, Callaghan*s clumey and unsuccessful attempts %o
defend British intereats in the MCj .

e} the Govermment's dusl stendards - proteating at the
sxecution of Spanish terrorists while saying little or nothing
about the persscution.of individuals ‘end minorities in the
Soviet blocj

d) the Govermments failure to feke the initiabtive in -calling
in & mediator on the Iceland fisheried dispute. -

. . .

wesns/ By The Devolution Debate




e

The Develution Debate

There was & discussion on the phrasing of the amendment
on which we would vote on Monday 19th Jamuary.

It was sgreed that Mr. Whitelaw, My, Buchanan-Smith and
other :.n%areaeea oCllesgues should prepare an amendment that
same evening, which, while re-effirming cur commitment to a
Scottish Assembly, would reject the Government's proposials aa

confusing, leading to conflict, and endangering the unity of
the United Kingdem.

One~dny Shodow Cabinet meeting

It wes agreed that thers would be a whole day meeting of
the TOC of Fﬁse\v 13th February, starting at 10.00 a.m. in the
Leader's Room, to discuss varicus fundamental issues of
asconomic and political strategy.

The maeting closed at 6.15 Dam.
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