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' LEADER'S .GONSULTATIVE GOMMITTEE

Minutes of the 149th Maetln,% held at 5,00 p.me,
Hed.necdayﬁezm Pebruary 1977, in the Leaderis

Room at the House of Commons,

Present: " Mys. Thetcher {in the Chalr)

Me. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Hallaham, Sir Geoffrey.Howe,

MWe. Prior, Mrd4 l?n, Mr, Gilmour

Mr. Peyton, Mr. Jemkin, Mr, Davieu, <
St. Jofn Stevas, Mr. Maude,’

Hr, Heave, M, Edwatds, Mes, Oppenheim,

Mr. Biffen, Mr. King, Mr, Nott,

Mr, Taylor, Lord Thornsycroft.

Mt. Atkins.,.

In attendance: Lord Fervezs, Si¥ Micheel Havers,
Mr. Rossl, Mr, Butler, Mr, Stanley,’
Mr. Patten, Mr, Ridley, Mr. Hooson,
¥Mr. Nicholson.

Apologiess Lord Carrington; Mr. Heseltine,

tita. Thatcher welcomed Lord Ferrexs, one of the Deputy
Leaders of the Opposition in the House o? ‘Lords, who was to
attend the Shadow Cabinet while Lord Carrington was visiting
Southern afyica. - :

Futuyre Business for the Week 7th-l4th February

On Monday, 7th Febyuary, there would be Private Members!
Motions: Mr. Hugh Dykes® on Direct Electlons to the European
Parlipment (Mr. Davies), Mr. Kemneth Warven’s on the British
Aerospace Industry and My, Tim Sainsbury's on "The Gontipul
Need for Energy Conservation™. These would be followed by the
Second Reading of the Reduwction of Redundancy Rebates Bill
(Mr, Hayhoe, Mr, Madel) and by the EEC Document on Taxatlon
Syst.m for Commercial Vehicles (R/1435/68) (Mr. Fowler).

On Tuesday, Sth February, Mr. Bruce George would seek leave
to introduce his Registration of Private Security Firms Bill
under the 10 Minute Rule, This would be followed by further
proceedings on the Scotland and Weles Bi1l (Nr, Pym and team).

On Wadnesday, 9th February, Mr, Michael Marshall would seek
leave to introduce his Parlismentary Commissioner {(Amendment}
(Nos2) Bill upnder the 10 Minute Rule. This would be Sollowed by
fuxtk)mt' proceedings on the Scotland and Wales Bill (Mr, Pym and
team),

on Thursday, 10th February, there would be s Supply Day with
subjects to be decided, This would be followed by proceedings on
the Rent (Agriculture) Amendment Bill (Mr. Rossi),



3.

5.

On Friday, llth February, there would be the Second
Readings of the following Private Mambers! Billst Mr. D, Hunt's
Passenger Vehicles (Educational and Other Purpeses) Bill,

Mr. F. Evans' Rent Charges Bill, Mr. K. MacFarquhar's Firearms
Act 1968 ndment;(Nu.Z) Bill and Mre J. Hannan's Soclal
Security (Amendment) Bill.

on Monday, l4th February, there would be the Secand
Resding of the Nuclear Industry (Finance) Bill and of the Job
Release Bill.

Matters Aﬁsigg ¢on Businesg

cha There was & discussion of certain points and it was agread
t 2

{1) We should wvote inet the Second Reading of the
Reduction of Redupdiancy Rebates Bill om 2 reasoned amendment;

(i) There would be 5 one line whip for the two dayst
debate on the Scotland and Wales Bill;

(411) There would be a one line whip for the Second
Reading of the Huclear Industry (Finance) Bill. @

Subiects for L L}

Mts, Thatcher reported that following the Speakerts declsion
to grant a Standing Ordex Ho. ¢ for the following day for a
debate on the kldnapplng of a muber of children from Rhodesia,
1t would only be possible to have a half day's debate on sug‘gly
the follawing day and it _was_sgreed thet this should be on the
unenployment situation in the West, BNr. Silvester would
open and Hi. Hayhoe would sum up. If the S.0,9 debate did not
take place we would debate this subject earlier in the day vhich
would enable Mr. Prior to open with Mr. Silvester summing up.

For the Supply Day on 10th February it _was agreed to debate
the Child Benefits Scheme, which had originally been cown for
debate on 3rd February, for half the day, and the GovernmentTs
use of the 714 Certificate for the Self=-Employed for the second
half. We would vote on both these subjects on the adjourrment: @
on a 3 line whip.

Other subjects 8 sted Eor eaﬂ{ debate were the threat
of nationalisation of Insurance companies, eduicational staudards,
and the operation of the Rent Acte.

House of Lords Business

Lewd Ferrevs veported on the likely outcama following the
referial of the Alrcraft and Shipbuilding Industries Bill to the
Examiners on the grounds of allegsd hybridity. There was a
discussion on the procedure that weuld be followed, if the
Exemimers decided Eha Bill was hybrld, and what course we should
adopt. The following points were agread:

(i} Lozd Ferrers would seek to discover whether the
Governmént was willing to offer a_compromise on the Bill similar
to the compromise offered in the last Sessdon, viz. that they
would cut out the shiprepairing parts of the i1z provided we
let the rest of the BLEl pass.

{i1) 1If such an offer were made, we should accept it, but
v ahenld nat formallv make such an obfer ourselves.
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(111) Sir Michael Havers would examine the procedure
that would operate if the Bill were daclared hybrid.

(iv) The subi:et would be furthar discussed at the next
meeting. 1f a declsion were regquired before then a small group
would weet,

The Bullock Report

Mr. Nott had circulated a note, and there was a brief
discussion. It was agreed that Mr. ott's mote would be formaily
eireulated as an L0C paper and would be furthar discussed at the
next meating.

The peating closed at 6,12 pallis
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