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VISITS TO WASHINGTON BY MRS THATCHER AND OTHER SHADOW SPOKE
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« In his letter of 25 May, attached, Mr Russell agks :
guidance about the assistance and general attitude which the
in Washington should adopt towards the planned visit of Mrs !
(mid-September) and Sir Geoffrey Howe (late July). 18

c-  We heard about these two visits in the Department a few.

ago. Iy ruling to my desk officers was to let the American .
make the running and not to initiate any contacts ourse
elther Mrs Thatcher's office or Sir Geoffrey Howe. Si
was however, on the telephone this morning to my visits off
to inform us of his plans but without seeking any specific
And in a separate letter, Mr Russell has asked us to find o
details of Mrs Thatcher's plans.

3 I propose to continue to play this in a fairly low key ¥
of course offering the usual courtesies and assistance as
done in the past. fer—e—few more—d=ys. I am sure that the P
will have discussed this with Sir Peter Ramsbotham in Wash
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Ramsay Melhuish
North America Department

27 May 1977




